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CITY OF RIDGECREST
100 West California Avenue

Ridgecrest, CA 93555
Draft Minutes

MEETING OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST PLANNING COMMISSION
City Council Chambers

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 at 6:00 PM

Commissioners: Chairman Chris LeCornu, Vice Chairman Steven Morgan,
Commissioners Pat Brokke, Scott Davis and Robert O’Bergfell

1. CALL TO ORDER - 6:00pm

2. ROLL CALL
Present: C. LeCornu, S. Morgan, R. O’Bergfell, S. Davis, P. Brokke
Absent: None
Staff Present: Matthew Alexander, Ricca Charlon

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3a. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion To Approve Agenda As Amended To Add Approval Of Agenda Was Made By
Commissioner Robert O’Bergfell, Second by Commissioner Pat Brokke.
Motion Carried By Voice Vote of 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent, 0 Abstain.

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: January 22, 2013
Motion To Approve Minutes of January 22, 2013 Meeting Was Made By Commissioner Steve
Morgan, Second by Commissioner Pat Brokke.
Motion Carried By Voice Vote of 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent, 0 Abstain.

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS OF ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA - None

6. PUBLIC HEARING
GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT 13-01 AND ZONE CHANGE 13-01:
GPA 13-01 is a request to amend the General Plan for 2 parcels: 1) APN 067-031-11, (822 N.
Balsam Street) containing 3900 square feet from RM (Residential Medium) to C (Commercial)
and 2) APN 067-031-12, (828 N. Balsam Street) containing 6500 square feet from C
(Commercial) to RM (Residential Medium Density).
ZC 13-01 is a request to amend the Zoning Map for 2 parcels: 1) APN 067-031-11, (822 N.
Balsam Street) containing 3900 square feet from Undesignated to CG (General Commercial) and
2) APN 067-031-12, (828 N. Balsam Street) containing 6500 square feet from Undesignated to R-
2 (Multi-Family Residential). Applicants: Sally Peterson and the City of Ridgecrest

-City Planner reviewed his staff report (on file in Secretary of the Commission office). Ms.
Peterson came to staff and requested the Commissions consideration in changing the zoning and
general plan of the properties. Both properties are not in the best planned uses as listed currently
in the General Plan. The zone districts are very scattered along the street and staff feels that the
requested change would fit. The change of Ms. Peterson’s property, 828 Balsam, to multifamily
residential and the 822 Balsam to General Commercial would be best use of the property.
Commissioner comments – None
Public Hearing -Jim Heeser - gave history on the property to his knowledge.

Motion To Approve Resolution 13-05 As Written Was Made By Commissioner Steve Morgan,
Second By Commissioner Robert O’Bergfell.
Motion Carried By Voice Vote of 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent, 0 Abstain.
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7. DISCUSSION ITEMS
a. Continued Discussion of Possible Amendments to the Animal Keeping provisions of

the Zoning Ordinance
 City Planner went over last Planning Commission meeting discussions and options presented for

approval. Staff did some research and contacted the City of Huntington Beach. They do allow up
to six barn yard animals subject to a special permit application and payment of fees. The permit is
then sent to Commission for Public hearing and consideration. They do have a series of
conditions that are placed on the applicant depending on the type of animal. Staff also talked to
City of Delano and the City of CA City, both of which allow no farm animals within R1. Staff would
like some direction in order to prepare a public hearing for the March meeting.

 O’Bergfell – How many chicken and rabbits calls did animal control receive last year? Likes the
idea of permits by animal control issuance but would like to regulate the sex and count of the
chickens/roosters or rabbits. Would hate to exclude those people that do everything they possibly
can to make the situation work. Permit to include inspection at any time by animal control without
notice of visit. Wants to make sure commission recognizes the 4H youth and similar.

 Robbs – At least 20 chicken complaints of which were noise complaints. 2 complaints on rabbits.
 Morgan – Pointed out that in the current E2 zoning animals kept for pleasure are allowed; at E3 it

cuts them. One option presented by staff cuts both. Personally thinks it should be not allowed at
all in R1. Referring specifically to chickens we are looking at now pen size, pen quality, etc. Now
we are creating more for animal control. Cleanliness is a matter of the nose and wind direction
and in the smaller R1 I think you are pushing the envelope. NO PEACOCKS! Thinks E3 should
also be included in the prohibiting. No problem with the direction of special permitting by animal
control to include the chicken only (no rooster) option.

 Robbs – Currently we are unaware of any aviaries in town. Believes aviaries should be included
in the permitting and inspection process if we go that option. Morgan, O’Bergfell, Brokke agree.

 Brokke – Agrees with Morgan and O’Bergfell comments.
 Davis – Items have been well discussed. Need to clear up for certain numbers and gender.

Agrees with most of O’Bergfell comments.
 LeCornu – Agrees with other commissioner comments. Likes the Huntington Beach scenario –

except the number of six. A fee, permitting and okay by animal control is a good option and gives
the neighbors option to speak and creates an environment of allowance.

 Brokke – would we grandfather in those already in existence?
 O’Bergfell – Thinks yes on grandfather, needs permits though and would leave to the discretion of

animal control. New permitting would be limited till grandfathering is complete.
 Robbs – hens laying eggs do make excess noise when lying and needs to be considered. Stated

there are several places just outside city limits that rent spaces for 4H animals.

Public Comments –
 Johnny Terry – agrees with Animal control – rabbits put in small animal group. Chicken and ducks

have no business on property less than 1 acre. They have a tendency for disease, mites, etc.
They attract rodents. R1 and population concentrated areas don’t need to put out traps due to
neighbors chickens and ducks. 4H projects also include horticulture and such, as an alternate to
having an animal. Don’t believe need to burden animal control with permitting on property of less
than an acre.

 Stan Rajtora – Didn’t hear a lot of discussion about larger animals – horses, cows, pigs, etc.
Asked about how many in City limits. (Robbs said none). He believes you will be opening up
Pandora’s Box if chickens/ducks/etc. allowed to be within city limits.

Summary:
Dogs and Cats - limit 4 total animals any place in town - unpermitted
Very Small Animals – add rabbits to this category - unpermitted
Small animals – remove peacocks, ducks from this category
E3 & E2 - 7500sq foot lots remain same as R1
E3 and R1 have same limits – no permitting necessary
Medium size animals should have permitting allowance in E2/E3 and Residential Estates and

also include limit of 2 chickens of the hen variety
No large animals in City limits except at 2 ½ acres and above
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b. Discussion of the Military Sustainability Element of the General Plan
City Planner reviewed Chapter 4 of the Military Sustainability Element of the General Plan.

8. COMMISSIONER ITEMS
a. Request for Development requirements code study by Vice Chair Morgan

- Morgan – Has mentioned with staff and prior council to have the Commission take on the
changing of the Municipal code in certain sections. Current Mayor and Council have
given us direction to do so as well. He would like to restate to the city attorney that we
need him to review the subdivision ordinance and zoning ordinance to identify what
development requirements may be modified, what sections are in conflict or duplicative,
and provide what modifications can be done to correct these. The Commission needs to
know which parts of the code we can and cannot consider in taking on this task. Some
parts are state regulated and we cannot touch and we need to know which they are.

- LeCornu agrees with Morgan and the need to move forward on the code study. The code
is open for interpretation and needs the clarity and direction from attorney on how to
proceed.

- City Planner Alexander – Staff would like to recommend that Morgan, the city planner,
city engineer and one other commission member form a sub-committee.  Pat Brokke
volunteered to be the other commission sub-committee member.

b. Downtown Branding update - Chris LeCornu, next OTAP Meeting: March 12, 2013
c. Comments from Commissioners - None

9. STAFF ITEMS
Senior Apartments called today and would like to expand and will be coming to the Commission
soon.

10. ADJOURN 7:20pm


