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CITY OF RIDGECREST 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
RIDGECREST REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

 
AGENDA 

Special Council/Agency Meeting 
Wednesday, January 14, 2009 

 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CITY HALL 
100 West California Avenue 

Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
 

Closed Session – 6:00 p.m. 
Special Session – 6:30 p.m.

This meeting room is wheelchair accessible.  Accommodations and access to 
City meetings for people with other handicaps may be requested of the City Clerk 
(499-5002) five working days in advance of the meeting. 
 
In compliance with SB 343.  City Council/Ridgecrest Redevelopment Agency 
Agenda and corresponding writings of open session items are available for public 
inspection at the following locations: 

1. City of Ridgecrest City Hall, 100 W. California Ave., Ridgecrest, CA 
93555 

2. Kern County Library – Ridgecrest Branch, 131 E. Las Flores Ave., 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 

3. City of Ridgecrest official website at http://ci.ridgecrest.ca.us 

CALL TO ORDER  

ROLL CALL 

CLOSED SESSION – 6:00 p.m. 

GC54956.8 Redevelopment Agency Real Property Negotiations – Owner 
Participation Agreements (OPA) – VIMCO Required Parking 
Planning Commission recommendation from their December 9, 
2008 meeting.  Agency Negotiators, Michael Avery and James 
McRea. 

http://ci.ridgecrest.ca.us/
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GC54956.8 Redevelopment Agency Real Property Negotiations – Owner 

Participation Agreements (OPA) – County of Kern, Settlement 
Agreement Implementation.  Agency Negotiators, Michael Avery 
and James McRea. 

 

GC54957.6 Labor Negotiations – Progress Report on Continuing Negotiations 
with United Food and Commercial Workers Local 1036, P.E.A.R. 
and Mid-Management/Confidential – Agency Negotiator Michael 
Avery 

SPECIAL SESSION – 6:30 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

INVOCATION 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

1. Youth Advisory Council 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Persons wishing to address the Council on matters that are within the Council’s 
jurisdiction and do not already appear on this agenda, may do so at this time.  
Pursuant to the Brown Act, the City Council may not take action on an item that 
does not appear on the Agenda.  Speakers are limited to five (5) minutes.  The 
PUBLIC COMMENT section of the Agenda is limited to a total of sixty (60) 
minutes.  Speakers are asked to provide their name and address for the record. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

All items on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine by City staff and 
will be approved in one motion if no member of the Council or the public wishes 
to comment or ask questions. If comment or discussion is desired by anyone, 
that item may be removed from the Consent Calendar and be considered 
separately, with public comment, before action is taken. 

2. Resolution No. 09- , A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council Amending 
The 2006-2008 Ridgecrest Energy Efficiency Partnership Program Between 
The City Of Ridgecrest And Southern California Edison (SCE)  Avery 

The City of Ridgecrest has been involved with a Ridgecrest Energy Efficiency 
Partnership Program with SCE since 2006.  This program brought approximately 
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$300,000 to the City to be used in energy efficient programs.  This program was 
a three year program that expired December 31, 2008. 

The Public Utilities Commission (PUC) has not approved the 2009-2011 program 
objectives at this time and has approved "bridge" funding until the new program 
period is approved.  This bridge funding for the City could amount to $5,000 
monthly toward the continuance of the Ridgecrest Energy Partnership Program.  
There is no City match. 

3. Minutes of the Regular City Council/Redevelopment Agency Meeting of 
December 17, 2008        Gable 

4. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated December 18, 2008 In The 
Amount of $420,973.42        Sloan 

5. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated December 31, 2008 In the 
Amount of $175,096.84        Sloan 

6. Agency Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated December 18, 2008 In The 
Amount Of $5,477.69        Sloan 

7. Agency Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated December 31, 2008 In The 
Amount Of $238,865.00        Sloan 

OTHER ACTION ITEMS 

8. Third Party Building Inspector Agreement; Authorization By The City Of 
Ridgecrest For The Potential Of Replacing The County Of Kern With Boyle 
Engineering For The Hampton Inn Hotel Project Inspection At The Owner's 
Sole Expense And Specific Request And Request Authorization For City 
Manager To Execute Letter Holding Kern County Harmless          McRea 

The Public Services Department received a request from CNM Holdings (K-
Partners) to utilize a private consulting firm for the Plan Checking and Building 
Inspection Process for construction of the Hampton Inn in the Ridgecrest 
Business Park.  The working drawings and site construction have already been 
Plan Checked and approved by Kern County. 

Initial foundation inspections have also been initiated by the Kern County 
Building Inspectors.  All permit fees have been paid, except for a special permit 
for a retaining wall under construction adjacent to Chelsea St. 

9. Consideration And Determination Of Interest And Preference In Kern 
Council Of Governments' Lobbyist Services     Speer 

The Kern Council of Governments (KCOG) has solicited interest from its 
members for the procurement of lobbyist services at both the state and federal 
level in an effort to secure more legislative support for its regional projects and 
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goals.  KCOG has identified three scenarios to fund the lobbyist services.  These 
scenarios are presented on Attachment "A". 

KCOG seeks a response from the City to two questions.  These questions are: 
#1. Is the City interested in procuring lobbyist services through KernCOG? 
#2. Which funding scenario does the City prefer? 

CITY MANAGER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORTS 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS 

COMMITTEES, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS  

Community Development Committee 
Members:  Steve Morgan, Ron Carter, Eric Kauffman, Jason Patin 
Meetings:  1st Thursday of the month at 5:30 p.m.; Council Conference 
Room 
Next meeting February 5 

 
City Organization and Services Committee 

Members:  Tom Wiknich, Jerry Taylor, Nellavan Jeglum, Lois Beres 
Meetings:  2nd Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Council Conference 
Room 
Next meeting February 12 

 
Parks, Recreation and Quality of Life Committee 

Members:  Ron Carter, Chip Holloway, Craig Porter, Jason Patin 
Meetings:  4th Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Kerr-McGee Center 
Next meeting January 22 

 
Infrastructure Committee 

Members:  Tom Wiknich, Jerry Taylor, Lois Beres, Nellavan Jeglum 
Meetings:  2nd Tuesday of the month at 5:00 p.m., Council Conference 
Room 
Next meeting February 10 

 
Activate Community Talents and Interventions For Optimal Neighborhoods 
Task Force (ACTION) 

Members:  Chair Ron Carter, Chip Holloway 
Meetings:  2nd Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m., Kerr-McGee Center 
Next meeting February 9 

 
RACVB 

Council Members Chip Holloway, Jerry Taylor 
Meetings:  3rd Wednesday of the month, 8:00 a.m., 
Next meeting January 21 

OTHER COMMITTEES, BOARDS, OR COMMISSIONS 
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There are two (2) appointments still to be made to the City Personnel Appeals 
Board 

Mayor Pro Tem Carter and Council Member Taylor need to make appointments 
to this Board. 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 

The Mayor and Council Members may make a brief statement.  In addition, 
Council Members may ask a question of staff or the public for clarification on any 
matter, make a request of staff for factual information, or request staff to report 
back to the council at a later meeting concerning any matter.  In addition the 
Council, or any member, may direct the City Manager to place an item of 
business on a future agenda. 

ADJOURNMENT 





RESOLUTION NO. 09 - 

A RESOLUTION OF THE RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIL 
AMENDING THE 2006-2008 RIDGECREST ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM BETWEEN THE CITY 
OF RIDGECREST AND SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON 
(SCE) 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Ridgecrest and Southern California Edison (SCE) have 

been involved in an Energy Efficiency Partnership Program; and 
 
WHEREAS, this program expired on December 31, 2008; and 
 
WHEREAS, the 2009-2011 Energy Efficiency Partnership Program has not yet 

been approved by the Public Utilities Commission (PUC); and 
 
WHEREAS, the PUC has authorized SCE to continue the current partnership 

program in the interim.  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ridgecrest City Council 

authorizes the amendment to the agreement to jointly deliver the 2006-2008 Ridgecrest 
Energy Efficiency Partnership Program and authorizes the City Manager to execute 
same. 

 
APPROVED, AND ADOPTED, this 14th day of January 2009, by the following 

vote: 
 
AYES:  
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
            
      Steven P. Morgan, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
     
Rita Gable 
City Clerk 
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THIS ADDENDUM TO THE AGREEMENT TO JOINTLY DELIVER THE 2006-2008 
RIDGECREST ENERGY EFFICIENC PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM (the “Addendum”) 
is effective as of  January ___, 2009 (“Effective Date”), by SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
EDISON COMPANY (“SCE” or the “Utility,”) and THE CITY OF RIDGRECREST 
(“PARTNER”).  The Utility and the Partner may be referred to herein individually as a 
“Party” and collectively as the “Parties.” All capitalized terms not otherwise defined 
herein shall have the meaning ascribed to them in the Agreement to Jointly Deliver the 
2006-2008 Ridgecrest Energy Efficiency Partnership Program, dated as of January 1, 
2006, by and among the Parties (the “2006-08 Agreement”). 
 

RECITALS 
  
 WHEREAS, the Parties previously executed the 2006-08 Agreement to jointly 
deliver the 2006-08 Ridgecrest Partnership Program, which provides that all program 
activities (as defined in the Program Concept Papers for the 2006-08 Agreement),  must 
be completed by March 2009 and no new program activities can commence after 
December 31, 2008; 
 
 WHEREAS, on July 21 2008, the Utility submitted its application (“2009-11 
Application”) for the implementation of energy efficiency programs to be delivered to 
California utility customers for the years 2009 through 2011, which included the 2009-11 
Ridgecrest Energy Efficiency Partnership Program (the “2009-11 Program”), involving 
the joint delivery of energy efficiency information, training and workshops, marketing 
and outreach, energy savings projects, and support for California Long-Term Energy 
Efficiency Strategic Plan for the Partner cities, public agencies, communities located in 
SCE’s service territory; 
 
 WHEREAS, on August 18, 2008, the Utility, together with the other California 
investor-owned utilities,  filed a joint request for bridge funding in order to continue 
certain energy efficiency programs into 2009 in the event the Commission does not 
finalize a decision on 2009-2011 Applications before the end of 2008;  
 

WHEREAS, on October 16,  2008, the Commission issued a Decision Adopting 
Bridge Funding For 2009 Energy Efficiency Programs (“Bridge Funding Decision”) 
allowing  the Utility to expend funds to continue certain 2008 energy efficiency programs 
pending adoption by the Commission of a final decision on the Utility’s 09-11 
Application. 

  
WHEREAS, the Parties desire to enter into this Addendum to provide for an 

extension of the 2006-08 Agreement in the event the Commission has not issued a final 
decision on the 09-11 Applications on or prior to January 1, 2009; and 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, for valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of 
which is hereby acknowledged, the Parties agree as follows:  
 

 1
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1. In the event the Commission has not issued a final decision on the 2009-11 
Applications prior to January 1, 2009, then the Parties agree to extend the 
2006-08 Agreement, as follows:  

 
a. The Parties shall be authorized to perform Authorized Work under the 

2006-08 Agreement after December 31, 2008 (“Bridge-Funded 
Authorized Work”), subject to the terms of this Addendum. 

 
b. The Parties shall continue to track all Authorized Work under the 2006-08 

Agreement performed prior to January 1, 2009 (“2006-08 Authorized 
Work”) and all related reports and other work, including the final invoice 
for the 2006-2008 period, must be submitted to the Utility by February 15, 
2009.  

 
c. The Bridge-Funded Authorized Work shall be subject to the terms of the 

Commission’s Bridge Funding Decision.  In the event of any 
inconsistency between this Addendum and the Commission’s Bridge 
Funding Decision, the terms of the Bridge Funding Decision shall control. 

 
d. The Commission-approved monthly budget for “Partner’s” performance 

of the Bridge-Funded Authorized Work (“Monthly Bridge Funding 
Budget”), shall be allocated as follows: 

 
(i) SCE is authorized to spend an amount not to exceed $5,192 per 

month, including Incentives, during the Bridge Funding Period for 
Bridge-Funded Authorized Work in SCE’s service territory; 

 
The Parties acknowledge that any unspent funds in a single month that is 
allocated in the Monthly Bridge Funding Budget may not be spent in 
future months, unless prior written authorization is provided by the Utility. 
The Utility’s Monthly Bridge Funding Budget may be supplemented on a 
case-by-case basis with prior written authorization from the Utility in the 
event that there are large projects that exceed such Monthly Bridge 
Funding Budget or that the Parties can produce significant additional 
savings with additional funds. 

 
The Parties shall not spend any funds allocated to the Bridge Funding 
Period prior to January 1, 2009.   

 
Unspent funds from the 2006-2008 Program cycle shall not carry over into 
the Bridge Funding Period without prior approval by the Utility in its sole 
and absolute discretion after submission by the Partner on or before 
December 15, 2008 of a request to carry over funds, except such funds as 
are necessary to prepare final project reports for projects installed prior to 
December 31, 2008, final program reports and final invoices, as 
authorized by the Utility.  
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e. The Parties acknowledge that the Partner will be proposing energy savings 
projects for the 2009-11 Program during the Bridge-Funding Period.  The 
Partner acknowledges that the Utility shall have the sole and absolute 
discretion to commit or approve any such projects during the Bridge 
Funding Period.  

   
f. Unless this Agreement is terminated pursuant to Section 24 of the 06-08 

Agreement, the Parties shall complete all Direct Implementation, Training 
and Education, and Marketing & Outreach activities (as defined in the 
Program Concept Papers) related to Bridge-Funded Authorized Work by 
no later than the date that is three months after the effective date of a final 
decision by the Commission on the 2009-11 Applications, or by December 
31, 2009, or by the effective date of an Agreement for the 2009-11 
Application activities, whichever occurs first (such first date, the “Bridge-
Funded Authorized Work Deadline”).  Program administrative activities 
(as defined by Concept Papers and reporting requirements), including 
submission of the Final Report(s), for Bridge-Funded Authorized Work 
must be completed no later than three (3) months following the Bridge-
Funded Authorized Work Deadline, unless otherwise agreed to by the 
Parties or so ordered by the Commission. 

 
g. The Parties shall track all Bridge-Funded Authorized Work performed 

after January 1, 2009, and final invoices for Bridge-Funded Authorized 
Work shall be submitted no later than three (3) months following the 
Bridge-Funded Authorized Work Deadline. 

 
h. The Term of the 2006-08 Agreement shall continue in effect with respect 

to Bridge-Funded Authorized Work until the date which is three (3) 
months following the Bridge-Funded Authorized Work Deadline, unless 
otherwise terminated in accordance with the provisions of Section 24.2 of 
the 2006-08 Agreement. 

 
i. The terms of the 2006-08 Agreement (as amended, restated, supplemented 

or modified under this Addendum) shall remain in full force and effect for 
such Bridge-Funded Authorized Work.  In the event of any inconsistency 
between the terms of the 2006-08 Agreement and the terms of this 
Addendum, the terms of this Addendum shall control. 

 
Unless otherwise stated in this Addendum, the Parties’ rights and obligations with 
respect to Authorized Work performed on or prior to December 31, 2008 shall remain 
the same and are not intended to be amended or modified.  
 
2. This Addendum shall only become effective if the Commission has not issued 

a final decision on the 2009-11 Applications authorizing the 2009-11 
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Program prior to January 1, 2009.  In the event such final decision is issued 
prior to January 1, 2009, then this Addendum shall automatically terminate 
and be of no further force and effect. 

 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Addendum to be 

executed by their duly authorized representatives.  
 

 
Partner: City Of Ridgecrest 
 
 
 
 
By:  _____________________________ 
Name Printed: Michael D. Avery   
Its:  City Manager 
  
Date:  ______________, 2009 
 

SCE: 
 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON  
COMPANY 
 
 
 
By:  _____________________________ 
Name Printed: Lynda Ziegler 
Its:  Senior Vice President,  
             Customer Services 
 
Date:  ______________, 2009 
 

 





 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIL AND 
RIDGECREST REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY AND 

 
City Council Chambers               December 17, 2008 
100 West California Avenue            6:30 p.m. 
Ridgecrest, California 93555 
 

This meeting was recorded and will be on file in the Office of the City Clerk for a 
certain period of time from date of approval by City Council/Redevelopment 
Agency.  Meetings are recorded for the purpose of preparation of minutes. 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 6:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Steven Morgan; Ronald Carter, Mayor Pro Tem, Vice Mayor 

Thomas Wiknich, and Council Members Marshall Holloway and 
Jerry Taylor 

 
STAFF: Michael Avery, City Manager; Keith Lemieux, City Attorney; Rita 

Gable, City Clerk; Tess Sloan, Administrative Services Department 
Interim Director; Jim McRea, Public Services Department Director, 
Dennis Speer, Public Works Department Director; Jim Ponek, 
Parks, Recreation And Cultural Affairs Department Director; Ronald 
Strand, Chief of Police; and other personnel 

 
 
CLOSED SESSION – 6:00 p.m. 
 

GC54956.9 Conference With Legal Counsel - Existing Litigation - Lynette 
Mulverhill v. City of Ridgecrest 

 
REGULAR SESSION – 6:30 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
INVOCATION –  
 
CITY ATTORNEY REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION 
 

In Closed Session the City Manager provided information to Council regarding 
the Lynette Mulverhill litigation - no action taken. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
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PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
1. Youth Advisory Council - none 
 
2. Presentation - Employee Service Awards 
 

Council presented Service awards in recognition of employees who have 
reached employment milestones of 5 or more years of service to the City. 

 
5-year 

 
Kristen Hanley     Ryan Sloan 
      5 years          5 years 
   2003-2008       2003-2008 
 
Seth Podell      Craig Bradley 
    5 years          5 years 
 2003-2008       2003-2008 

 
Sandra Aichlmayr     Greg Clark 
      5 years         5 years 
   2003-2008      2003-2008 

 
Bonnie Mathis 

5 Years 
2003-2008 

 
10 Year 

 
James Kirwin 

10 years 
1997-2007 

 
20-year 

 
Mary Stage      Paul Maschhoff 
   20 years            20 years 
1988-2008          1988-2008 
 

25 Year 
 

Larry miller 
25 years 

1983-2008 



MINUTES - CITY COUNCIL / REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY - REGULAR 
December 17, 2008 
Page 3 
 

 
30 Year 

 
Michael smith 

30 years 
1978-2008 

 
35-year 

 
Mel Cornelius 

35 years 
1973-2008 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT - 6:40 p.m. 
 

Jan Bennett, Ridgecrest Elks Lodge 
• Thanked City for support of Children’s Christmas Parade 
• Police Department, PACT and Explores were tremendous help 
• Weather was awful with winds about 60 MPH 
• Had 54 entries and 52 showed up – they had concerns for their animals 
• Thanked the community as a whole for their support 

 
Closed at 6:44 p.m. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
3. Resolution No. 08-89, A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council 

Accepting Into Record The Compensation Study For Current Employee 
Classifications         Avery 

 
 
4. Resolution No. 08-90, A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council 

Approving And Amending The City Of Ridgecrest Classification Plan And 
Adopting The Job Specifications Of Wastewater Operator III Into The City 
Of Ridgecrest Classification Plan      Avery 

 
5. Resolution No. 08-01, A Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of 

Ridgecrest Approving The Final Balancing Change Order In The Amount Of 
$ -4802.60 To Pacific Engineer For The Las Flores Elementary Sidewalk 
Improvements SR2SL-5385(031) And SRL2SL-5385(033) And Authorizing 
Filing Of A Notice Of Completion And Authorizing Release Of Retained 
Funds In The Amount Of $13,718.57 Thirty Five (35) Days After Recordation 
Of The Notice Of Completion       Speer 
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6. Minutes Of The Regular City Council/Redevelopment Agency Meeting Of 

December 3, 2008         Gable 
 
7. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated December 5, 2008 In The 

Amount Of $ $299,402.55        Sloan 
 
8. Agency Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated December 5, 2008 In The 

Amount Of $500.00        Sloan 
 

Moved by Council Member Wiknich, second Council Member Carter TO 
APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR.  No public comment.  Carried with a 
voice vote of 4 ayes, 1 absent; Council Member Holloway absent. 

 
OTHER ACTION ITEMS 
 
9. Resolution No. 08-92, A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council 

Accepting The Lowest Responsive Price Proposal For An Automated 
Demand Response Transportation Management System, Authorizing The 
City Manager To Execute The Contract And Appropriating Reserve Funding 
In The Sum Of $71,110.00          A. Taylor /Speer 

 
Vice Mayor Wiknich satisfied with changes stating staff did good job with this. 

 
Moved by Council Member Wiknich, second Council Member Taylor TO ADOPT 
RESOLUTION NO. 08-92, A RESOLUTION OF THE RIDGECREST CITY 
COUNCIL ACCEPTING THE LOWEST RESPONSIVE PRICE PROPOSAL FOR 
AN AUTOMATED DEMAND RESPONSE TRANSPORTATION MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM, AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE 
CONTRACT AND APPROPRIATING RESERVE FUNDING IN THE SUM OF 
$71,110.00.   No public comment.  Carried with a voice vote of 4 ayes, 1 absent; 
Council Member Holloway absent. 

 
CITY MANAGER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORTS 
 

At last meeting he suggested considering a strategic planning meeting regarding 
makeup of Council committees, Council policies, etc. Feels it should be soon, 
maybe in January on a weekend. 
 
 After short discussion concurrence was that January 10, 2009 was OK 
with all Council Members present   Time and place will be set and announced 
after the holidays. 
 
December Town Hall meeting went well.  Have not set new date for next meeting 
– Council Members Wiknich and Taylor did last one.  Date of January 26 was 
chosen for net Town Hall meeting with Mayor Morgan and Council Member 
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Taylor as standby if no one else available.  Council Member Taylor suggested a 
Planning Commission member be there also. 
 
Getting to a sad part of the year – coming up on budget time again.  Council has 
been given copies of the budget for information.  Staff has been told to expect a 
20 percent less budget and to prepare one to be submitted for consideration.  He 
has stopped all hiring of general fund positions except for 1 position in the Police 
Department currently in academy and background.  Has capped improvements in 
projects and general fund also frozen 
 
Council Member Taylor hopes the budget presentations are more detailed and 
with PowerPoint, etc. than when current budget passed. 

 
CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS - none 
 
COMMITTEES, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 

Requests by Council Members for appointments to the various Council 
Committees can be made at this time and approved by the Mayor. 

 
Community Development Committee 

Members:  Chair Steve Morgan, Ron Carter, Eric Kauffman, Jason P 
Meetings:  1st Thursday of the month at 5:30 p.m.; Council Conference 
Room 
Next meeting February 5 

 
City Organization and Services Committee 

Members:  Chair Tom Wiknich, Jerry Taylor, Nellavan Jeglum, Lois Beres 
Meetings:  2nd Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Council Conference 
Room 

Met December 11 
o Discussed TRANE contract 
o Have filed for energy credits with SCE – have 90 day extension to get 

them 
o Engineering is moving along at good pace 
o Discussion and update on Lobbyist Mullins 
o Supporting the green projects  
o Gave him list of infrastructure projects – PILT 
o Transit study RFP going out on the street – Speer 
o Transit funds will be cut in half – TDA not being cut STDA funds will be 

Next meeting January 8 
 

Parks, Recreation and Quality of Life Committee 
Members:  Chair Ron Carter, Chip Holloway, Craig Porter, Jason Patin 
Meetings:  4th Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Kerr-McGee Center 
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Next meeting January 22 
 

Infrastructure Committee 
Members:  Chair Tom Wiknich, Jerry Taylor, Lois Beres, Porter 
Meetings:  2nd Tuesday of the month at 5:00 p.m., Council Conference 
Room 

Met December 9 
o Only item was universal trash pickup in city 
o Benz representative, Vice Mayor Wiknich and City Manager Avery will 

meet soon – Benz had some concerns 
o Draft ordinance being developed 
o Lengthily report from Mr. Speer re sewer system camera inspections 
Next meeting January 13 

 
Activate Community Talents and Interventions For Optimal Neighborhoods 
Task Force (ACTION) 

Members:  Chair, Ron Carter, Chip Holloway 
Meetings:  2nd Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m., Kerr-McGee Center 
Next meeting January 12 

 
RACVB 

Council Members Holloway and Taylor 
Meetings:  3rd Wednesday of the month, 8:00 a.m., 

Met December 17 
o In November Mr. Lueck attended Empire Challenge Group meeting 
o Challenge is to take place in June and July 2009 
o Also met with Bureau of Land Management regarding the Challenge 
o RACVB Rock Art tour Group participated in the Old Towne Wine Walk 

on Balsam Street 
o Newsletter has been published and will be distributed shortly 
o Bureau provided 500 Ridgecrest visitor guides and Maturango 

Museum and Navy Museum brochures to NAWS for the 30 K Run held 
December 7 

o Traveled to Independence with Mr. Brokke to propose placing 
Ridgecrest area info and brochures in tourism related businesses 

o Tourism Committee met at California City Chamber of Commerce 
December 3 

o Toured the OHV Trail leading into Cal City from BLM land 
o Considering attending off road trade shows to promote Ridgecrest as 

an OHV recreation area 
o  November filming had 10 days generating $50,000 in film revenue for 

the City 
o Other filming - 

o Art Center College of Design - 6 day student film "the Metal 
Box" - Cuddeback Dry Lake Bed and Trona Pinnacles 
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o USC - 1 day student film - "To Live and Dry in L.A." at Koehn 
Dry Lake Bed 

o USC - 1 day student film - "Debris" at Koehn Dry Lake bed 
o Joy Asbury Productions - 2 day still photo shoot for China 

Vogue Magazine at Trona Pinnacles 
Next meeting JANUARY 21 

 
OTHER COMMITTEES, BOARDS, OR COMMISSIONS 

 
Council appointments to other agencies boards, committees or commissions may 
be requested or appointments made.  (i.e., KernCOG, KCAPCD, KCAC, LAFCO, 
Indian Wells Valley Civilian/Military Affairs Committee, etc.)  
 
KernCOG Morgan and Wiknich 
 
KernCOG Transport and Sale tax – Morgan and Wiknich  
 
City selection – Morgan  
 
Kern County Association of Cities – Morgan will try to attend as many dinner 
meetings as possible - anyone who would like to attend is welcome to do so 
 
League of California Cities 
 Desert Mountain Division Morgan 
 Tax and Revenue Committee - Holloway 
 Administrative Policy and Service Committee - Taylor 
 Environmental Quality - Morgan 
 
QuadState – Morgan 
 
Kern County Air Pollution Control District – Holloway  

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 

Carter 
 With holidays coming up wished everyone a great Christmas 
 Love this time of year at the school 
 Thanked WalMart for getting presents out to all the kids 
 Las Flores Kid club got stuff done at Thanksgiving 

 
Wiknich 

 Cable TV has had changeover at how it is being run 
 He too has had all the channels changed 
 JD Power did a review of all cable providers and Mediacom did very badly – 

last in the west and 9th in the country 
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 Would like city staff have Mediacom manager come to City Organization 
Committee to discuss their performance and plans for the future 

 Have seen almost daily letters to editor about high gasoline prices in the area 
 Ridgecrest has been a shopping center for the eastern Sierra for many years 
 One of our representatives has contacted higher officials in the state to see 

what can be done 
 We need to have someone come forward to explain why our price for 

gasoline is so much higher than anywhere else in California 
 Town Hall meeting on Monday was good  
 Questions about Freedom of Information Act and how to get info from staff 
 Asked about illegal immigration and police stops regarding unlicensed driver 
 CHP and our PD have different policies  
 Questions about gas prices, Super WalMart coming in 
 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

 
Taylor 

 Believes everyone knows his views about committees 
 Only had it for about an hour at town hall meeting 
 Gas prices are outrageous – maybe we should open our own gas station 
 Very unfortunate as a citizens we have rights to buy or not 
 Albertson with two stores and gas – maybe not buy from them until they bring 

it down 
 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

 
Morgan 

 Please keep Chip in your prayers and thoughts - his grandmother has passed 
away 

 Wished him a safe journey and be back soon 
 Farewell on January 15 to RADM Dunaway and wife 
 Kerr-McGee Center closed  
 Senior Center donations 
 Kern County operates senior nutrition 
 Asked Council Members to try to attend senior center lunches once in a while 

to engage with them 
 Would like to set up some kind of regular meeting with water district at least 

once a month to see what they are doing and let them know what we are 
doing 

 Thanked Council for assistance for the proposed listing for committees 
 A very smooth transition 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Mayor Morgan adjourned the meeting at 7:25 p.m. 
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      Rita Gable, City Clerk 
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