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Ordinance No. 09-

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST
AMENDING CHAPTER XII ARTICLE 9 AND REPEALING CHAPTER IV,
ARTICLE 19 OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST MUNICIPAL CODE
CONCERNING WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST as
follows:

WHEREAS, water is an increasingly limited and costly resource which is
subject to ever increasing demands; and

WHEREAS, this ordinance complies with the State of California
Government Code; and
WHEREAS, the City’s economic prosperity depends on adequate supplies

of water; and

WHEREAS, the City’s policy promotes conservation and efficient use of
water; and

WHEREAS, landscapes provide recreation areas, clean the air and water,
prevent erosion, and offer fire protection; and

WHEREAS, landscape design, installation, and maintenance can and
should be water efficient.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF RIDGECREST as follows:
Chapter IV, Article 19, Waste of Water is hereby repealed;

Chapter XIlI, Article 9, Water Conservations Methods is hereby replaced
with the following;



Section 12-9

WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE

Sections:

Title 12-9.1
Purpose and Intent 12-9.3
Definitions 12-9.5
Applicability 12.9.7
Single Family Residential Landscape Procedure 12-9.9
Multi-Family Residential, Commercial, Industrial or

Institutional Landscape Procedure 12-9.11
Swimming Pools and Water Bodies 12-9.13
Recommended Plant List 12-9.15
Mandatory Measures 12-9.17
Penalties 12-9.19
Administrative Exceptions 12-9.21

Section 12-9 of the Ridgecrest Municipal Code is hereby added to read as

follows:

Section 12-9. 1 Title

This section shall be known and may be cited as the Water Efficient Landscape
Ordinance.

Section 12-9. 3 Purpose and Intent

1.

2.

promote the values and benefits of landscaping while recognizing the
need to utilize water and other resources as efficiently as possible;
establish a water conservation plan to reduce water consumption in the
residential and commercial landscape environment by encouraging
single family residential water conservation, and, in multi-family,
commercial and manufacturing zone districts, limiting the use of turf
and requiring the utilization of low water use plant materials in new
projects;

establish provisions for water management practices and water waste
prevention for new development;

establish a plan for designing, installing, and maintaining water efficient
landscapes in new projects;

implement a more efficient use of water through swimming pool and
water body design by the use of efficient water body management and
proper recirculation of water; and

implement water conservation policies contained in the General Plan.



Section 12-9. 5 Definitions

For the purpose of carrying out the intent of this article, the words, phrases and
terms included herein have the meaning ascribed to them in this article.

Drainage system shall mean a landscape or irrigation system design to
drain the water to be reused on the property or to channel the water off the

property.

Drip Irrigation System shall mean the use of a drip emitter system that
permits no more than 5 gallons of water per hour from each emitter.

Emitter shall mean a drip irrigation component that dispenses water to
plants at a predictable rate, measured in gallons or liters per hour.

Hand Watering shall mean the actual watering of landscape by a person
who remains present and holds onto and directs the watering device.

Irrigation Systems shall mean appropriately designed system that utilizes
water sprinklers, emitters and bubblers.

Landscape area shall mean all permeable area located on the property.
and land set aside exclusively for shrubs, flowers, trees, water features
and other landscape material to enhance the natural beauty of an area.

Low volume irrigation systems shall mean appropriately designed
irrigation systems that utilize low volume sprinklers appropriate to the
climatic and site factors. Such heads include low volume sprinkler heads,
drip emitters, and bubbler emitters.

Low water use plants shall mean trees, shrubs, and ground covers that
survive with a limited amount of supplemental water as recommended by
the City approved plant list or as identified in the “Landscape Plants for the
California High Desert” published by the Indian Wells Valley Water District,
Rosamond Community Services District, Palmdale Water District, City of
Palmdale, Kern County Water Agency, and Naval Air Weapons Station
China Lake. A copy of this list and booklet shall be on file and available
for inspection in the Planning Office. Other plant material that is believed
to be low water use may be added to the City Approved Plant List by
special application to the Planning Commission.

Recirculation shall mean the reuse of water in a pond in such a way that
the water would enter from one point and be reused in another portion in
such a way that the water is not wasted or lost but reused in the pond.



Recycling shall mean the reuse of water in a pool or pond through a series
of pumps and filters.

Runoff shall mean water that leaves the property, as it relates to
landscaping and/or irrigation.

Swimming pool cover shall mean any coverage that covers the swimming
pool from receiving direct sunlight into the swimming pool. The pool cover
purpose is to reduce the heating and evaporation of the water from the
swimming pool.

Turf shall mean a surface layer of earth containing mowed or unmowed
grass with its roots.

Section 12-9.7 Applicability

All new developer, homeowner, and commercial installed landscape
projects shall be subject to this article and all water users shall be subject
to Section 12-9.17.

Section 12-9.9 Single-Family Residential Landscape Procedure

1. All single-family residential landscape projects are encouraged to
abide by this article. Existing landscape areas larger than one acre
may be audited so recommendations can be made for water savings.

2. The following is recommended for all single-family residential projects
subject to the following limitations:

a. Turf landscaping may not exceed 2,000 square feet of single-
family residential lots 10,000 square feet or smaller.

b. Turf landscaping may not exceed 3,000 square feet of single-
family residential lots 10,001square feet or larger.

c. lIrrigation and Landscape Design. Homebuilders, developers,
and/or landscape contractors should provide the residential
customer an irrigation design and landscape design that would,
if installed, demonstrate compliance with the City ordinance.
Low volume irrigation systems will be demonstrated along with
low water use plant material.

d. The irrigation design needs to show proper drainage to
eliminate water waste.

e. lIrrigation Drainage. All irrigation water is to retain on property
during normal water run cycle, such that there is no runoff from
the area being irrigated, specifically onto sidewalks and streets.

f. All new landscapes and irrigation designs must provide
adequate water supply such that all of the water needed can be



delivered every other day within the water window of 8:00 PM —
8:00 AM during the months of May, June, July, August,
September, and October.

Section 12-9.11 Multi-Family Residential, Commercial, Industrial or Institutional

Landscape Procedure

1. New landscape projects for multi-family residential, commercial,
Industrial or Institutional shall comply with this section.

2. Multi-family residential, commercial, industrial or institutional
projects shall submit landscape and irrigation designs that are
consistent with this article prior to the issuance of a building permit.

3. The following limitations apply:

a.
b.

Turf landscape is limited up to 50% of the landscape area.

an irrigation and landscape plan shall be submitted, including
low volume irrigation systems and low water use plants. The
irrigation plan shall demonstrate drainage to eliminate water
waste. The plan must provide adequate water supply such that
all of the water needed can be delivered every other day within
the water window of 8:00 PM — 8:00 AM during the months of
May, June, July, August, September, and October.

Irrigation Drainage. All irrigation water is to retain on property
during normal water run cycle, such that there is no runoff from
the area being irrigated, specifically onto sidewalks and streets.

Section 12-9.13 Swimming Pools and Water Bodies

a.

oo

Public and private swimming pools and water bodies over 300
square feet shall adhere to the goal of water efficiency as set
forth in this article.

new swimming pools shall have a swimming pool cover.

new swimming pools shall have a drainage plan.

water features including swimming pools must have recycling or
recirculation features.

Section 12-9.15 Recommended Plant List

The Recommended Plant List is on file, available, and maintained by the
Planning Division. The Recommended Plant List shall be formulated by staff with
input from the Indian Wells Valley Water District staff, approved by Planning
Commission resolution and amended from time to time as the need arises or an
individual wishes to request that the Planning Commission consider amending



the Plant List. The provisions of the Recommended Plant List as determined by
the Planning Commission may be appealed to the City Council.

12-9. 17 Mandatory Measures.

1. No water user shall waste water. For the purposes of this section,
"waste" means the following:

a. Landscape irrigation in a manner or to an extent which allows
water to runoff the area being irrigated, specifically onto sidewalks
and streets.

b. Using water to wash or rinse sidewalks, driveways, parking
areas, tennis courts or other exterior paved areas.

c. Knowingly allowing water to leak through water connections,
hoses, faucets, pipes, outlets or plumbing fixtures.

2. Landscape shall not be irrigated on the surface, except for hand
watering and/or the use of a drip irrigation system, between the hours of
8:00 AM — 8:00 PM during the months of May, June, July, August,
September, and October, unless a special permit is issued to
accommodate newly planted material.

3. No water shall be provided to any structure hereafter constructed or
remodeled if the plumbing fixtures are to be installed unless the plumbing
fixtures conform with requirements of law as to flow capacity.

12-9.19 Penalties.

A Violation of Section 12-9.17 is an infraction punishable by a civil fine as
approved within the most recent City Council Resolution pertaining to civil
infractions. Each day's violation of Section 12-9.17 is a separate offense.

Section 12-9. 21 Administrative Exceptions

The general manager of the Indian Wells Valley Water District, or designee, may
provide administrative exceptions to the landscape and irrigation plan
requirements of this article on a case by case basis.



The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this ordinance and
shall cause this ordinance to be published in the manner required by law.

I, Rachel Ford, City Clerk of the City of Ridgecrest, do hereby certify the
foregoing ordinance was regularly introduced and placed upon its first reading on

, 2009, and placed upon its second reading and adoption at

a regular meeting of the City Council on , 2009, by the

following votes:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

Mayor of the City of Ridgecrest, California
ATTEST:

City Clerk of the City of Ridgecrest, California



	CC & RRA SUPPLEMENTAL FOLDER INFO 110409.pdf
	FINAL DRAFT WATER CONSERVATION ORDINANCE 10-27-09

