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CITY OF RIDGECREST 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
RIDGECREST REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

 
AGENDA 

 
Regular Council/Agency Meeting 

 
Wednesday, August 05, 2009 

 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS CITY HALL 

100 West California Avenue 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 

 
Regular Session – 6:30 p.m.

This meeting room is wheelchair accessible.  Accommodations and access to 
City meetings for people with other handicaps may be requested of the City Clerk 
(499-5002) five working days in advance of the meeting. 
 
In compliance with SB 343.  City Council/Ridgecrest Redevelopment Agency 
Agenda and corresponding writings of open session items are available for public 
inspection at the following locations: 

1. City of Ridgecrest City Hall, 100 W. California Ave., Ridgecrest, CA 
93555 

2. Kern County Library – Ridgecrest Branch, 131 E. Las Flores Ave., 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 

3. City of Ridgecrest official website at http://ci.ridgecrest.ca.us 

CALL TO ORDER  

ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

REGULAR SESSION – 6:30 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

INVOCATION 

http://ci.ridgecrest.ca.us/
rford
Typewritten Text
- Barbara Tunget, Desert Christian Center
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CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS 

  
 Other 

COMMITTEES, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS  

First Council Meeting (1st Wednesday of the month) 
 
Public Services Department Director's Report - attached 
 
Community Development Committee 

Member:  Steve Morgan, Ron Carter, Eric Kauffman, Jason Patin 
Meetings:  1st Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Council Conference 
Room 
Next scheduled meeting August 6 

 
RACVB 
Council Members Chip Holloway, Jerry Taylor 
Meetings:  1st Wednesday of the month, 8:00 a.m. 
Next meeting and location to be announced 

 
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs Department Director's Report - 
attached 
 
Parks, Recreation and Quality of Life Committee 

Members:  Ron Carter, Chip Holloway, Craig Porter, Jason Patin 
Meetings:  3rd Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Kerr-McGee Center 
Next meeting to be announced 

 
Youth Advisory Council 

 
OTHER COMMITTEES, BOARDS, OR COMMISSIONS 

CITY MANAGER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORTS 

Recess (if necessary) 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

1. Ordinance No. 09-03, An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City Of 
Ridgecrest Creating Chapter IV, Article 25 Of The Ridgecrest Municipal 
Code Relating To Residential Eviction Control For Properties In 
Foreclosure          Avery 

California law permits owners of property acquired through foreclosure to evict 
tenants on 60 days notice, even though the tenants have performed as required 
under the lease.  The rising number of foreclosures on residential buildings has 
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led to an increased number of proposed tenant evictions.  A local eviction control 
ordinance can protect tenants from these evictions 

This ordinance was introduced for first reading, by title only, at the regular 
Council meeting of July 15, 2009.  It is brought to the Council at this time for 
second reading and adoption. 

Recommended Motions - 2 motions 

Motion To Waive Reading In Full Ordinance No. 09-03, An Ordinance Of The 
City Council Of The City Of Ridgecrest Creating Chapter IV, Article 25 Of 
The Ridgecrest Municipal Code Relating To Residential Eviction Control 
For Properties In Foreclosure 

Requires A Second 

Motion To Adopt, By Title Only, Ordinance No. 09-03, An Ordinance Of The 
City Council Of The City Of Ridgecrest Creating Chapter IV, Article 25 Of 
The Ridgecrest Municipal Code Relating To Residential Eviction Control 
For Properties In Foreclosure 

Requires A Second 

DISCUSSION OTHER ACTION ITEMS 

2. Resolution No 09- , A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council Approving 
The Parcel Map No. 11869 And Authorizes The Signatures And Filing With 
The Clerk Of The County Of Kern      Speer 

Final Parcel Map No. 11869 is located north of Dolphin Avenue and east of 
China Lake Boulevard and was approved by the Planning commission on July 
22, 2008.  The Sub-divider, College Heights North, a general Partnership 
submitted a Final Parcel Map No. 11869 with three parcels that are in substantial 
compliance with the approved tentative parcel map.  The tax estimate, tax 
certificate, parcel map guarantee and the original parcel map have been 
submitted for signatures. 

3. Reviewing Council Committee Use      Council Member Taylor 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

All items on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine by City staff and 
will be approved in one motion if no member of the Council or the public wishes 
to comment or ask questions.  If comment or discussion is desired by anyone, 
that item may be removed from the Consent Calendar and be considered 
separately, with public comment, before action is taken. 

4. California Integrated Waste Management Board Status Report          McRea 
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Status Report on the Compliance Order IWMA BR07-07 and the Local 
Assistance Plan (LAP) required by the California Integrated Waste Management 
Board (CIWMB) and submittal of the 2008 Annual Report, the 2009 Quarterly 
Report, and 2006 Base Year Generation Study, which were filed prior to August 
01, 2009 

5. Minutes Of The Regular City Council/Redevelopment Agency Meeting Of 
July 15, 2009         Gable 

6. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated July 17, 2009 FY09 In The 
Amount Of $247,469.70        Sloan 

7. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated July 17, FY10 In The 
Amount Of $159,442.83        Sloan 

8. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated July 24, 2009 FY0910 In 
The Amount Of $24,766.85       Sloan 

9. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated July 24, 2009 AD10 In The 
Amount Of $62,344.72        Sloan 

10. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated July 31, 2009 FY10 In The 
Amount Of $276,510.98        Sloan 

11. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated July 31, 2009 FY09 In The 
Amount Of $66,027.52        Sloan 

12. Agency Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated July 17, 2009 FY09 In The 
Amount Of $ 6,498.86        Sloan 

13. Agency Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated July 31, 2009 FY10 In The 
Amount Of $ 763.21        Sloan 

14. Agency Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated July 31, 2009 FY09 In The 
Amount Of $ 22,500.00        Sloan 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Persons wishing to address the Council on matters that are within the Council's 
jurisdiction and do not already appear on the agenda, may do so at this time.  
Pursuant to the Brown Act, the City Council may not take action on an item that 
does not appear on this Agenda.  Speakers are limited to five (5) minutes.  The 
PUBLIC COMMENT section of the Agenda is limited to a total of sixty (60) 
minutes.  Speakers are asked to provide their name and address for the record. 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 

The Mayor and Council Members may make a brief statement.  In addition, 
Council Members may ask questions of staff or the public for clarification on any 
matter, make a request of staff for factual information, or request staff to report 
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back to the Council at a later meeting concerning any matter.  In addition the 
Mayor or any Council Member may direct the City Manager to place an item of 
business on a future agenda. 

ADJOURNMENT 



 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT 
 

DIRECTORS 
 

REPORTS 



 
 
Public Services Department Director’s Report 
City Council Meeting  
August 05, 2009  
 

Public Services Department 
  
 

The Public Services Department has continued to devote most of its effort this month to the 
California Integrated Waste Management Board.  Year to date tasks required by the CIWMB. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT IS THE LOCAL ASSISTANCE
PLAN:-

1. Waste Generation/Characterization Study Establish New Base Year JULY 1, 2009

. Public Outreach/Education JANUARY 4, 2010

Maintain Greenwaste Efforts JANUARY 4, 2010

Establish mandatory Commercial On-Site Collection of Recyclables JANUARY 4, 2010

. Establish Mandatory Curbside Residential Recycling Program JANUARY 4, 2010

Materials Recovery Facility Feasibility Study DECEMBER 1, 2009

Community Clean Up Events ONGOING

. On Campus Recycling at Educational Institutions JANUARY 4, 2010

City Government Recycling ONGOING

0. Report Quarterly and Annually ONGOING

1. Establish a Mini Recycling Center & Drop-Off Facility at City’s Corp Yard AUGUST 1, 2009

Establish On-Site Newspaper Collection AUGUST 1, 2009

. Develop & Expand Recycling Programs at the Landfill JANUARY 4, 2010

. Expand the City’s “Green” Procurement Policies JANUARY 4, 2010.

2

3.

4.

5

6.

7.

8

9.

1

1

12.

13

14

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROGRESS REPORT:
Waste Generation Study received and approved for submittal to CIWMB and pending 

review and acceptance – indicates we are diverting over 50%

Ordinance 09-01 passed for Mandatory Trash and Recycling Collection

Public Hearing scheduled for 1st July re Placing Trash Fees on Property Tax Bill

Resulted in authorization for billing by Benz Sanitation of all properties both residential , multi-family, 

institutional, and commercial 

Negotiations ongoing with Benz Sanitation/Tehachapi Recycling Inc. for recycling collection program of 

services

Consultant  Professional Services Agreement executed with Shaw Environmental Inc. to complete a 

Material Recovery Facility (MRF) Feasibility Study by November 15th

Pilot Commercial Cardboard Collection – 4 local businesses agreed to participate –launch ed mid-July, 

On –site Commercial Recycling required of all businesses beginning  August 01

Mini Recycling Center and Drop Off Facility located at 656 West Ridgecrest Blvd. at the west side of the 

Corporate Yards scheduled to open the week of August 01, ‘09 

YES Youth working with Code Enforcement on Community Clean-Ups – the last event was July 18th

Castle X Teen Center; Murray Recycling Club; Girl Scout Troop; Monroe Recycling Club; Gateway 4/5th

Grades; Ridgecrest Lions Club; Go  Green Conference

Next Quarterly Report filed 30th July

Next Annual Report filed 31st July

City Hall: Recycling paper/cardboard/plastic/cans/bottles/print cartridges/telephone books; grass-cycling; 

green procurement; paperless distribution where possible; website Recycling/Diversion Page

 
The agenda status report presents an additional review of the current activities required. It is 
important to note that effective August 01, on-site commercial recycling is required by all 
commercial properties.   The franchise operator, Benz Sanitation is contacting commercial, 
multi-family, institutional, and industrial users in regards to the mandatory solid waste and 
additional recycling service that is required by Ordinance 09-01.  A public awareness and a 
public notice process have begun with radio advertisement, newspaper advertisements and web 
presences, Reminder to Ridgecrest Citizens that we are now in a Universal/Mandatory Trash 
Collection environment.  Pursuant to Ordinance 09‐01   “Every owner of residential or 
commercial premises occupied by any person shall subscribe for and pay the franchisee for 
solid waste and yard waste collection”.  To subscribe for service please contact Benz 
Sanitation on 375‐8495. The City must be in full compliance by January of 2010 and we 
encourage and request your participation.  Residential Property Owners and Multi-family 
Properties of three units or less will also be required to subscribe to the Universal Program, 
pending completion of the Program of Services and introduction of the second recyclable 
containers and curbside recyclable service.     
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

                  

RECYCLING QUESTIONS
& SUGGESTIONS

Danielle Valentine – Recycling Coordinator
dvalentine@ci.ridgecrest.ca.us
www.ci.ridgecrest.ca.us
Tel: 449‐5062

 
 

                            
 
 



The Economic Development staff is continuing to advance several existing projects.  These 
include the Super Wal-Mart Retail Center, with hearings before the Planning Commission in 
September; the new Vimco Development Motels at 141 and 553 South China Lake Blvd; 
potential additional development on the seven (7) acre site at 1001 No. China Lake Blvd. by 
Vimco, completion of the Pizza Factory, the Hampton Inn Hotel; and CDBG improvement to a 
City owned facility leased by the Southern Sierras Boys and Girls Club.  The recent actions of 
State of California, as we are painfully aware, when the State Legislature voted last Friday to 
take $2.05 billion in redevelopment funds: $1.7 billion in FY 2009-10 and $350 million in FY 
2010-11and the Governor signed the bill last week. The loss of $2.5 million in redevelopment 
revenue this year to the State, which could have been invested in local communities for 
affordable housing, improved infrastructure, and community facilities, will impact some pending 
projects and programs.  
 
The Planning Commission and the General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC) continue the final 
review of the General Plan Update, and it is be scheduled for Public Hearings, comments and 
review in late fall.  
  
MAJOR PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS: 

• CIWMB Compliance Order IWMA BR07-07 and LAP Implementation 
• Mandatory Residential Curbside Trash Pick-up and Recycling  
• On-site Commercial Collection of Recyclables  
• Economic Development, Business Retention & Development 
• Agency Programs and Projects will now be delayed or cancelled  
• New and pending developments and construction  
• Ridgecrest General Plan Update 
• Zoning, Sign, Water Conservation, and Solid Waste Ordinances  
• AICUZ, JLUS, ALUCP, MIA, & OEA GMP Studies   
• Bowman Channel Watercourse and Greenbelt Improvements  
• Affordable Housing 2009 Report & Impact Fee Report, AB 987   
• RDA potential senior or affordable housing project 
• RDA Home Loan Program 

 RDA County Project Funding - Le Roy Jackson Park  
 Kerr McGee Sport Complex land expansion  

• Schedule Project list for bond issuance, now questionable 



 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT 
 

DIRECTORS 
 

REPORTS 



 
 

City of Ridgecrest 
Parks, Recreation & Cultural Affairs Department 
 

Phone  (760) 499-5151 
Fax  (760) 499-1571 

100 West California Avenue, Ridgecrest, CA  93555 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Director Jim Ponek 
 

I.  Introduction of Presentation  - HELLMERS PARK CLOSURE 
 

II.  Prior to water shut off lots of green 
  

III.  Usage of Park  
a. Senior Center 
b. Frisbee Golf 

 
IV. Back half of park currently not maintained 

 
V.  July 2009 pictures of park with 26 days no water 

 
VI. Other City parks with watering issues 

 
VII. Looks of City Hall & Freedom Park – July 2009 

 
VIII. Fire Dept to the Rescue!! 

  





This 5 acre park also has picnic shelters 
and trees. 



Home to our Senior Citizen Center.  

Home to our 9 hole Frisbee Golf Course. 



Without water and 
maintenance the entire 
park will look like this 

section…



July 2009



Other Ridgecrest Parks with Watering Issues…



City Hall & Freedom Park – July 2009

Lack of water creates an 
unappealing 
environment…



Even the Fire Department is coming to the Parks Rescue!!!
July 22, 2009
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CITY COUNCIL/REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY AGENDA ITEM 
 
SUBJECT:  Ordinance No. 09-03, An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City Of 
Ridgecrest Creating Chapter IV Article 25 Of The Ridgecrest Municipal Code Relating To 
Residential Eviction Control For Properties In Foreclosure 
PRESENTED BY:   
Michael D. Avery, City Manager 
SUMMARY:   
 
California law permits owners of property acquired through foreclosure to evict tenants on 
60 days notice, even though the tenants have performed as required under the lease. The 
rising number of foreclosures on residential buildings has led to an increased number 
of proposed tenant evictions. A local eviction control ordinance can protect tenants from 
these evictions. 
 
The proposed ordinance was reviewed by the City Attorney, Wayne Lemieux before it was 
presented to the Council.  The City Organization and Services Committee discussed this 
ordinance at their meetings on June 18, 2009 and July 9, 2009.  They reviewed the 
ordinance and forwarded it to Council without recommendation. 
 
This ordinance was introduced for first reading, by title only, at the regular Council meeting 
of July 15, 2009. 
 
At the time of first reading public comment was heard from local citizens commending the 
Council for taking this action. 
 
The ordinance t is brought to the Council at this time for second reading and adoption. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Unclear at this time 
 
Reviewed by Finance Director 
ACTION REQUESTED:   
Discussion and appropriate action 
 
CITY MANAGER / EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Action as requested:   
 
 
Submitted by:  Michael D. Avery   Action Date:  August 5, 2009 
 
(Rev. 6/12/09) 



ORDINANCE NO. 09-03 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST 
CREATING CHAPTER 4 ARTICLE 25 OF THE RIDGECREST 
MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO RESIDENTIAL EVICTION CONTROL 
FOR PROPERTIES IN FORECLOSURE 

 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST, CALIFORNIA, DOES 

HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:  
 

1. PURPOSE: 
  This ordinance amends the Ridgecrest Municipal Code by adding a provision for 
Eviction Control on Residential Property in Foreclosure.  
 
2.  FINDINGS:   

The rising number of foreclosures on residential buildings has led to an increased 
number of tenant evictions. Such evictions have created abandoned buildings that are 
not adequately maintained by lenders and owners who often are not located in 
Ridgecrest, and impose a burden on many tenants, particularly the elderly, the disabled 
and low-income households, who cannot afford to move or who cannot find adequate 
replacement rental property. This circumstance is detrimental to the health and welfare 
of city residents, and is counterproductive to the maintenance of a stable housing 
market. 
 
State and federal law do not currently provide adequate protection to residential tenants 
in good standing from being evicted in the event of transfer of title to their dwelling unit 
due to a sale under the power of sale of a deed of trust, or foreclosure. 
 
3.  AMENDMENT:   
 Chapter 4 Article 25 is added to the Ridgecrest Municipal Code to read: 
 
CHAPTER 4 Article 25 Eviction Control on Residential Property in Foreclosure 
 
Section 4-25.101  Definitions 
Section 4-25.103  Evictions 
Section 4-25.105  Required payment of relocation fee 
Section 4-25.107  Required information on notice to quit or other written notice of 
termination 
Section 4-25.109  Retaliation prohibited 
Section 4-25.111  Affirmative defense 
Section 4-25.113  Constructive eviction 
Section 4-25.115  Applicability 
Section 4-25.117 Severability 
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Section 4-25.101 Definitions 

A.  Landlord. An owner, lessor, or sublessor who obtains title to a rental unit 
through a sale under the power of sale of a deed of trust or foreclosure and who 
receives or is entitled to receive rent for the use and occupancy of any residential rental 
unit or portion thereof in the City of Ridgecrest, and the agent, representative or 
successor of any of the foregoing.  An owner shall own at least 25% of the residential 
unit. 
 

B.  Purchaser for value. A person who is not employed by, affiliated with, or 
acting on behalf of an entity that acquires title to a rental unit following sale of the rental 
unit under the power of sale in a deed of trust or foreclosure, and who is not purchasing 
the property for the purpose of evading the protections of this ordinance. 
 

C.  Tenant. A person entitled by written or oral agreement, sub-tenancy 
approved by the landlord, or by sufferance, to occupy a residential dwelling unit to the 
exclusion of others, or who was entitled to occupy the unit as of the date of transfer of 
title to the unit due to a sale under the power of sale of a deed of trust or foreclosure . 
 

D.  Rental unit. A dwelling unit occupied for rent in the City of Ridgecrest 
together with the land and appurtenant buildings thereto and all housing services, 
privileges and facilities provided in connection with the use or occupancy thereof. 
 
The term "rental unit" shall not include rental units owned or operated by any 
government agency or whose rent is subsidized by any government agency, including 
but not limited to Section 8 housing subsidies. 
 
Section 4-25.103: Evictions 

During the period that a rental unit is owned after transfer of title to the unit due to 
a sale under the power of sale of a deed of trust or foreclosure, and until such time as 
the rental unit is sold to a purchaser for value, a landlord may bring an action to recover 
possession of the rental unit only upon one of the following grounds: 
 

A.  The tenant, after being provided with written notice of the identity and 
mailing address of the person to whom rent is due, and the amount of rent due, has 
failed to pay the rent to which the landlord is entitled. 
 

B.  The tenant has violated a lawful obligation or covenant of the tenancy and 
has failed to cure such violation after having received written notice thereof from the 
landlord, other than a violation based on: 
 

1.  The obligation to surrender possession upon proper notice; or 
 

2.  The obligation to limit occupancy when the additional tenant who joins the 
occupants is a dependent child who joins the existing tenancy of a tenant of record or 
the sole adult tenant. The landlord has the right to approve or disapprove a prospective 
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additional tenant who is not a minor dependent child, provided that the approval is not 
unreasonably withheld. 
  

C.  The tenant is committing or permitting to exist a nuisance in, or is causing 
substantial damage to, the rental unit, or the appurtenances thereof, or to the common 
areas of the rental complex, or is creating a substantial interference with the comfort, 
safety or enjoyment of the landlord or tenants in the building.  
 

D.  The tenant is using, or permitting a rental unit, the common areas of the 
rental unit or rental complex containing the rental unit, to be used for any illegal 
purpose. 
 

E.  The tenant, who had an oral or written agreement with the landlord which 
has terminated, has refused after written request or demand by the landlord to execute 
a written extension or renewal thereof for a further term and under such terms which are 
materially the same as in the previous agreement, provided that any such agreement 
that is executed by the tenant shall terminate 30 days after the date the rental unit is 
transferred to a purchaser for value. 
 

F.  The tenant has, after written notice to cease, refused the landlord access 
to the rental unit as required by State or local law. 
 

G.  A person in possession of the rental unit at the end of a lease term, or 
upon the sale under the power of sale contained in a deed of trust, or foreclosure of a 
rental unit or the building in which the rental unit is located, is a subtenant not approved 
by the landlord. 
 

H.  The landlord seeks in good faith to recover possession of the rental unit 
for use and occupancy by: 
 

1.  A resident manager, provided that no alternative vacant unit is available 
for occupancy by a resident manager; except that where a building has an existing 
resident manager, the owner may only evict the existing resident manager in order to 
replace him or her with a new manager. 
 

2.  The landlord or the landlord's spouse, domestic partner, grandparents, 
brother, sister, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, children, or 
parents provided the landlord is a natural person. However, a landlord may use this 
ground to recover possession for use and occupancy by the landlord, landlord's spouse, 
domestic partner, child, parent, in laws or grandparents only once for that person in 
each rental complex of the landlord. 
 

I.  The landlord seeks in good faith to recover possession to remove the 
rental unit permanently from rental housing use pursuant to state law. 
 

J.  The landlord seeks in good faith to recover possession so as to: 
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1.  Demolish the rental unit; or 
 

2.  Perform work on the building or buildings housing the rental unit or units; 
and: 
 

(a)  Such work costs not less than the product of eight (8) times the amount of 
the monthly rent times the number of rental units upon which such work is performed. 
For purposes of this section, the monthly rent shall be the average of the preceding 
twelve (12) month period; and 
 

(b)  The work necessitates the eviction of the tenant because such work will 
render the rentable unit uninhabitable for a period of not less than thirty (30) calendar 
days. 
 

K.  The landlord seeks in good faith to recover possession of the rental unit 
to comply with a government agency's order to vacate, or any other order that 
necessitates the vacating of the building, housing or rental unit as a result of a violation 
of the City of Ridgecrest’s Municipal Code or any other provision of law. 
 

L.  The landlord seeks in good faith to recover possession of the rental unit 
to comply with a contractual agreement or government regulation relating to the 
qualifications of tenancy with a governmental entity, where the tenant is no longer 
qualified. 
 
Section 4-25.105: Required payment of relocation fee. 

A.  If the termination of tenancy is based on the grounds set forth in 
subsections H, I, J or K of Section 4-25.103, then the landlord shall pay a relocation fee 
in the amount of the product of two (2) times the amount of the contract monthly rent at 
the time title to the unit transferred to Landlord, plus one thousand dollars ($1,000.00). 
 

B.  The fee shall be paid as follows: 
 

1.  The entire fee shall be paid to a tenant who is the only tenant in a rental 
unit; or 
 

2.  If a rental unit is occupied by two (2) or more tenants, then each tenant of 
the unit shall be paid a pro-rata share of the relocation fee. 
 

C.  This section shall not apply in any of the following circumstances: 
 

1.  The landlord seeks in good faith to recover possession of the rental unit 
for use and occupancy by a resident manager, provided that the resident manager is 
replacing the existing resident manager in the same unit. For the purposes of this 
exception, a resident manager shall not include the landlord, or the landlord's spouse, 
domestic partner, children or parents.  
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2.  The landlord seeks in good faith to recover possession of the rental unit in 
order to comply with a governmental agency's order to vacate the building housing the 
rental unit due to hazardous conditions caused by a natural disaster or act of God. 
 

3.  The landlord seeks in good faith to recover possession of the rental unit in 
order to comply with a governmental agency’s order to vacate the building housing the 
rental unit due to a violation of the City of Ridgecrest’s Municipal Code or any other 
provision of law where the violation resulted from the tenant’s conduct and through no 
fault of the landlord. 
 

4.  To the extent that the tenant receives, as part of the eviction, relocation 
assistance from another government agency. 
 

D.  The landlord shall perform the acts described in this subsection within 
fifteen (15) days after service of a written notice of termination; provided, however, the 
landlord may in its sole discretion, elect to pay the monetary relocation benefits to be 
paid to a tenant pursuant to this subsection to the landlord's attorney or to an escrow 
account to be disbursed to the tenant upon certification of vacation of the rental unit. 
The escrow account shall provide for the payment prior to vacation of all or a portion of 
the monetary relocation benefits for actual relocation expenses incurred or to be 
incurred by the tenant prior to vacation, including but not limited to security deposits, 
moving expense deposits and utility connection charges. 
 

E.  The requirement to pay relocation assistance is applicable to all rental 
units, regardless of whether the rental unit was created or established in violation of any 
provision of law. 
 

F.  Nothing in this subsection relieves the landlord from the obligation to 
provide relocation assistance pursuant to any other provision of local, state or federal 
law.  If a tenant is entitled to monetary relocation benefits pursuant to any other 
provision, of local, state or federal law, then such monetary benefits shall operate as a 
credit against monetary benefits required to be paid to the tenant under this subsection. 
 
Section 4-25.107: Required information on notice to quit or other written notice of 
termination. 

Prior to or at the same time a written notice of termination set forth in Civil Code 
Section 1946, or a notice described in Code of Civil Procedure Sections 1161 and 
1161(a), is served on the tenant of the rental unit: 
 

A.  The landlord shall serve on the tenant a written notice setting forth the 
reasons for the termination with specific facts to permit a determination of the date, 
place and circumstances concerning the reason. This notice shall be given in the 
manner prescribed by California Code of Civil Procedure Section 1162 and may be 
combined with a written notice of termination of tenancy or as a separate written notice. 
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B.  The landlord shall serve on the tenant a written notice setting forth 
tenant's right to relocation assistance as described in Section 4-25.105, where the 
termination of tenancy is based on the grounds set forth in subsections H, I, J or K of 
Section 4-25.103. 
 
Section 4-25.109: Retaliation prohibited. 

A.  No landlord may threaten to bring, or bring, an action to recover 
possession, cause the tenant to quit a rental unit involuntarily, serve any notice to quit 
or notice of termination of tenancy, decrease any services or increase the rent where 
the landlord's intent is to retaliate against the tenant for the tenant's assertion or 
exercise of rights under this chapter or under state or federal law. Such retaliation shall 
be a defense to an action to recover possession of the rental unit. 
 

B.  In an action against the tenant, evidence of the assertion or exercise by 
the tenant of rights under this chapter or under state or federal law within one hundred 
eighty (180) days prior to the alleged act of retaliation shall create a rebuttable 
presumption that the landlord's act was retaliatory. "Presumption" means that the court 
must find the existence of the facts presumed unless and until its nonexistence is 
proven by a preponderance of the evidence. A tenant may assert retaliation as a 
defense to the landlord's action without the presumption regardless of the period of time 
which has elapsed between the tenant's assertion or exercise of rights under this 
chapter and the alleged act of retaliation. 
 
Section 4-25.111: Affirmative defense. 

In any action by a landlord to recover possession of a rental unit, the tenant may 
raise as an affirmative defense with any violation or noncompliance with the provisions 
of this chapter. 
 
Section 4-25.113: Constructive eviction. 

A landlord may not engage in any activity that is intended to constructively evict a 
tenant not otherwise subject to eviction under Section 4-25.103. For purposes of this 
Chapter, “constructive eviction” means causing a tenant to vacate the property through 
acts taken by the landlord – or the landlord’s failure to act – that would compel a 
reasonable tenant to vacate the property. 
 
Section 4-25.115: Applicability. 

The requirements of this article and the availability of the remedies hereunder 
shall be applicable to notices to quit or terminate tenancy, which notice(s) were served 
on or after September 1, 2009. 

 
This article will remain operative until September 1, 2010, unless reaffirmed by 

the City Council by ordinance. 
 
Section 4-25.117: Severability. 

If any provision of this chapter is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be 
invalid, this invalidity shall not affect other provisions of this chapter which can be given 
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effect without the invalid provisions and therefore the provisions of this chapter are 
severable.  
 
The council declares that it would have enacted each section, paragraph and sentence 
notwithstanding the invalidity of any other section, paragraph or sentence. 
 
4.   EFFECTIVE DATE:  
 This ordinance shall take effect 30 days from the date of adoption and remain in 
effect  until September 1, 2010, unless reaffirmed by the City Council by ordinance. 
 
5.  OTHER:  
 The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this ordinance and 
shall cause this ordinance to be published in the manner required by law. 
 
 I, Rita Gable, City Clerk of the City of Ridgecrest, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing ordinance was regularly introduced and placed upon its first reading on the 
15h day of July 2009, and placed upon its second reading and adoption at a regular 
meeting of the City Council on the 5th day of  August 2009, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
 
NOES: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
 
            
      Steven P. Morgan, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
     
Rita Gable 
City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. 09- 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIL TO 
APPROVE THE PARCEL MAP NO. 11869 AND AUTHORIZES THE 
SIGNATURES AND FILING WITH THE COUNTY CLERK FOR 
RECORDATION. 

 
 WHEREAS, Tentative parcel Map No. 11869 is located north of Dolphin Avenue 
and east of China Lake Blvd.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, TP was approved by the Planning Commission on July 22, 2008; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Developer has submitted the Parcel Map and required 
documents requesting approval and recordation of the Parcel Map; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the purpose of this resolution is to approve the Parcel Map No. 
11869in accordance with the terms and conditions as set forth on the map and 
authorize the signatures and recordation with the County Clerk 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City Of 
Ridgecrest as follows:  The Ridgecrest City Council authorizes recordation of parcel 
map 11869 subject to staff approval 
 
 APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 5th day of August, by the following vote: 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES; 
 
ABSENT: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
             
       Steven P. Morgan, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
     
Rita Gable 
City Clerk 
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Karen Harker

From: Larner, Jill [Jlarner@CIWMB.ca.gov]
Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2009 4:27 PM
To: Jim McRea
Cc: Danielle Valentine
Subject: Ridgecrest's Disposal Rate Calculations for 2007 EAR
Attachments: image001.gif

Good Afternoon Jim, 
 
Danielle and I just went over a few sections of the 2007 Electronic Annual Report (EAR) that she is working on.  
Currently, the Disposal Rate Calculations in the 2007  
EAR are based upon the City’s existing base year study.  Please understand that until the Board makes a decision about 
the base year study, the calculations in the 2007 EAR are not finalized and could be changed pending the outcome of 
whether a new base year study is completed or not.  If you have any questions about this, please feel free to call me 
directly.   
 
Thanks, 
Jill 
 
Jill A. Larner 
California Integrated Waste Management Board 
Local Assistance & Market Development  
jlarner@ciwmb.ca.gov 
phone (916) 341-6525 
fax (916) 319-7170 
 

 Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 

 
  
 
 



1

Karen Harker

From: Daily Independent Ads [ads@ridgecrestca.com]
Sent: Friday, July 24, 2009 12:06 PM
To: Jim McRea
Subject: Ad Proof
Attachments: 072409 Cardboard Recycling 3x10-09.pdf; ATT00001.htm

 
Lori (who is not here today) asked me to send you this proof of your ad. 
 
Please look it over and let us know if there are any corrections. 
 
Thanks, 
Mark 
 
Mark W Claunch 
Production/Graphic Designer 
The Daily Independent 
Phone (760) 375-4481 Ext. 134 
Fax (760) 375-4880 
www.ridgecrestca.com 
 
This message may contain confidential and/or privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient or authorized to receive this 
for the intended recipient, you must not use, copy, disclose or take any action based on this message or any information herein. If you 
have received this message in error, please advise the sender immediately a reply e-mail and delete this message. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIL AND 
RIDGECREST REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY  

 
City Council Chambers                July 15, 2009 
100 West California Avenue            6:30 p.m. 
Ridgecrest, California 93555 
 

This meeting was recorded and will be on file in the Office of the City Clerk for a 
certain period of time from date of approval by City Council/Redevelopment 
Agency.  Meetings are recorded for the purpose of preparation of minutes. 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 6:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Steven Morgan, Mayor Pro Tem Ronald Carter, Vice Mayor 

Thomas Wiknich, and Council Member Jerry Taylor 
 
ABSENT: Council Member Marshall Holloway 
 
STAFF: Michael Avery, City Manager; Keith Lemieux, City Attorney; Rita 

Gable, City Clerk; Tyrell Staheli, Finance Department Director; Jim 
McRea, Public Services Department Director, Dennis Speer, Public 
Works Department Director; Jim Ponek, Parks, Recreation And 
Cultural Affairs Department Director; Jon Wheeler, Police Captain; 
and other personnel 

 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

Moved by Council Member Taylor, Second by Vice Mayor Wiknich TO 
APPROVE THE AGENDA.  No public comment.  Carried with a voice vote of 4 
ayes, 1 absent; Council Member Holloway absent 

 
REGULAR SESSION – 6:30 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by Mayor Morgan 
 
INVOCATION – Silent Moment 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS 

 Written dissertation from July 1, 2009 Public Protest Hearing - in 
conjunction with items 2-4 on the agenda 

 
DEPARTMENT AND COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 

Second Council Meeting (3rd Wednesday of the month) 
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Public Works Department Director's Report – copy in Clerk’s packet 
 

Infrastructure Committee 
Members:  Tom Wiknich, Jerry Taylor, Lois Beres, Craig Porter 
Meetings:  2nd Wednesday of the month at 5:00 p.m., Council Conference 
Room 

Met July 8 
• Discussed the street sweeping schedule 
• Discussed Universal Trash Pickup and Recycling 
• Received update on street maintenance 
• Noted letters to editor regarding how City chooses what streets to repair – 

there is engineering behind the selections 
Next meeting to be announced 

 
Finance Department Director's Report – copy in Clerk’s packet 

 
City Organization and Services Committee 

Members: Jerry Taylor, Tom Wiknich, Nellavan Jeglum, Lois Beres 
Meetings: 2nd Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Council Conference 
Room 

Met July 9 
• Discussion of the proposed rent control ordinance 
• City solar project discussed 
• The solar display was suggested to be put in Hellmers and Freedom Parks in 

lieu of original locations 
• Making good progress on the project 
• Will bring to the full Council for review 

Next meeting to be announced 
 

Activate Community Talents and Interventions For Optimal Neighborhoods 
Task Force (ACTION) 

Members:  Co-Chairs Ron Carter, Chip Holloway, Ron Strand 
Meetings:  2nd Monday of odd numbered months at 6:00 p.m., Kerr-
McGee Center 
Next meeting to be announced 

 
OTHER COMMITTEES, BOARDS, OR COMMISSIONS 
 

 League of California Cities Desert Mountain Division is July 24 – Mayor 
Morgan and Council Member Taylor attending 

 Council Member Holloway is in Sacrament to discuss with other cities and 
school districts re current situation in the Legislature 

 KernCOG will discuss the road projects in “outlaying” areas of the County 
 Had meeting with the base and city regarding bike paths 

 
CITY MANAGER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORTS 
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Reminder that Voting Delegate and Alternate need to be selected for League of 
California Cities Annual Conference at San Jose, September 16-18, 2009 

Mayor Morgan is voting delegate    Council Member Holloway alternate if 
he is attending 

 
Town Hall meeting next Wednesday July 22 – Council Member Taylor possibly 
Mayor Morgan 
 
City Hall is closed on all Fridays now so proclamations will be given out on 
Thursdays 

 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
1. Introduction and First Reading Of An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The 

City Of Ridgecrest Creating Chapter IV Article 25 Of The Ridgecrest 
Municipal Code Relating To Residential Eviction Control For Properties In 
Foreclosure          Avery 

 
City Manager Avery, Public Services Director McRea, and City Attorney Lemieux briefly 
explained California law and gave reports and information, 
 
California law permits owners of property acquired through foreclosure to evict 
tenants on 60 days notice, even though the tenants have performed as required 
under the lease. The rising number of foreclosures on residential buildings has 
led to an increased number of proposed tenant evictions. A local eviction 
control ordinance can protect tenants from these evictions. 

 
City Attorney Lemieux cautioned the Council that we need to be very clear what our 
legal justifications are to do this 
 
Mayor Morgan concerned with the City’s liability 

City Attorney Lemieux stated the City should have no liability as we are not 
involved with the financial institutions or with the civil/judicial process 

 
City Manager Avery had a correction referring to our code 
 

Moved by Vice Mayor Wiknich, second Council Member Taylor TO WAIVE 
READING IN FULL ON INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST 
CREATING CHAPTER IV ARTICLE 25 OF THE RIDGECREST 
MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO RESIDENTIAL EVICTION CONTROL 
FOR PROPERTIES IN FORECLOSURE 
 
Council Member Taylor moved, second Mayor Morgan TO ADD A 
SUNSET CLAUSE OF ONE (1) YEAR THAT IT RUNS THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2010. 
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Public Comment  
 

Bob Norstram 
• Agrees with the sunset clause to a point 
• Asked if we will be notified when this sunset clause comes to an end 
• We will want to have input when that time comes 
• Those here with yellow badges are residents of La Mirage 
• We want to see a yea or a nay here tonight from the Council 
• Here to support the tenant protection law 
 
Michael Gilmanton 
• Everyone around him is gone – one house vacant  for 4 months 
• Called the bank rep and asked if he could stay longer – she didn’t care if he 

did or not 
• Looks like a lot of buildings are sitting there empty 
• The vacant building will soon be a problem - squatters, drug houses, safety 

and fire hazards, etc. 
 
Milton Owen 
• Thanked Council for supporting this as it is more than just protecting them - It 

keeps other investors from doing this again 
• One month before this broke we were lucky enough to get new leases 
• Kids grew up here, daughter goes to Cerro Coso Community College  
• There is little rental units in Ridgecrest and next community is 90 miles away 
• They (La Mirage office) collected rents for 3-4 months during the foreclosure -

they took the rent and pocketed it 
• No one seems to being prosecuted for this fraud 
• You (Council) are suppose to protect us - you are the law here 
• The people here tonight all live close to each other - the others tenants are 

long gone 
 
Delores Spader 
• There is no way she can move out of her unit 
• She cannot even pack up her belongings, she can’t do anything 
• She fell in a hole, injured her back and spent most of last year in the hospital 

or in bed 
• Has a 27 year old Down's syndrome and Hep C daughter and a 6 month old 

baby living with her 
• Also has an 18 year old granddaughter trying to go to school 
• Signed lease on April 20th for 16 months 
• Told her carpets would be cleaned but they never came to do it 
• Exterminator came and said put bleach down the sink 

 
Robert Kirk 
• Has made each of these meetings and first to say they needed an ordinance 

to help them 
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• Believes the sunset clause is a good thing 
• Can you put in a grandfather clause to take it back to when this all started 
• He is a medium income person but staying there because he has a small dog 

and most rentals do not allow pets 
• Mentioned the federal law signed off in May 
• Water was cut off to the lawns in October 2008 
• We should have been told earlier that there was defaulting so we could have 

been prepared 
• Please vote for this 
 
Diane Moon 
• Does not live in La Mirage 
• Asked - how did this happen in this City 
• Houses in La Mirage and in that area were build by the government for their 

military and their employees 
• Houses are now 70 years old  (not so - approximately 59 years old) 
• Were the roads build better years ago than now - seems they deteriorate 

quickly 
• La Mirage should have a Hot August Night party with hot dogs and ice cream 

and fun to build morale 
 
Trian Morris 
• Lives in La Mirage 
• What is going on over there is tragic and have never seen this go on in any 

city 
• The man who did this has done it all over California with 30M taken from La 

Mirage alone 
• Disabled and goes to school full time 
• He has been threatened by phone last night - knows who it is  
• Does not know who to pay the rent to but has saved it and will pay when he 

finds to who 
• Please vote for this 
 
Dorothy Brown 
• Does not live in La Mirage but they are her neighbors 
• It was fraud that brought this about 
• If we cannot control fraud what good are we 
• Made a bet this would go right back under the same group under a different 

umbrella 
• Had an attorney for their organization (Willows Homeowners Association) and 

asked him to find some answers 
• Found out It would have cost way to much to dig through all the layers of the 

organization 
• Recalled when they wanted to make it a gated community and she warned 

the Council about it then 
• So be very careful what you do with La Mirage 
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• Heard the properties are going for a dime on a dollar  
• There have been maintenance people in there already 
• For the ordinance  but need to do something to keep this from happening 

again 
 
Mayor Morgan re-visited the request for notification when the sunset clause 
expires 

City Manager Avery said the issue can be brought up and reviewed in July 
2010 

Asked about the idea of a grandfather clause 
City Attorney Lemieux said the answer is no as it would be 
unconstitutional 

Mayor stated it is his understanding is that is next to impossible for the City to 
hire a private investigator to dig into a private property negotiation or transaction 
 
Council comment 
 

Vice Mayor Wiknich asked audience how many are in units in foreclosure 
Approximately 5 with 3 who think they will be 

He is worried that some feel that the City is not doing enough to help them 
 
Motion on the floor: 
 

Moved by Council Member Taylor, second Mayor Morgan TO WAIVE 
READING IN FULL ON INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST 
CREATING CHAPTER IV ARTICLE 25 OF THE RIDGECREST 
MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO RESIDENTIAL EVICTION CONTROL 
FOR PROPERTIES IN FORECLOSURE AND TO ADD A  SUNSET 
CLAUSE OF ONE (1) YEAR THAT IT RUNS THROUGH SEPTEMBER 1, 
2010.  Public comment heard.  Carried with a voice vote of 4 ayes, 1 
absent; Council Member Holloway absent. 

 
Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Carter, second Council Member Taylor TO 
INTRODUCE, BY TITLE ONLY, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST CREATING CHAPTER IV 
ARTICLE 25 OF THE RIDGECREST MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO 
RESIDENTIAL EVICTION CONTROL FOR PROPERTIES IN 
FORECLOSURE AND TO ADD A  SUNSET CLAUSE OF ONE (1) YEAR 
THAT IT RUNS THROUGH SEPTEMBER 1, 2010.  Public comment 
heard.  Carried with a roll call vote of 3 ayes, 1 no, 1 absent; Vice Mayor 
Wiknich voted no, Council Member Holloway absent. 

 
Mayor Morgan recessed at 8:20 p.m. to reconvene at 8:30 p.m. 
 
DISCUSSION AND OTHER ACTION ITEMS 
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2. Solid Waste Generation Study For 2006 As Required By The California 

Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) Local Assistance Plant Task 
1a                   McRea 

 
Pursuant to the requirements of the revised Local Assistance Plan and the 
Compliance Order IWMA BR07-07 of the California Integrated Waste Management 
Board (CIWMB) staff is requesting City Council approval for submission of the 
Solid Waste Generation Study for 2006 as prepared by California Waste 
Associates Mr. Jim Greco.  The review draft has been presented to the California 
Integrated Waste Management Board staff and the study is ready for submission. 
The study resulted in a 59% diversion rate without biomass – 60% with biomass 
– these figures are subject to approval by the California Integrated Waste 
Management Board. 
 
The revised Local Assistance Plan required that the study be completed by July 
01, 2009. The City is required to submit a complete request for a new base year 
by August 01, and to submit all finalized documentation necessary to establish a 
new base year of 2006 and update its existing Source Reduction and Recycling 
Element (SRRE) through its annual report in accordance with Task 1.    

 
Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Carter, second Council Member Taylor To Request 
Approval By Minuet Order To Authorize City Manager To File The Required 
Documentation And Requests. 

 
Public comment 
 

Walt Maurer 
• Glad you showed that we told them so 
• Maybe we will be able to get back what we have already spent  
 
Ronald Porter 
• Thanks for completing this report 
• Saw areas that this did not cover such as washers, refrigerators, stoves, etc. 
• Also things from contractors 
• Also did not note Edison coming in to take away your older appliances when 

replace with energy saving ones 
 
Lewis Renner 
• Retired engineer off the base 
• Many years ago on base they ground old tires and put it with the asphalt to 

put on the streets and it lasted twice as long as just asphalt 
• Could mention this to Sacramento 
• We could also do this on our City streets so we might want to consider this 

here 
• Maybe we could kill 2 birds with 1 stone 
• A lot of people around on limited income and mandatory trash would make it 

very difficult for them 
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• Do we have to have 100% participation of all residences 
 
Mike Neel 
• 59% diversion rate 
• The Board needs to hear from the citizens again to tell you how irate we all 

are about mandatory curbside waste and recycling 
• If you care to fight the tyrants let them know just how you feel 
 
Motion on the floor  
 

Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Carter, second Council Member Taylor TO 
REQUEST APPROVAL BY MINUET ORDER TO AUTHORIZE CITY 
MANAGER TO FILE THE REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION AND 
REQUESTS.  Public comment heard.  Carried with 4 ayes, 1 absent; 
Council Member Holloway absent. 

 
3. Material Recovery Facility (MFR) Feasibility Study As Required By 

California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) Local Assistance 
Plan Task 6                  McRea 

 
Pursuant to the requirements of the revised Local Assistance Plan and the 
Compliance Order IWMA BR07-07 of the California Integrated Waste Management 
Board (CIWMB) staff is requesting City Council approval for a Professional 
Services Agreement for Shaw Environmental Inc.  The Consultant Agreement will 
be reviewed by the City Attorney and the Consultant to complete the Material 
Recovery Facility (MFR) Feasibility Study.  
 
The revised Local Assistance Plan required that the study be authorized by 
August 01, 2009. The City is required to conduct a study that evaluates the cost, 
feasibility and sustainability of constructing and operating a Materials Recovery 
Facility (MRF) within the City.  The report is due November 15, 2009 with a final 
copy approved by CIWMB by December 01, 2009.  The Solid Waste Generation 
Study for 2006 will be utilized in relationship to the available waste stream for the 
facility.  The recent generation/characterization study completed by the Waste 
Management Department of the County of Kern, with specific analysis of the 
Ridgecrest Sanitary Landfill sampling will additionally be utilized.  Task 6c. 
requires that if the study concludes that construction and operating a MRF is not 
feasible, the City will present alternatives that: 
 

1. The City is capable of implementing 
2. Accomplish the same goals, objectives and order of magnitude as 

constructing and operating a MRF within the City.  
Public Comment 
 

Ronald Porter 
• Does not know how the Council can possibly get the job done when this date 

is December 31 and date of start of service  
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Unnamed lady 
• Was at meeting 2 weeks ago and said it would be simpler to have a written 

idea of what the people have said before you (Council) go and make 
decisions 

• Should have paper printed out of what you want to do so people can 
comment 

 
David Neipp 
• Read from a transcript of the CIWMB hearing attended by Mayor, Mr. McRea 

and City Attorney in March 
• Is it possible to accurately determine the diversion rates if some figures are 

unknown 
• This issue has apparently been ongoing since 1990 
• How can the Board claim it has an accurate diversion rate, etc. 
 
Mike Neel 
• Feels that the CIWMB should pay for the study once we prove our figures 

were accurate 
• Hearings are supposed to be held in the area of jurisdiction – like here 
• Can we force them to come down here to hold their hearings 
 
Al Huey 
• Was on the Solid waste Committee  back in the 90’s and there was a study 

done in cooperation with Kern County and the base regarding feasibility of the 
MRF 

• Determined there was not enough of a waste stream to justify it being here 
• This justifies what has been done before 
 
Walt Maurer 
• Cost is 27K 
• 2 studies already now this is the third 
• Talking about a refund – has the Board ever done a refund  

o Mayor Morgan - they never have been proven wrong 
• Who signed the plan 

o Mayor Morgan - Council signed the local assistance plan in December 
2007 

• When we signed that did we believe at that time that we exceeded the 
requirement  

o Yes 
 

Moved by Council Member Taylor, second Vice mayor Wiknich FOR 
MINUTE MOTION TO ENGAGE PROFESSION SERVICES 
CONSULTANT SHAW ENVIRONMENTAL INC.  Public comment heard.  
Carried with a voice vote of  4 ayes, 1 absent; Council Member . Holloway 
absent 
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4. Universal (Mandatory) Curbside Solid Waste And Recycling Residential 

Service And On Site Commercial Recycling Service            McRea 
 

The City Council set a time and place for a Public Hearing to consider the 
placement of the property-related fee on the Kern County property tax roll for 
certain residential properties. The City Council also ordered a notice of Public 
Hearing, accompanied by a Fee Schedule, be given to the record owners of the 
identified parcels within the City in accordance with the provisions of Proposition 
218.  The City held a Public Hearing on July 1, 2009 where all interested parties 
and property owners were given the opportunity to hear and be heard, and 
protests to the placement of the fee on the tax roll. The City Council by 
Resolution confirms and approves the 2009/10 maximum rates as shown in the 
attached Resolution for residential parcels and as noticed to property owners. No 
fees are required for unimproved or undeveloped properties. Subsequent annual 
fees in amounts not to exceed the established annual maximum fees, as 
increased by the allowed Los Angeles-Riverside-Orange County CPI-U inflator 
as of February, will be levied without further protest proceedings pursuant to 
Proposition 218. Resolution 09-   is presented for discussion and adoption. 

 
a.  Resolution 09-  ; A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council 

Confirming And Ordering The Placement Of The Universal Solid 
Waste Property Related Fee For Residential Parcels On The Kern 
County Secured Property Tax Roll For Fiscal Year 2009/10 

 
Vice Mayor Wiknich read all the protest letters received by the City Clerk up to the day 
before the July 1 meeting.  Comments were that Benz is doing a great job and let them 
do it and the City keeps out of it.  Also accusations that we were doing this to raise 
money for the general fund.  Concerns expressed that citizens would not be able to do 
their own recycling – they still can.  The rate schedule is based on the maximum fee – 
still has not been totally settled – would like to see details before we enter into final 
agreement as he questions some of the estimates 
. 
Comments that follow are general to the trash issue but most pertinent to items 4.c. and 
4.d.  
 

Council Member Taylor stated he could not get answer from staff before this 
meeting about the rates.  Paying in full for a year will give you a discount that 
makes it equal to the senior rate.  Collecting $8 more from each residence than 
before for billing charges.  Is it attached to something that is not known. 

 
Paul Benz 
• Appreciates the questions and has been available all along for answers 
• He is at complete disposal of City Council 
• Has not been able to get a good estimate for building the transfer building 

without specific commitment and plans 
• Everything – new trucks, bailer, new bins, etc cost money 
• These figures are estimates 
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• Have been working diligently to get the City into compliance and need to by 
mid-December 

• Maybe the Board will give the City an extension 
• Figures on the spreadsheet were developed in January or February and was 

strictly residential commercial had not entered into this 
• Originally thought we could have several recycle bins at different areas 

around the city but Board said bin had to be at all commercial places 
• Everything happens and develops during discussions with the state 

 
Council Member Taylor stated we need to talk more about the maximum figure 
and wants to see spreadsheet and breakdown for the billing 
 

 
Vice Mayor Wiknich only got the spreadsheet on Friday so has not had a lot of 
time to digest it – we don’t have enough info to justify a 2.9M building 
To set a final rate we need to have the details and justification to be able to do 
that 

 
Public comment 
 

Robert Eireman 
• Stated he was holding a bill from IWV Water District and had asked how 

many that they send out each month - 36K and it takes 2 people to do it with 
another to help occasionally 

• Benz will have to send out only 9300 
• Suggests that Benz go to the water district and contract them to send out their 

bills 
• It just cannot cost $8 per month to mail out a bill 
• Transfer facility will be shared with commercial but not reflected on fee 

structure 
• No line item for profit 
• They have not justified the fee schedule 
• Should not approve this 
 
David Dean 
• Proprietor of Treasures to Cherish 
• Heard fees for commercial would not be done a this time 
• Feels fee \ should be related to what is picked up 
• Generates more at home that at the business 
 
Joshua Loscar 
• Thanked Council for not voting the billing on the prop tax rolls 
• His comment at last meeting about recall was not a threat but to let the 

people know they have options 
• Wants to keep his property - he has paid for it 
• We need to get back to laws that common people can read and understand 
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• Wants his freedom rather than security 
 
Ronald Porter 
• Billing now is collected by Benz 
• They will change from bi monthly to quarterly so that should reduce billing 

costs 
• No sense in it being higher  
• Franchise tax fee will be large to pay to the City 
• Did not think commercial was going to be included in this at this time 
• Would be cheaper to drive the truck to Tehachapi than build a recycle facility 
• Found the blue carts at a cost $65 and he found them on internet for approx 

$45 
• Empire Steel Building gave him an estimate of 720K top end 900K 
• Equipment costs are unknown actual costs  
• Thinks that this needs to be tabled until solid costs are produced 
• So much of this does not make logical sense 
• $4K permitting fee – what is that for 
• Requesting council not pass this at this time until reasonable answers are 

received 
• Transfer facility – we don’t have operation procedures, or size of equipment  
• Need to look at labor and amount of it 
 
Dave Matthews 
• Some may be confused what it means to recycle on your own 
• CRV – allowed to take back or turn in and get your money back 
• Plastic sacks, milk cartons, cans, paper, small boxes, etc. are other issues 
• This needs to be refined as to what goes into those bins 
• You will still have to have this bin whether you self recycle or not 
• Billing fee – years ago the water bill came out bi-monthly and it was the 

lowest of all bills we received 
• Now it come once a month and it is twice as much as it once was 
• He has always considered trash collection as a service line gas, electric, 

water, etc. 
• Trash collection is still the lowest bill he gets 
• Heard Mr. McRea mention a non-refundable fee 

o It is the yearly bill payment 
 
Penelope LePome 
• Recycling and trash pickup - CIWMB stated that it be mandatory  
• She wants to know the definition of mandatory 
• Heard that some folks share a bin because they have little trash 
• Hope that some arrangements for billing can be arranged for them 
 
Walt Maurer 
• Appreciated Mr. Morgan for clarifying what the situation is 
• If we had 100% diversion we would still have to have the mandatory program 
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• That is totally outrageous 
• Heard Council just got the spreadsheet with the agenda 
• This is like shooting in the bush - you don't know what you are shooting at 
• Why not table this until we have firm figures 
• Questions about the building, the billing, etc. 
• Council should go to the Board and ask for an extension 
• We are moving very quickly without apparent checking on the figures 
• Appears it hasn’t been done 
• Why only 9400 households – thought we sent out over 11K mailers 
• Has anyone looked at costs of the other transfer facilities in Kern County to 

stand them up 
• Look at the cost of the building 
• This is maximum cost and does the COLA enter into this 
• Table and ask the state for an extension 
 
Mayor Morgan stated that no contract is going to be signed without thorough 
checking 
 
Mary Mancini 
• Quarterly billing is a concern and amounts to about $120 per resident 
• Owns a double lot with 2 tiny houses on it – one cannot even be lived in – will 

she pay $240 per quarter 
 
Mike Neel 
• We need to have accurate figures 
• Appreciates Taylor pointing out the discrepancies 
• Questioned Paul Benz on some of the figures on the spread sheet 

o Figures were for over a ten year spread 
• Citizens need to have accurate figures and information 
• Maybe we will be able to recoup some costs after a while 
 
Ronald Porter 
• Commercial business such as the markets and WalMart already have 

compacting and bailing machines for their cardboard and ship it out already 
• They shouldn’t have to have a bin 
 
Mr. McRea noted deadline of September first for residential and August first for 
commercial.  Resolution for residential could be delayed for a month but 
commercial needs action. 

 
Resolution 09-  ; A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council Confirming 
And Ordering The Placement Of The Universal Solid Waste Property 
Related Fee For Residential Parcels On The Kern County Secured Property 
Tax Roll For Fiscal Year 2009/10 

 
Moved by Council Member Taylor, no second 
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With no second on item 4. a. (above) the motion fails without action. 
 

b.  Program Of Services: Implementation Of Ordinance No. 09-01, And  
A Universal (Mandatory) Curbside Solid Waste And Recycling 
Residential Service And On Site Commercial Recycling Service For 
All Improved Or Developed Parcels Benz Sanitation And Tehachapi 
Recycling, Inc. 

 
Moved by Council Member Wiknich, second Council Member Taylor FOR A 
MINUTE MOTION TO  IMPLEMENTATION OF ORDINANCE NO. 09-01, AND  A 
UNIVERSAL (MANDATORY) CURBSIDE SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING 
RESIDENTIAL SERVICE AND ON SITE COMMERCIAL RECYCLING SERVICE 
FOR ALL IMPROVED OR DEVELOPED PARCELS BENZ SANITATION AND 
TEHACHAPI RECYCLING, INC.  Public comment heard.  Carried with a roll call 
vote of.3 ayes,1 no, 1 absent; Mayor Pro Tem Carter voted no, Council Member  
Holloway  absent. 

 
c. Resolution 09-  ; A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council 

Establishing A Fee Schedule For Universal Solid Waste And 
Recycling Residential Service As A Property Related  Fee For 
Service For Residential Parcels. 

 
Item 4. c. (above) was tabled with no action taken. 
 

d. Resolution 09-43; A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council 
Establishing And Amending A Fee Schedule For Universal Solid 
Waste And Onsite Recycling And Cardboard For Commercial, Muti-
Family, And Institutional Fee For Service For All Parcels. 

 
Moved by Council Member Taylor, second Vice Mayor Wiknich TO 
ADOPT RESOLUTION 09-43; A RESOLUTION OF THE RIDGECREST 
CITY COUNCIL ESTABLISHING AND AMENDING A FEE SCHEDULE 
FOR UNIVERSAL SOLID WASTE AND ONSITE RECYCLING AND 
CARDBOARD FOR COMMERCIAL, MUTI-FAMILY, AND 
INSTITUTIONAL FEE FOR SERVICE FOR ALL PARCELS.  Public 
comment heard.  Carried with a voice vote of 4 ayes, 1 absent; Council 
Member Holloway absent. 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
5. Resolution No. 09- 44 A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council 

Announcing Proclamations Prepared For The Month Of July 2009 And 
Scheduled Date Of Presentation      Avery 

 
The Ridgecrest City Council receives requests for presentation of ceremonial 
proclamations for various events and observations. The following proclamations 
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have been processed and will be presented at location, date and time shown 
below: 

 
Proclamation Title 

 
Honoring James Delgado - 11 Years Coaching Indian Wells Valley Youth 
Sports 

 
This proclamation will be presented on Thursday, July 16, 2009 at 12:00 NOON 
at City Hall    
 
Council was informed that Mr. Delgado could not be available at the time noted.  
Presentation will be rescheduled. 

 
6. Sale Of Real Property By The Ridgecrest Redevelopment Agency Of Lot 25 

Of The Ridgecrest Business Park              McRea  
 
7. Resolution No. 09-45, A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council To  

Award A Contract To The Lowest Responsible Bidder In The Amount Of 
$321,882.00 To Burtch Construction For The Road  North And South Bound 
Lanes On North Norma Avenue From Las Flores Avenue  To  West 
Ridgecrest Boulevard  And Westbound Ward Avenue From Mahan Street 
To Downs Street          Speer 

 
8. Minutes Of The Special City Council/Redevelopment Agency Meeting Of 

June 11, 2009         Gable 
 
9. Minutes Of The Regular City Council/Redevelopment Agency Meeting Of 

June 17, 2009         Gable 
 
10. Minutes Of The Regular City Council/Redevelopment Agency Meeting Of 

July 1, 2009          Gable 
 
11. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated July 3, 2009 In The Amount 

Of $168,811.64                 Staheli 
 
12. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated July 3, 2009 In The Amount 

Of $7,193.71                  Staheli 
 
13. Agency Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated July 3, 2009 In The Amount 

Of $518.40                  Staheli 
 
Walt Maurer requested removal of items 7, 11 and 12 
 

Moved by Council Member Taylor, second Vice Mayor Wiknich TO APPROVE 
THE CONSENT CALENDAR WITH ITEMS 7, 11 AND 12 REMOVED.  Public 
comment heard.  Carried with a voice vote of 4 ayes, 1 absent; Council Member 
Holloway absent. 
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7. Resolution No. 09-45, A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council To  

Award A Contract To The Lowest Responsible Bidder In The Amount Of 
$321,882.00 To Burtch Construction For The Road  North And South Bound 
Lanes On North Norma Avenue From Las Flores Avenue  To  West 
Ridgecrest Boulevard  And Westbound Ward Avenue From Mahan Street 
To Downs Street  

 
Mr. Maurer stated the online agenda said 8 bids received and his agenda 5 bids - 
which is right? 

The agenda on the website and the one at the door of the Chambers are 
one and the same - 5 bids were received. 

 
Moved by Council Member Taylor, second Vice Mayor Wiknich TO ADOPT 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-45, A RESOLUTION OF THE RIDGECREST CITY 
COUNCIL TO  AWARD A CONTRACT TO THE LOWEST RESPONSIBLE 
BIDDER IN THE AMOUNT OF $321,882.00 TO BURTCH CONSTRUCTION 
FOR THE ROAD  NORTH AND SOUTH BOUND LANES ON NORTH NORMA 
AVENUE FROM LAS FLORES AVENUE  TO  WEST RIDGECREST 
BOULEVARD  AND WESTBOUND WARD AVENUE FROM MAHAN STREET 
TO DOWNS STREET.  Public comment heard.  Carried with a voice vote of 4 
ayes, 1 absent; Council Member Holloway absent 

 
11. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated July 3, 2009 In The Amount 

Of $168,811.64 
 

Mr. Maurer questioned the Sparkletts entry for $870.92on Pay 11 of the DWR. 
City Manager Avery stated that the water was for hydration of our 
employee. 

 
Moved by Vice Mayor Wiknich, second Mayor Pro Tem Carter TO APPROVE 
COUNCIL EXPENDITURE APPROVAL LIST (DWR) DATED JULY 3, 2009 IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $168,811.64.  Public comment heard.  Carried with a voice 
vote of 4 ayes, 1 absent; Council Member Holloway absent. 

 
12. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated July 3, 2009 In The Amount 

Of $7,193.71                  Staheli 
 

Mr. Maurer asked about the third item on page 1 - American Society of 
Composers in the amount of $305.00 

City Manager Avery replied that this was a licensing fee to protect the City 
in the event that we used any way, any music that is copyrighted. 

 
Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Carter, second Council Member Taylor TO APPROVE 
COUNCIL EXPENDITURE APPROVAL LIST (DWR) DATED JULY 3, 2009 IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $7,193.71.  Public comment heard.  Carried with a voice vote 
of 4 ayes, 1 absent; Council Member  Holloway absent. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT  10:55 
 

Dorothy Brown 
• A great amount of work done today – thanked them for all they have done 
• Thanked the City for showing off the new street sweeper on N. Gold Canyon 

and it keep it’s dirt in its bin  
• Hope the city has a litter law – if they don’t they need to have one 
• Recycling yard on corner of S. Downs Street and W. Ridgecrest Boulevard 

has  had blowing trash 
• Also on the north side of W. Ridgecrest Boulevard the business there is using 

the vacant property to store things 
• Why are we willing to spend funds on a street with very unattractive 

businesses west of Norma Street on W. Ridgecrest Boulevard 
 
Dave Matthews 
• Thinks we need and EXTRA  edition of the local media stating that N. Norma 

Street is going to be paved 
• Forgot what else he wanted to say 
 
Walt Maurer 
• What are we going with on N. Norma rubberized or straight asphalt – straight 

asphalt 
• Is it  grant funds – no, Prop 1B funds 
• Apologized  for anything he said that appeared to infer Council was doing 

anything illegal or wrong 
• Now understand what folks went through at the Constitutional Convention  
 
Mike Neel 
• Thanked Dave Matthews for great lead-in 
• Annoying having to wait so late until 11 o’clock to make a public comment 
• Still does not like it being so late in the agenda 
• A Thomas Jefferson quote about It is every ones right and obligation to read 

the Constitution for themselves 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 

Morgan 
 Thanked everyone who spoke tonight  
 It is always nice to have a dialogue on items we are dealing with 
 Have been trying to keep the citizens aware of things we are working on 
 Feel the reports of staff are of benefit to all 
 Will be especially so if the committees are disbanded 
 We are trying to incorporate information into this meeting and in doing so they 

sometimes become long 
 Feels it is going well at this point 
 Consider what you want and tell us 
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 The more info presented and commented upon will inevitably extend the 
meetings somewhat 

 Think about it and tell us how you want it 
 
Carter 

 Thankful for all the citizens that have been here the last few meetings 
 This is democracy at work - this is how it should be 
 Come down give your opinion and ideas 
 Once again, thank you all 

 
Wiknich 

 He too thanked everyone for their comments and participation 
 Out of here for two weeks – going to Alaska 
 Had a note slipped under door of his business with the question - " when are 

we going to start spending the 1% sales tax" 
 
Taylor 

 Appreciate all the comments and those folks that come down here to our 
meetings 

 It was a democratic event this evening 
 He was listening to the Council meeting on July 1 so is aware of the things 

brought up 
 Some will think that they are not being represented but if they do they are 

mistaken 
 He doesn’t always get what he wants nor does anyone else 
 New health care facility opened recently – new hotel and motels  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Mayor Morgan adjourned the meeting at 11:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
           
      Rita Gable, City Clerk 
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