
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIL AND 
RIDGECREST REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY AND 

 
City Council Chambers              March 5, 2008 
100 West California Avenue            6:30 p.m. 
Ridgecrest, California 93555 
 

This meeting was recorded and will be on file in the Office of the City Clerk for a 
certain period of time from date of approval by City Council/Redevelopment 
Agency.  Meetings are recorded solely for the purpose of preparation of minutes. 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 6:0  p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Pro Tem Steven Morgan, Vice Mayor Thomas Wiknich, and 

Council Member Daniel Clark 
 
ABSENT: Mayor Marshall Holloway and Council Member Ronald Carter 
 
STAFF: Harvey Rose, City Manager; Rita Gable, City Clerk; Tyrell Stahlie, 

Budget Officer; Jim McRea, Public Services Department Director, 
Police Captain Jon Wheeler; and other personnel 

 
 
REGULAR SESSION – 6:30 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by  
 
INVOCATION – Silent Moment 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
1. Youth Advisory Council 
 

None 
 
Added item 
 
 Proclamation – Toastmasters Month 
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Council presented a proclamation to Jo Stauffer, President, Sandy Aubin, V.P. 
Education, John Makowski, V.P. Membership, and Sarelle Eddins, V.P. Public 
Relations, of the Ridgecrest Possibilitarians Toastmasters Club #644417, in 
recognition of toastmasters Month, March 2008.  The club is celebrating their 
fourth anniversary. 

 
2. Presentation - Mid Year Budget Review 
 

Budget Officer Tyrell Staheli gave the presentation of the annual report from the 
Administrative Services Department that includes a financial overview.  The 
report is distributed under separate cover. 

 
Copies of the midyear budget review are available for $14.00 by making a request to 
the Administrative Services Department.  Best to send questions or comments via email 
to Admin Services Department 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 7:03 p.m. 
 

Dave Matthews 
• Commented re budget  
• A few years ago there was some serious cuts made in personnel 
 
Walt Maurer 
• Thanked the police department for the help they rendered the Life League 

during their recent activities 
 
Mike Neel 
• Recently read Mayors advice on business in the city 
• He may just open a Lemonade Stand at $5 a glass 
• Some of the conversations at Council do not pertain to City jurisdiction 
• Council should concern themselves with simple matters of infrastructure and 

police 
• Comments in news indicate a lot of time is taken going to meetings and 

looking for grants etc. 
• Should keep their endeavors to simple governing 
• Also noted John Ciani's statement about politicians and babies - they should 

be changed frequently 
 

Walt Maurer 
• Noted Downs Street landscaping was being worked on  
• Grant of $100,000 must have come from some taxpayer somewhere in 

California 
• Questioned if this grant for landscaping pay for 10 years of maintenance 
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• Cautioned Council that before approving expenditures to look at them very 
carefully 

• Not happy with having his taxes raised to pay for the roads even though 
they are crumbling 

 
Council Member Morgan noted that the 393K from grant is for the 
improvement only not yearly maintenance 

 
Council Members Morgan and Clark suggested Mr. Maurer talk with Mr. 
Pollock  to get all the figures 

 
Thomas  
• Concerned with the safety of the workers on the Downs Street 

construction 
• People blow by in their cars as if there was no one there 

 
Jerry Taylor 
• Until the City becomes a non-profit these grants will be coming from 

taxpayers 
• We have to compete with many other entities for the funds we all have 

given up in taxes 
• Some medians are maintained by volunteers and by landscape 

companies 
 

Closed at 7:13 p.m. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
3. Resolution No. 08-15, A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council 

Approving By Reference And Authorizing Execution Of An Amendment To 
The Memorandum Of Understanding With The United Food And 
Commercial Workers Local 1036      Avery 

 
4. Resolution No. 08-16, A Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of 

Ridgecrest Approving The Execution Of The Agreement With The California 
Public Employees’ Retirement System And Authorizing The Delegation Of 
Authority To Request Disbursements On Behalf Of The City Of Ridgecrest 
From The Other Post Employment Prefunding Plan           Winegardner 

 
5. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated February 15, 2008 In The 

Amount Of $188,785.14                Winegardner 
 
6. Council Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated February 19, 2008 In The 

Amount Of $22,917.35                Winegardner 
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7. Agency Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated February 15, 2008 In The 

Amount Of $28,916.58                Winegardner 
 

Moved by Council Member Wiknich, second Council Member Morgan TO 
APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR.  No public comment.  Carried with a 
voice vote of  3 ayes, 2 absent; Mayor Holloway and Council Member Carter 
absent. 

 
 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
8. Ordinance No. 08-03, An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City Of 

Ridgecrest Eliminating The Time Limit On Establishment Of Loans, 
Advances And Indebtedness Extending The Time Limit Of The 
Effectiveness Of The Redevelopment Plan, Extending The Time Limit For 
Payment Of Indebtedness And Receipt Of Taxes Under The Redevelopment 
Plan For The Ridgecrest Redevelopment Project     Rose 

 
This ordinance eliminates the time limit on creation of loans, advances, and 
indebtedness.  It extends the time limit of the effectiveness of the Redevelopment 
Plan.  And, it extends the time limit for payment of indebtedness and receipt of 
taxes under the Plan.  It effectively extends the life of the Ridgecrest 
Redevelopment Agency as permitted by State Law.  It was introduced for first 
reading, by title only, at the regular Council meeting of February 22, 2008 and is 
returned here for second reading, by title only, and adoption. 

 
Public comment 
 

Mike Neel 
• Recalled that this extends by one year  

o Extends for one year but allows the Agency to borrow and conduct 
business up to 2026 

• How can this happen 
o It is possible because of state law 

 
 
Moved by Council Member Clark, second Council Member Wiknich TO WAIVE 
READING IN FULL.  Public comment heard.  Carried with a voice vote of 3 ayes, 
2 absent; Mayor Holloway and Council Member Carter absent. 
 
Moved by Council Member Wiknich, second Council Member Morgan  TO 
ADOPT, BY TITLE ONLY, ORDINANCE NO. 08-03, AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIDGECREST ELIMINATING THE TIME 
LIMIT ON ESTABLISHMENT OF LOANS, ADVANCES AND INDEBTEDNESS 
EXTENDING THE TIME LIMIT OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE 
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REDEVELOPMENT PLAN, EXTENDING TIME LIMIT FOR PAYMENT OF 
INDEBTEDNESS AND RECEIPT OF TAXES UNDER THE REDEVELOPMENT 
PLAN FOR THE RIDGECREST REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT.  Public 
comment heard.  Carried with a voice vote of 3 ayes, 2 absent; Mayor Holloway 
and Council Member Carter absent. 

 
OTHER ACTION ITEMS 
 
9. Resolution RRA No. 08- 01, A Resolution of the Ridgecrest Redevelopment 

Agency  Authorizing The Execution And Recordation Of The Release Of 
Construction Covenants For The USO Building Of The Disposition And 
Development Agreement With The Historical Society Of The Upper Mojave 
Desert                  McRea 

 
Public Services Director McRea gave staff report 
• The Historical Society of the Upper Mojave Desert (HSUMD) has requested 

the Release of the Construction Covenants within the Disposition 
Development Agreement (DDA) for the conveyance and improvements to the 
USO Building located at 230 W. Ridgecrest Blvd. 

• They have completed many improvements and are still working on many 
more improvements 

• Parks and Recreation is still working in the rear area building 
• Concern have been expressed about the sea container on site 

 
Bill Nevins 
• Received donations for the flag pole – cost was around 2K 
• Sea container stores their supplies for the projects 
 
Dave Matthews 
• Concerns expressed regarding the parking available if the building is 

available for rent to various activities 
o Mr. Nevis stated they have 80 spaces which is adequate for the site 

 
Council Member Clark stated he is impressed by what the Historical Society has 
done with this building and they are preserving a local historical building – it was 
built as a USO and became a County Building and Courthouse and then storage 
for the Parks and Recreation Department 
 
Jerry Taylor 
• Have created a problem because the Parks and Recreation storage facility is 

now gone  
• Will be a large financial cost to the City to find or build another storage facility 

 
Moved by Council Member Clark, second Council Member Wiknich TO ADOPT 
RESOLUTION RRA NO. 08- 01, A RESOLUTION OF THE RIDGECREST 
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REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY  AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND 
RECORDATION OF THE RELEASE OF CONSTRUCTION COVENANTS FOR 
THE USO BUILDING OF THE DISPOSITION AND DEVELOPMENT 
AGREEMENT WITH THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF THE UPPER MOJAVE 
DESERT.  Public comment heard.  Carried with voice vote of  3 ayes, 2 absent; 
Mayor Holloway and Council Member Carter absent. 

 
CITY MANAGER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORTS 
 

None 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS 
 
 None 
 
COMMITTEES, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 

Community Development Committee 
Members:  Chair Steve Morgan, Chip Holloway, Jerry Taylor, Nellavan 
Jeglum 
Meetings:  1st Thursday of the month at 5:30 p.m.; Council Conference 
Room 
Next meeting March 12 

 
City Organization and Services Committee 

Members:  Chair Tom Wiknich, Chip Holloway, Mike Biddlingmeier, Lois 
Beres 
Meetings:  2nd Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Council Conference 
Room 
Next meeting March 13 

 
Parks, Recreation and Quality of Life Committee 

Members:  Chair Ron Carter, Dan Clark, Jerry Taylor, Howard Laire 
Meetings:  4th Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Kerr-McGee Center 
Next meeting March 20 

 
Infrastructure Committee 

Members:  Chair Tom Wiknich, Steve Morgan, Lois Beres, Nellavan 
Jeglum 
Meetings:  2nd Tuesday of the month at 5:00 p.m., Council Conference 
Room 
Next March 11 

 
Activate Community Talents and Interventions For Optimal Neighborhoods 
Task Force (ACTION) 
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Members:  Chair Dan Clark, Ron Carter 
Meetings:  2nd Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m., Kerr-McGee Center 
Next meeting March 10 

 
RACVB 

Council Member Holloway 
Meetings:  3rd Wednesday of the month, 8:00 a.m., RACVB Office 
Next meeting March 19 

 
OTHER COMMITTEES, BOARDS, OR COMMISSIONS 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 

Morgan 
• Had public comments tonight regarding expenditure of taxpayer funds 
• We are all very cognizant of how we, the City, expends these funds 
• If you are not questioning the staff about your concerns you are not doing 

your homework 
• We and the staff are very willing to go over the monetary issues you have - 

just call us 
 
Wiknich  
• Gave update on the roads initiative and has spoken to over 12 clubs and 

organizations 
• Has 22 more groups to visit and speak to – has 12 this week alone 
• Political Action Committee has started to promote this issue 
• Eric Kaufman is the Chair - donations can be made at KZIQ 
• Many people have come to him after his talks stating that they did not fully 

understand the impact before they heard him speak 
• Many have commented that they voted no twice but will support this 
 
Clark 
• If we want the roads fixed it has to be a grass roots and community based 

effort 
• We have to create clarity so that all citizens can and will understand the issue 
• Thanked everyone for the congratulations and good wishes upon his 

engagement 
• Thanked Supervisor McQuiston for his help in re-establishing Teen Court 
• The Teen Court has helped many teens turn their lives around 
• For several years Kern County Grand Jury has recommended it being 

reinstated  
• Thanked Rotary for their ethics program coming here tomorrow 3/7 8 am to 

12 noon 
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• Thanked everyone for being here especially the youth from Burroughs and 
Mesquite High Schools 

• Even after 5 years he is still amazed at what it takes to run a City 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Morgan sent best wishes to Frank Nickleson who has been 
diagnosed with cancer. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Morgan adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
           
      Rita Gable, City Clerk 


