MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIL AND
RIDGECREST REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

City Council Chambers July 18, 2007
100 West California Avenue 6:00 p.m.
Ridgecrest, California 93555

Tape Recorded
Tape 07-12

This meeting was tape recorded and will be on file in the Office of the City Clerk
for a certain period of time from date of approval by City Council/Redevelopment
Agency. Meetings are recorded solely for the purpose of preparation of minutes.

CALL TO ORDER -6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: Mayor Marshall Holloway, Mayor Pro Tem Steven Morgan, Vice
Mayor Thomas Wiknich, Council Members Daniel Clark and Ronald
Carter

STAFF: Harvey Rose, City Manager; Wayne Lemieux City Attorney; Rita

Gable, City Clerk; Jim McRea, Public Services Department
Director, Speers, Public Works Department Director; Joe Pollock,
Assistant Public Works Director; Michael Avery, Chief of
Police/Assistant City Manager; Ronald Strand, Deputy Chief of
Police; and other personnel

CLOSED SESSION —6:00 p.m.

GC54956.9 Conference with Legal Counsel — Existing Litigation - Gaurano v.
Stickney, KCSC No. S1500CV257485

GC54956.8 Redevelopment Agency Real Property Negotiations — Old City Hall,
139 Balsam Street; APN 067-194-01 Agency Negotiators Harvey
Rose, Michael Avery, and James McRea
REGULAR SESSION - 6:30 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by Police Captain Kurt Fowler

INVOCATION — Reverend Jim Weston, Desert Christian Center
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CITY ATTORNEY REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION

Council gave Attorney authority to take action in the Gaurano v. Stickney and
directed staff to proceed with the property negotiations at 139 Balsam Street.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Moved by Council Member Wiknich, second Council Member Carter TO
APPROVE THE AGENDA. No Public Comment. Carried with a voice vote of 5
ayes.

PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

1. Youth Advisory Council

None

2. Proclamation Honoring Retiring Ridgecrest Police Department Captain A.
Kurt Fowler

Council Member Morgan on behalf of the City Council read and presented a
proclamation to honor Captain A. Kurt Fowler as he retires from the Ridgecrest
Police Department after thirty-three years of service.

3. Proclamation - Honoring the Farris Family Singers/Players

Council Member Clark on behalf of the City Council read and presented a City
Proclamation and Key to The City Plaque, Senator Roy Ashburn’'s
Representative Rex Moen, and Supervisor Jon McQuiston made presentations to
the Farris Family Singers/Players in recognition of their musical talents and
entertaining the citizens of Ridgecrest at many special events and functions
throughout the years.

PUBLIC COMMENT

David Glazer

Has lived here 3 1/2 years

Has noted the steady influx of foreign nationals

After BRAC he sees the possibility of more coming to town

Fears others are seeing Ridgecrest as a "sanctuary city"

Homeland security has a provision whereby these people can be removed
Implementing 287G can be involved

Workplace verification project is a part
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e Cited these foreign nations as not paying taxes, having jobs, breaking the
law, etc.

e Ridgecrest Regional Hospital has implemented a new procedure for persons
who have no insurance

e Sees this as offering a free ride to none citizens

e Asked the City to look into the Homeland Security Work Place Verification

Council referred this to the Organization and Services Committee

Jason Ferris, young republican
e (Going to Orlando FL
e Brought gifts to Mayor

Mayor recommends Fairtax.org to everyone

Thomas Boesch, 1706 N, Balsam Street

e About 6 weeks ago gave Council a packet of papers
e Wants to know what they are going to do about it

e Says he is a federal agent

Mayor will get response to him within two weeks

CONSENT CALENDAR

ltem removed

4.

Resolution 07- ., A Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of
Ridgecrest Naming Vehicular Access To The Women’s Shelter Network
Safe House “Lois Lane.” Rose

The Women'’s Center — High Desert, Inc. wish to honor the memory of former city
planner Lois Landrum by naming the vehicular access “Lois Lane.”

Resolution No. 07-38 . A Resolution Of The City Of Ridgecrest City
Council Authorizing The Disability Retirement of Sworn Safety Member A.
Kurt Fowler Avery

Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated June 22, 2007 In The
Amount Of $302, 007.05 Winegardner

Agency Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated June 22, 2007 In The
Amount Of $11,853.44 Winegardner

Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated June 27, 2007 In The
Amount Of $7,788.45 Winegardner
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9. Agency Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated June 27, 2007 In The
Amount Of $1.030,121.96 Winegardner

10. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated July 18, 2007 In The
Amount Of $569,854.79 Winegardner

11. Agency Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated July 18, 2007 In The

Amount Of $3,010.00 Winegardner

Mayor Holloway removed item 4

Moved by Council Member Clark, second Council Member Wiknich TO
APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR WITH ITEM 4 REMOVED. No public
comment. Carried with a voice vote of 5 ayes.

Mayor Holloway stated he removed item 4 in order to give proper recognition to the item
and asked Mr. Rose to explain the item.

Mr. Rose read the resolution and stated it was to honor the work and memory of the late
Lois Landrum who was a long time planner for the City by naming the entry roadway to
the newly built Women's Shelter "Lois Lane".

4.

Resolution 07-39, A Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of
Ridgecrest Naming Vehicular Access To The Women’s Shelter Network
Safe House “Lois Lane” Rose

Moved by Council Member Wiknich, second Council Member Morgan TO
ADOPT RESOLUTION 07-39, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF RIDGECREST NAMING VEHICULAR ACCESS TO THE
WOMEN’'S SHELTER NETWORK SAFE HOUSE “LOIS LANE”. No public
comment. Carried with a voice vote of 5 ayes.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

12.

33433 Public Hearing Old City Hall, 139 Balsam Street McRea

Joint City Council and Redevelopment Agency Public Hearing. Notice of Real
Property Sale, and Pending Agreement For Sale of real property to Rehabilitate
And Develop A Commercial Use of The Old City Hall and The Business
Development Resource Center at 139 Balsam Street - APN 067-194-01. The
City and the Agency proposed sale of the site, pending approval and execution of
an agreement for sale of real property.

Public Services Department Director McRea
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e Hearing is to consider the sale of the building for commercial use appropriate
to city zoning

Will be sold in "as is" condition

Current tenants will be given 90 days to relocate

Will be sold for 300K with approximately 150K in repairs needed

City bought the building many years ago for 40K

The commercial use will eliminate blight in the Olde Town area

Lois Beres
e Asked if we have a place to put those tenants that are connected to the
City/Agency, e.g., RACVB and Weill Institute
o0 Not yet but we are looking for places for them

Dave Matthews
e Wanted explanation of eliminating blight
0 Only 5 tenants in building where it will accommodate 10
o0 Only 2 are connected to the Agency
o Roof and AC need extensive attention, repairs and replacement or
maintenance
o The buyer will provide an anchor business to connect with other
businesses and Ole Towne

Moved by Morgan, second Council Member Clark TO AUTHORIZE STAFF TO
PROCEED WITH THE SALE. Public comment heard. Carried voice vote of 5
ayes.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
Government Services Supervisor McQuiston

Introduced County personnel (look them up on website)
Ron Errea Administrative Officer

Donny Youngblood Kern County Sheriff

Dennis Thompson Kern County Fire Chief

Daphne Harley Director Waste Management

Doug Landen Waste Management

Debby Stevenson Finance

Adele Kline Director Policy Analysis

Allan Crowder

Craig Peterson Mr. McQuiston's local assistant

Jon McQuiston (power point and statement to Ridgecrest Council distributed —
copy in the clerk's agenda packet)

Addressed the issue of secession brought up by Council Member Wiknich
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Addressed methodology used

Urged Council to put this to rest

Sheriff Donny Youngblood made a presentation regarding services provided to the City
of Ridgecrest — no printed copy distributed

This is his 22nd visit to Ridgecrest since he took office

Feels he has given the City their share of services

Noted all the services provided by the Kern County Sheriffs

Gets approximately 2% of the calls in Kern County

Made Mike Scott Senior Officer and assigned him to the City where he lives
You have a Supervisor who cares more for your city than any of the other
supervisors

You will not get better representation than

Fire Chief Thompson

Has been working very hard to update agreements since 1984

Has been with Kern County Fire for 35 years

Long process and looked at all factors

Counties that provide services to cities put most of the costs to the cities

Met with all the city managers in Kern County

Took suggestions to the Board of Supervisors

Explained how the fees were arrived at

Agreement has been approved by the City and will go to the Supervisors next
week

A copy with city signatures and his was left with the clerk

Listed the number of fire stations, equipment and personnel resources of the
fire department and their deployment

He is also the Emergency Operations Services Director for the County

Waste Management Director Daphne Harley

Provides trash services to Kern County and the 11 incorporated cities
Also provides hazardous wastes disposal services
Eliminated bun dumps and establish landfills

Closure caps on landfills

Establishing transfer stations

Habitat conservation plan

Diversion / recycling program at least 50% of the waste
Transfer and disposal of the waste

Revenues generated by gate and disposal fees

Land use fee charged on each residential property on tax fee
Gate fees for non residential waste

Bin fees - bins provided by trash company
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Hazardous waste disposal is available in other places in County and fee is

standard and can be used wherever you live

Jon McQuiston

Listed several facts about Inyo County

One of poorest counties in the state
Approximately 18k population
Their water sources have been and still is siphoned off to southern California

Both boards would have to adopt resos for secession
District would be redrawn
Inyokern Airport would lose commercial air transport

Would impact the Navy base

Inyo County has volunteer fire department could not respond to fire at airport
Most travelers at airport are for the base

Sincerely urged council to not consider secession

Meeting was recessed at 8:45p.m. to reconvene at 9:00 p.m.

Public comment

Ron Kicinski

How would it look if we compared what we give as to what county gives
Direction given to staff was what cost of secession would be

That was perception

Mistake made by not making comparison of Inyo vs Kern
Have right of concern when word used recklessly

Wiknich did not find time to consult with him and Eric Kaufmann

Let cooler heads prevail and let this pass

Eric Kaufmann

Made comments saying "shame on you" not to have foresight as to damage

this might have caused

Media knew
Damage done and no one working to correct it
It would have been easy to call Craig and get the numbers

Dave Matthews

Thanked Jon for presentation

Not going to argue numbers but scrutinize them
Had perception that the secession was false

And after numbers looked at decide if it would be feasible to move

Suggested to Jon and County one savings - quit collecting taxes
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e Questioned numbers by Donny Youngblood re probation department

e At another meeting heard notion of version and gangs and juvenile
delinquents

e Reduction by using probate funds

e And maybe starting teen court

Dorothy Brown

Spoke last time about this

People jumped on that one word

It was talked about years ago

Enjoyed Jon's statements

Asked questions on her list (copy in clerk's packet)
These should have been in the presentation

Until these are answered see no reason to stop inquiry

Annie Hess
e Had only a few words
e (directed to Council) "What were you thinking"?

Howard Auld

e During June 20 meeting Council Members make comments on news media
e Recommended Organization and Services Committee look into secession
e This is the most serious issue in this city in it's 44 year history

e |t was the duty of the press to report on this issue

e |t was appropriate for public comment

e The reporter was accurate and undistorted

e Itis not a trivial manner

e Itis up to you to bear the brunt of your actions

Jim Fallgatter

Numbers have been received

Overwhelming evidence to stay with Kern County

Get together and find the right words and put this to bed
Leave no doubt that this is a dead matter

Look at all numbers

Put this behind us and let community heal

Terry Bellino, Inyokern

e Owns small business

Thanked county for coming with the numbers

Before secession mentioned should have been researched
Think it is resolved and it should go away

Thinks Wiknich owes citizens an apology
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Sharon Girod

Did not intend to speak

Has some info to impart

Working with the city and county for highway 395 and 14

Would not have the safety features if KernCOG had not stepped up
Inyo County joined with them and got it done

Many intangibles that public does not see

Thanked the county persons for coming over

Kern is a great place to live with great services

Diane Grattaroti

e Something that was not mentioned was non-profits

She has discussed with Wiknich

Most is pass through dollars and Inyo could not handle
Many are completely supported by county funds
Appreciates Jon's work and having the people come over

Bryan Nickelson

Years ago Hearst and Pulitzer had a war to see who was best
The war was won by false reporting

DVD of the Council meetings are available

He was at June 20 meeting and obtained the DVD

He made comments against the Newspaper not the council
Feels used — we are victims of yellow journalism

Barbara Auld

Have been to more committees than anyone else

BRAC will not be affected d by this

Feeling that the "s" word should not have been used

Council has a right to speak but when community speaks we are punished
Should not come from the dais

Lived here 62 years, proudly, in an atmosphere of harmony

Called News Review to question them

Valerie Cornelius

e Came to hear the numbers

e Do know from the services we get that it makes sense that it would not work
moving to Inyo County

Casey Cornelius
e This thing about secession needs to end
e What we need is more money
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As a business owner sees things all around the community

What will we do when college project is completed

Should be based on wealth

Income is dropping

Most of business in country is being hit by globalization

Think we should

Feel we are a special needs city

Have lost our competitive edge compared globalization and landscaping
Fine placed to live and raise a family

Barbara Auld
e Did not vote for him (Jon McQuiston) the first time he ran

e But after she saw him in action with Southwest Complex issue has voted for
him ever since

Gwen Jensen

e Been gone out of the city for quite a bit

Talked with Wiknich to find out just what it was all about
Was not convinced his idea was a good one

Thinks council as a whole works for us

Thanked county for coming over

Tom Boesch
e Does not matter where we are city wise
e It will cost millions if you don't get rid of police office Paul Wheeler

Howard Auld

Ramifications of secession or annexation would be seen

senior services reach out to other areas

Have hit on Wiknich hard but 4 out of 5 council members went along with it
The message was not made clear

Used as a ploy to get the info from the County

Could have been done in a much easier way

If that is so -that is bad

Carter

Appreciated Jon's input and everyone else also
Thanked them all for being here

Hope we accomplished something with all this
Important go ahead and get this behind us

Have better understanding of the funding
Presentation has gone long way to accomplish that
Appreciate their time
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Morgan

Inyokern Airport is there because Navy gave away space because CTA said
they needed it

Fire services at 1/2M

City manages have made good points and dropped it to 1/2M

Senior nutrition discussion several years ago and we were not wrong

We need to look at these numbers and digest them

What was compelling argument against measures Q and |

Call Craig before we did anything with Q - shame on both of us

Will not personally mention that word again

BRAC numbers still are being affected by things in Washington not by this
word

We have all worked well in BRAC

Thanked Jon for getting his folks over here

If not for him they would not come here

He is a great advocate for this side of the county

Greatly appreciate these numbers and this discussion

Howard Auld knows what it is like to be in the line of fire

He has personally spoken to some of the other supervisors and they already
though we were "wacko" over here

If these numbers are correct the picture is not so dim

Wiknich

| too thank Jon for the numbers and folks being here

Now we have info of what our financial situation is

Asked former council members if they ever got a complete accounting from
the County

Offered a sincere apology for whatever he said that offended him

Noted the speaker who said he didn't meet with him - his door was opened to
everyone

He talked with everyone who came into his business even though they did not
agree with him

Got stopped in WalMart for an hour and Albertson's also and talked to those
folks

Cornelius hit it on the head - we need more money

Appreciates Jon's inputs — we go back a long way

Apologized Again to anyone he offended

Clark

Thanked Jon for numbers
Do not know how accurate these are and will have to study them
Would like to see this type of dialogue happen every year
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e Don't blame Wiknich we gave him the green light to investigate his idea
e We should all take the blame on this
e Intention was not to destroy the relationship with the county
e Would like to investigate the numbers more closely
e Secession should be taken off the table
e Concerned with the dynamics going on in the community
e Come to us before blasting in the paper
e Have been disturbed with some of the things heard
Holloway
e Thanked Jon and Donny
e Proudly claim educated but cannot add and subtract
e Certain the figures are accurate
¢ Relationships are most necessary
e Wiknich called him first — had 2 opportunities to say no but didn't
e Don't think secession is on the table anymore
e Owe apology because he has been here for 10 years and never asked for

these numbers and accounting before

All blame the counties

Perception is this discussion only started 90 days ago
LAWP basically owns Inyo County

Think it is prudent to evaluate these numbers

Would like to put this in writing to do this on regular basis
Hope we can moved forward and put all this behind us
Hope Jon runs for Supervisor again

Mr. McQuiston stated he would be happy to do the numbers on annual or semiannual

basis

CITY MANAGER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORTS

Iltem moved to next agenda

Designation of Voting Delegates and Alternates for League of California Cities
Annual Conference — September 5-8, 2007, Sacramento CA

CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS

COMMITTEES, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

Community Development Committee

Members: Chair Steve Morgan, Chip Holloway, Jerry Taylor, Nellavan
Jeglum

Met June 5
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o Discussion regarding the Bowman corridor
0 Need to assess fees but how without formula
o BLM land access
o Large development trash receptacles
0 Received oversized vehicle ordnance and sign ordnance

o Lighting and landscaping dist business park

Meetings: 1st Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Council Conference
Room

Next meeting August 2 — special meeting July 25

City Organization and Services Committee
Members: Chair Tom Wiknich, Chip Holloway, Mike Biddlingmeier, Lois
Beres
Met July 12
0 ISF explanations
o Staff direction was to explain what these funds are and balances,
where it comes from and where it goes
Big rig parking in residential areas and damage done to streets
Ordinance needs to be more specific or streets need to be signed
Revise ordnance possibly with weight limitation
Need to know who makes decisions on who puts ISF funds where,
when and how
Meetings: 2nd Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Council Conference
Room
Next meeting August 9

O 00O

Parks, Recreation and Quality of Life Committee
Members: Chair Ron Carter, Dan Clark, Jerry Taylor, Howard Laire
Meetings: 4th Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Kerr-McGee Center
Next meeting August 23

Infrastructure Committee
Members: Chair Tom Wiknich, Steve Morgan, Lois Beres, Nellavan
Jeglum
Met June 12
o CIP management plan not changed since 1992
Received PW budget update
Full costs for pothole patch machine will be forthcoming
5 year Capital Improvement Plan will be updated
Bowman Channel project discussed
Air Resource Board diesel engine requirements are being reviewed
Trash pickup situation discussed
o Landfill extension status discussed
Meetings: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 4:30 p.m., Council Conference
Room

O 0000 O0
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Next meeting August 21

Activate Community Talents and Interventions For Optimal Neighborhoods
Task Force (ACTION)
Members: Chair Dan Clark, Ron Carter
Meetings: 2nd Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m., Kerr-McGee Center
Next meeting September 10 — August meeting canceled

RACVB

Council Member Holloway

Check member

Meetings: 3rd Wednesday of the month, 8:00 a.m., RACVB Office
Met July 18

(0}
(0}

(0]

RACVB attended open house/luncheon Lone Pine Visitors Center

The Sun Runner (Magazine f California Desert Life and Culture) would
like to start publishing articles about Ridgecrest area

Plans to begin publishing the RACVB Newsletter three times a year —
hopefully starting in September

Participated in the June 30 Olde Towne Wine Walk

Will participate in the August and September Wine Walks too

Director attended installation of Kern County Board of Trade officers
dinner and Showcase July 11

Board purchase general liability insurance police for the two highway
billboards

Policy is for $10,000 coverage on south billboard and $35,000 for the
north billboard

RACVB submitted three nominations to the California Film
Commission and FLICS for this year's COLA Awards to be held
October 14

Nominees were Mandi Dillin, Iron Works Productions for Location
Professional of the Year; Iron Works Productions for Iron Man, for
Location Team/Production Company of the Year; and Elaine Hanson,
Bureau of Land Management for Public Employee of the Year

June filming saw 1 day of filming generating $30,000 revenue — Gunny
Entertainment film "6th & Santa Fe" at Cuddeback Dry Lake Bed

July filming in progress — Anonymous content — 1 day Hummer
commercial at Trona Pinnacles

Pending filming — Toyota Tundra commercial of possibly 5 weeks at
undetermined location

Ridgecrest will be host for the Cultural Heritage Tourism Conference
on October 25-26, 2007

Director will attend organizational meeting August 17th in Yucca Valley
for the CTTC Desert Region

Director recommended a $50 membership fee for individuals to
become non-voting RACVB members
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0 A proposal will be drafted for Board consideration and voting at the
August meeting
Next meeting to be announced

OTHER COMMITTEES, BOARDS, OR COMMISSIONS

Morgan not going to KernCOG tomorrow — a small agenda and he discussed it
with them and does not require his attending

Holloway - LCC watching universal health bill

MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS

Clark

(0}
(0}

(0]
o

On vacation in Hawaii the last two weeks

Found his email server down when he got home and promised to answer
emails when it is up and phone calls as soon as he can

Great day for the County and City of Ridgecrest with the dialogue here tonight
Immigration item needs to be looked at closely

Mr. Rose will provide copies to Council

Carter

(0}

o
(0}
o

Immigration 287G is complex and hopes we go slowly with this
Thanked Jon McQuiston and County staff for presentation
Appreciated the citizens comments on this issue

It's time to put it to rest and get on with business

Wiknich

@]

O oO0O0oo

Expressed his thanks to Jon McQuiston for providing the information
Thanked PD for traffic control at Sunland Street on July 4th

It helped move the traffic out of the fairgrounds in record time
Thanked Morgan for the fireworks display

Thank all who to took the time to discuss issues with him

Morgan

(0]

O O0O0O0O0

The citizens have spoken and we have heard the message that "we done it
wrong"

The numbers given us by the County will help close the door on this issue

We will mend fences and go forth and prosper

We have moved through tough and good times throughout the City's history
Thanked the community for their inputs

On behalf of the Lions Club thanked everyone for their monetary participation
in the fireworks fund



MINUTES — CITY COUNCIL / REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY — REGULAR
July 18, 2007
Page 16

0 Looking at an electronically fired fireworks show for next year but will cost
15K
o We will bury the "s" word and we will move on

Holloway

0 Hope this issue will not separate us from Kern County

Jon McQuiston did great job getting the info

Now we need go look at the figures given to us

Would like to mend any relationships we might have damaged
Hopefully we can do that and proceed again on doing good things

O o0O0o

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Holloway adjourned the meeting at 10:33 p.m.

Rita Gable, City Clerk



