
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIL AND 

RIDGECREST REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

City Council Chambers 
100 West California Avenue 
Ridgecrest, California 93555 

August 19, 2009 
6:30 p.m. 

This meeting was recorded and will be on file in the Office of the City Clerk for a 
certain period of time from date of approval by City Council/Redevelopment 
Agency. Meetings are recorded solely for the purpose of preparation of minutes. 

CALL TO ORDER - 6:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: Mayor Steven Morgan, Mayor Pro Tern Ronald Carter, Vice Mayor 
Thomas Wiknich, Council Member Marshall 'Chip' Holloway, 
Council Member Jerry Taylor 

STAFF: Michael Avery, City Manager; Rachel J. Ford, Deputy City Clerk; 
and other personnel 

AGENDA 

• City Manager Avery added the Chief of Police Department Director's Report to 
the Agenda to follow the Public Works Department Director's Report 

Motion To Approve Agenda With Additions Was Made By Council Member Holloway, 
Seconded By Council Member Carter. Motion Carried With A Voice Vote Of §. Ayes, Q 
Noes, Q Abstain, And Q Absent. 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS 
.:. Closed Session - no report 
.:. Other - no report 

DEPARTMENT AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Second Council Meeting (3rd Wednesday of the month) 

Public Works Department Director's Report - copy attached 

• Dennis Speer gave presentation update of current street projects and micro
paving. 
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o Council Member Taylor - would like to see cost per mile of each type of 
paving solution 

Infrastructure Committee 
Members: Tom Wiknich, Jerry Taylor, Lois Beres, Craig Porter 
Meetings: 2nd Wednesday of the month at 5:00 p.m., Council Conference 
Room 
Next meeting to be announced 

Police Department Director's Report (added to agenda prior to approval) 

• Chief of Police Ron Strand gave report 
o COPS grant 2 officers (1 lateral, 1 academy) for patrol. 
o 2 justice grants to upgrade radio system. 
o Captain Paul Wheeler working w/Kern communications to license UHF 

channels. 
o Reassigning staff in division (patrol/investigations). 
o Purchasing new canine with donated funds (10K for purchase & 7K for 

training) from local businesses. All funding needed has been received. 
o Drug program from June, 23 suspects arrested, 3 outside are, awaiting trial. 

These cases were quality of life call arrests. 

City Organization and Services Committee 
Members: Jerry Taylor, Tom Wiknich, Nellavan Jeglum, Lois Beres 
Meetings: 2nd Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Council Conference 
Room 
Next meeting 

Activate Community Talents and Interventions For Optimal Neighborhoods 
Task Force (ACTION) 

Members: Co-Chairs Ron Carter, Chip Holloway, Ron Strand 
Meetings: 2nd Monday of odd numbered months at 6:00 p.m. , Kerr
McGee Center 
Next meeting 

o Ron Strand - Committee will begin meeting again in September, 1st Monday 
at 6:00pm 

OTHER COMMITTEES, BOARDS, OR COMMISSIONS 

.:. Mayor Morgan - Kern COG board meeting, Council Member Wiknich will serve 
as alternate 

.:. October 24 - Mayor Morgan will not be able to attend the next Desert Mountain 
Division meeting. Tom Wiknich will serve as alternate 

.. _. ---------~-
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CITY MANAGER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORTS 

• Town Hall Wednesday, August 26 at 6:00pm. Council Members Holloway and 
Wiknich will attend. Topic to be announced. 

RECESS (if necessary) 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1. A Public Hearing And Consideration Of Planning Commission 
Recommendation Of General Plan Amendment. Zoning Reclassification 
And Pre Zoning For 179.2 Acres Of Property Located At The Northwest 
Corner Of Ridgecrest Boulevard And Mahan Street, (Wild Pointe Ranch) 

Jim McRea 

The recommendations for a General Plan Amendment, Zone Change and Pre
Zoning of unincorporated territory was made by the Planning Commission on 
June 23, 2009. At that time, the Planning Commission also approved a Tentative 
Tract Map for this site which does not have to be reaffirmed by the City Council. 

Applicant: PAM Ridgecrest Venture LLC . 

• :. Jim McRea gave overview of planning recommendations for General Plan 
Amendment Zone Changes for Wild Pointe Ranch . 

• :. Wild Pointe Ranch engineer made Statement to Council. Thanked staff and 
asked Council to approve recommendation. 

Public Hearing opened by Mayor at 7: 13pm 
• No public comment 

Hearing closed at 7: 14pm 
• Mayor Morgan thanked staff for work. 
• Issue with lighting district has been worked out. 

Resolution No. 09- ,A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council 
Approving Pre Zone Change PZC 09-02 Located On 23.92 Acres To Include 
W. Ridgecrest Boulevard. N. Brady Street. W. Las Flores Avenue, And 
Garth Street. From Kern County E 5.6 (2.5 AC.Min.) Zoning To City Of 
Ridgecrest E-1 (Estate 40.000 S.F. Min. Lot Size) Zoning. APN 455-100-07 
Applicant: Pam Ridgecrest Venture LLC 

Introduction And First Reading Of An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The 
City Of Ridgecrest Adopting Zone Change No. 08-04 (Wild Point Ranch) 

Recommended Motions - 2 motions 
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Motion To Waive Reading In Full And To Introduce For First Reading, By 
Title Only, An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City Of Ridgecrest 
Adopting Zone Change No. 08-04 (Wild Point Ranch} 

Requires a second 

• Motion to approve Resolution No. 09-, made by Council Member Wiknich, 
Second by Council Member Carter Motion carried by voice vote of Q ayes,.Q no, 
.Q abstain, .Q absent. 

Motion To Introduce For First Reading, By Title Only, An Ordinance Of The 
City Council Of The City Of Ridgecrest Adopting Zone Change No. 08-04 
(Wild Pointe Ranch} 

Requires a second 

• Motion To Introduce For First Reading, By Title Only, An Ordinance Of The City 
Council Of The City Of Ridgecrest Adopting Zone Change No. 08-04 (Wild Pointe 
Ranch), Made By Council Member Carter Second By Council Member Taylor 
Motion Carried By Voice Vote Of Q Ayes, .Q No, .Q Abstain, Q Absent. 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

2. Ordinance No. 09-03, An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City Of 
Ridgecrest Creating Chapter IV. Article 25 Of The Ridgecrest Municipal 
Code Relating To Residential Eviction Control For Properties In 
Foreclosure Avery 

This Ordinance was introduced for first reading, by title only, at the regular 
Council meeting of July 15, 2009. The Ordinance was taken to the August 5 
Council meeting for second reading and adoption. After much public comment 
and concerns voiced by Council Members were heard revisions to the Ordinance 
were suggested. Revisions were to be made by the City Attorney. The revisions 
requested do not affect the intent of the Ordinance. The Ordinance it is brought 
to the Council at this time for second reading and adoption . 

• :. City Manager Avery gave update of Ordinance revisions. 

DISCUSSION 
• Carol Vaughn - requested outline of revision other than adding foreclosure and 

questioned the intent of tenant occupied foreclosure which limited owner rights. 
• City Attorney Wayne Lemieux - explained the limitations of evicting tenants in 

foreclosure properties. 
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• Alfred Jones - lived in la mirage since 2004 and was kicked out for no reason 
other than a real estate deal that went south and took their money with it. Feels 
1 year is a fair penalty. 

• Robert Nostrand - Thanked Council for their support of this Ordinance. Helped 
renters some but re-write it still does not cover all renters' issues such as security 
deposits. 

• Robert Kirk - Ordinance has never existed before and supports it, believes 
Council should support. 

• Dave Matthews - expressed concern about property owner rights. 
• Jason Patin - Ordinance has negative effects on City and asks Council not to 

pass. 
• Ashley Kohn -Ordinance won't help those who have already been evicted. 
• Mr. Porter - questioned process during court proceedings. 
• City Attorney Wayne Lemieux - unlawful detainer action will drag out for at least 

90-days. Suspects these things overlap and will take at least this long. Very 
difficult to say if it a significant infringement to rights and each incident will 
depend on the facts. 

• Mr. Morris - thanks mayor for information on who owns property. Supports 
Ordinance for renters. 

• Robert Nostrand - Noted difficulty finding who is accepting rent payments. 
Outlined base activities and expressed concern about 'smart' comments made by 
Council at last meeting. 

• Council Member Taylor - supports Ordinance and Council has worked with 
community to compromise on sunset clause. 

• Council Member Wiknich - Questioned what obligation are we under to enforce 
Ordinance to banks and tenants. 

• City Attorney Wayne Lemieux - City is not compelled to act on Ordinance. If 
attacked in court could protect it as a courtesy. 

• Council Member Wiknich - In the event bank tells tenant it won't follow 
Ordinance. Does City have to defend? 

• City Attorney Wayne Lemieux -City Attorney doesn't defend lawsuits without 
authority from Council however, Council shouldn't adopt the Ordinance if you 
aren't prepared to defend it. 

• Council Member Holloway - Community needs more units to help renters keep 
cost down. Without proof of community risk, not willing to support this 
Ordinance. 

• Council Member Carter - We have to do what is the best thing for our 
community. Doesn't see this doing harm to anyone but giving a little help to 
renters. Heard rent control come up, looked at in past and does not support and 
form of rent control. Agree with Council Member Holloway we need more units to 
support supply and demand. Supports this Ordinance. 

• Mayor Morgan -Because this Ordinance deals with foreclosure process will vote 
for Ordinance to stop foreclosure evictions from happening. 
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Recommended Motions - 2 motions 

Motion to waive reading in full Ordinance No. 09-03, An Ordinance Of The 
City Council Of The City Of Ridgecrest Creating Chapter IV, Article 25 Of 
The Ridgecrest Municipal Code Relating To Residential Eviction Control 
For Properties In Foreclosure 

Requires a second 

• Motion To Waive Reading In Full Ordinance No. 09-03, An Ordinance Or The 
City Council Of The City Of Ridgecrest Creating Chapter IV, Article 25 Of The 
Ridgecrest Municipal Code Relating To Residential Eviction Control For 
Properties In Foreclosure Made By Council Member Taylor, Second By Council 
Member Carter. Motion Carried By Roll-Call Vote Of § Ayes, Q No, Q Abstain, .Q 
Absent. 

Motion To Adopt, By Title Only, Ordinance No. 09-03, An Ordinance Of The 
City Council Of The City Of Ridgecrest Creating Chapter IV, Article 25 Of 
The Ridgecrest Municipal Code Relating To Residential Eviction Control 
For Properties In Foreclosure 

Requires a second 

• Motion To Adopt By Title Only, Ordinance No. 09-03, An Ordinance Of The City 
Council Of The City Of Ridgecrest Creating Chapter IV, Article 25 Of The 
Ridgecrest Municipal Code Relating To Residential Eviction Control For 
Properties In Foreclosure, Made By Council Member Taylor, Second By Council 
Member Carter. Motion Carried By Roll-Call Vote Of ~ Ayes, ~ No, Q Abstain, .Q 
Absent. 

.:. Item to be brought back to Council in July 2010 for sunset provision review. 

DISCUSSION AND OTHER ACTION ITEMS 

3. Status Report On The Compliance Order IWMA BR07-07 And The Local 
Assistance Plan (LAP) Required By The California Integrated Waste 
Management Board (CIWMB) Jim 
McRea 

This is a summary status report on activities required by the California Integrated 
Waste Management Board (CIWMB). The City is on schedule with all reports 
and projects required by the CIWMB and the LAP. 

• Jim McRea gave summary status report to Council including PowerPoint of 
recycling flyer and facility. 
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• Mayor Morgan - Let everyone know there will be a letter in next (September) 
billing cycle asking for voluntary compliance signing up for service as required by 
CIWMB. Letter may reach individuals who are not aware of what is happening. 
Meant to help those who do not understand what is occurring, encourages 
contacting City staff for questions. Encouraged to contact Benz regarding the 
collection. City not involved with how collection happens, just compliance with 
CIWMB. Asked Jim McRea to find out who (the new project director) we will be 
complying with January 2010. 

DISCUSSION 

• Council Member Taylor - CIWMB disbanded by January 2010. Currently 
meeting? 

• Jim McRea, yes, board and staff is being abolished and moved to a new division 
which has authority to implement programs of board. 

• Council Member Taylor - staff wanted to fine us more, would be a good idea to 
go this year to meet incoming personnel. 

• Council Member Holloway - Asked for letter from legal staff of govt. Code where 
we can be fined. Contacted the Local Assistance Plan to meet with board 
Members and no response. Questions commercial notice for recycling with 
certified proof of service with $5.54 postage. Is everyone getting this letter and 
who is paying for it? 

• Jim McRea - City is not in this process. Will look into it. 
• Council Member Wiknich - why expense for certified letter when Council Member 

Holloway had already signed up for service. Most people don't think they don't 
have to sign up until Benz comes out with the cans. Is it right for people to wait 
until recycling portion comes into play or do they have to sign up now? 

• Jim McRea - commercial accounts transferred to required pickup/on-site 
recycling as of October 1. Not expected to pay until containers and service is 
received. 2 bins (solid/recycling) or a 90-gallon wheeled container to go with 
current solid waste bin. Every commercial enterprise must pay franchisee for 
solid waste and recycling. 2 owners share if agreeable with Benz. Agreement 
recently made but no details adopted by Council at this time. Must be done for 
residential by January 2010 and Commercial by October 1,2009. 

• Council Member Wiknich - Residential doesn't have to sign up until full plan is 
implemented and commercial has to join now (August 1-0ctober 1). 

• Council Member Carter - Requesting CIWMB attend and 'exit interview' with 
Council. 

• Jim McRea - 3 person team will be in Ridgecrest September 1-3. 
• Council Member Carter - Willing to have special Council meeting on 3rd to 

present to Council and community. 

Public Comment: 
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• Dave Matthews - made comments about State monitoring the drop off center 
and conducting surveys on Saturday when most people take in recycling. 

• Walt Mauer - part 1 - appreciates Council Member Wiknich delving into 
questions from community. When is the deadline for subscribing? 

o Mayor Morgan - when agreement on contract, still has work to do but 
must be in place by December. 

o Walt Mauer - what should go into recycling for residential? 
o Jim McRea - cardboard, paper, plastic, glass, aluminum, steel. Council 

Member Council Member Taylor - non-organic. 
o Walt Mauer - Hopes there is a provision for those who would take a long 

time to fill a bin. 
• Walt Mauer Part 2 - Compliments Council Member Holloway for inquiry on legal 

basis for 10k fine and hope to have answer soon. Will be available Sept. 1-3 and 
asks CIWMB to meet with citizens and Council to talk. Quoted letter Statement 
and addressed attitude toward citizens by CIWMB. Delighted positions were 
abolished, does not appreciate tone of board and new board. 

• Mr. Porter - concerns are greater, feels we are losing a board and obtaining a 
king. Board was quasi-judicial, now won't have to have meetings. Transfer of 
power. Who will they report to and what authority will they have. 

o Council Member Taylor - quoted from CIWMB minutes of board meeting. 
o Mr. Porter - Suggests writing letter to Attorney General for clarification of 

limits of power. 

STUDY SESSION 

4. Review and update of DRAFT Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City Of 
Ridgecrest Adding And Amending Section 12- Of The City Of Ridgecrest 
Municipal Code To Modify Water Efficient Landscape Requirements And 
Add Definitions Avery 

The City of Ridgecrest and the Indian Wells Valley Water District (IWVWD) 
began a review of Sustainable Water Conservation Management Strategies and 
implementation of AB-1881 in January 2008. The State of California Department 
of Water Resources, Office of Water Use Efficiency and Transfers had developed 
a Draft Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance for discussion purposes. 
Cities are required to adopt a Water Conservation Ordinance or the Model 
Ordinance will become effective within the jurisdiction of the local agency in 
January 2010. 

• City Attorney Wayne Lemieux - Introduced water conservation statute and gave 
history of law. Requires City to adopt efficient irrigation Ordinance. May adopt 
model Ordinance from department of water or City's own Ordinance. 
Regulations adopted by DWR say can adopt Ordinance and force local water 
purveyor to enforce the Code. Government Code doesn't say that. If violate 
water purveyor rules, they can shut off water. Only reason law adopted was 
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because some elected official had trouble enforcing conservation in Mobile Home 
Park. Allows water shut off in mobile home parks and City would have to adopt 
landscaping Ordinance. Water purveyor is not required to adopt Ordinance. 
Both departments have same basic rules but both allow for exceptions. Study 
session is to review Ordinance. Will add DWR compliance findings. DWR still 
hasn't adopted final regulations. Need to review and get this done by end of 
year. Regulations are similar to others adopted throughout State. DWR can't 
deliver all water available to State water project due to 'critter's' in water (fish, 
wildlife, plants) last count 8 separate lawsuits trying to stop the water flow from 
north to south. Many organizations in southern California are exploring other 
water recycling projects and desalinization. Many discussions about disposal of 
salt after desalinization stalling process. Water conservation isn't solved by the 
Ordinance, but it does get people thinking about it. 

DISCUSSION 
• Mayor Morgan - Council Members and Water District representatives have 

worked on this language because we don't want to wait for DWR Ordinance. 
Input from other Council Members. No action tonight, staff instruction only. End 
of discussion ask for Council pleasure (back to committees, etc) 

• Council Member Carter - administrative exceptions changing? 
a City Attorney Wayne Lemieux - made suggestion one-stop-shop and push 

down street to water district. 
• Council Member Taylor - current draft has City Manger consulting with water 

district, 
a City Attorney Wayne Lemieux - can take out and send exceptions directly 

to water district. 
• City Attorney Wayne Lemieux 12.9.19 penalties, who gets fine? 

a City Manager Avery - those taken from Municipal Code and could be 
enforced by City. Code Enforcement would collect fines. 

a City Attorney Wayne Lemieux - treaty between both Code Enforcements 
(Water/City) turning water off is better than fine. 

a Council Member Wiknich - swimming pools in-ground, why aren't above 
ground included? 

a Council Member Council Member Taylor - in-ground is stressed 
a Mayor Morgan - will ask why. 
a Council Member Wiknich - all storm waters drain toward street, City 

engineer could recommend for ponding. 
o Council Member Taylor - some cities required to catch and reuse storm 

drain, should be alright to catch. 
a Council Member Wiknich - paragraph h or g in most section. 
a Council Member Council Member Taylor pg 4 section g. 
a City Attorney Wayne Lemieux - storm water drains and flood irrigation not 

an issue for this Ordinance. 
o Council Member Wiknich - pg 3, 12-9.9 single family residential lots. 
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o City Attorney Wayne Lemieux - from State and can't change unless 
different figure is consistent with statute. May be a hard case to make and 
recommends leaving as is. 

o Council Member Wiknich - propose committee evaluate and compare to 
statute. 

o Council Member Taylor - compare recent examples. 
o City Attorney Wayne Lemieux - statue applies to new work. 
o Council Member Taylor - if applied to 3 random streets, would they be in 

compliance today. 
• Council Member Taylor - 12.9.11 pg. 4 3.C, E - unlawful to use water for more 

than 5 minutes. E test for 5 minute rule, contradicts each other. Penalties 12-
9.21 pg. 7 if gone on vacation and fined daily, need to work language. 12-9.23 
pg. 8 administrative exceptions. Should be responding in less than 60 days. 

o City Attorney Wayne Lemieux - if appeal is filed with purveyor ... 
• Council Member Holloway - have to file statute, could be our own Ordinance. 

Have to follow original statute. 
o City Attorney Wayne Lemieux - have to certify in line with DWR 

Ordinance. 
o Council Member Holloway - solution is tiered system. Now have a 

grandfathering taking in place so people with 100% turf can use more than 
someone who can't use as much. Would like to encourage public to take 
action rather than not take the action. 

o Mayor Morgan - cash for grass cannot be implemented in document 
however water district and City if funds are located can create incentives. 

o City Attorney Wayne Lemieux - scratch Ordinance would read differently. 
• Council Member Holloway - creating infrastructure, Enforcement. Who will pay 

for water police? 
o City Attorney Wayne Lemieux - Enforcement clause change this 

Ordinance will be enforced by purveyor 
• Mayor Morgan - fines to purveyor and is ok with that 

o Council Member Taylor - our abatement officer cost more. Raise rates 
and existing residents will reduce use. So few affected and does this 
make it non-appealing to be here. 

o Mayor Morgan - if we keep ahead of curve and get this in documented 
form with levels of control, we end up not getting fined. 

o City Attorney Wayne Lemieux - no State mandate to adopt wastewater 
Ordinance, just a governor's recommendation . Less important than what 
is in the ground today. Recommend put Enforcement section to water 
district. Would cost $500 in staff time to collect $200 in fines. Water 
district can enforce more efficiently by shutting off water. 

• Council Member Holloway - where does water district fit into landscaping 
projects? 

o City Attorney Wayne Lemieux - someone putting in plans, we tell them 
about draught resistant plants in advance and later water district enforces 
if they don't listen. 
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• Mayor Morgan - an extra step for developers to go to water district to discuss. 
They only want to develop the project once. 

• Council Member Holloway - burger king grass example. Some like it some don't. 
Who decides? 

• Mayor Morgan - if they stay under the Ordinance area specs, they are fine. 
• Council Member Carter - strongly recommended tiered system. Will affect less 

than 1 %. Have to do it. City and water district working together. Lot is 
educational and changing the mindset of community. 

• Mayor Morgan - City already knows we have to do it too. 

Public Comment 
• Dave Matthews - Thanked attorney for insightful information. Some concerns 

such as making it /IIegal to wash driveway with water. Under this proposed 
Ordinance section called mandatory matters pg 7, most are unenforceable. One 
exception of washing driveway with hose is to wash hazardous fluids. To some 
individuals there are other hazardous materials like dust (allergies) is very 
allergic component. Rather than sweep with broom, will take hose and wash off 
because dust doesn't fly when wet. Suggests making these 'suggested 
conservation' use rather than mandatory. Between May 1 & September 1 can 
only irrigate at night (8pm to 8am) did learn years ago thru vegetable gardening 
that if you water at night can create- mold/mildew. Additionally has 1 tree at 
property. Wanted an evergreen and the pine is doing fine with minimal water, 
usually waters with root soaker (showed example). Not carried in town but can 
get on internet, other devises available. Still have a lot to do with Ordinance and 
recommend as topic for next week town hall meeting. Look at real numbers and 
measures that can be implemented. 

• Walt Mauer - ask don't adopt DWR Ordinance and allow water district to be 
purveyor. Will the purveyor be enforcing the Ordinance? 

o City Attorney Wayne Lemieux - yes, we let them know the regulations 
exist, later the water district enforces. 

• Walt Mauer - neighborhood, most yards are below sq. yd. and affects few 
people. Under mandatory measures, objects to item (B), using water to wash 
sidewalk, driveway etc. Bird droppings are problem. Would like to see that 
stricken. Concerned about water new plantings. 

o Mayor Morgan - new plantings is allowed. (2.1). Mentioned cash-for-grass 
program not part of this. 

• Walt Mauer - opposed to City doing this (cash-for-grass) with public funds, 
private only. Finally doesn't like these types of Ordinances, infringes with 
property owners rights again. What about the Downs Street medians? 

o Mayor Morgan - Downs Street medians have a deep water system and 
are in compliance. 

• Ron Porter - night watering would have to be done with a flashlight because I 
water by hand. Some cities have small fines with envelopes hung on doors 
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rather than Enforcement officer expending a lot of time collection. California 
building Code has low-flow regulations. 

• No Name Provided - assessment districts for new developments, rather than 
block wall fences uses wide paths. Is that part of the assessment district and are 
there controls on the amount of grass in public walk areas? 

o Mayor Morgan - all these types of walkways have to be xeroscaped. 
o Council Member Taylor - Encourages City Planner to use southwestern 

style examples. 
o Mayor Morgan - read lot size regulations. 

• Dave Matthews - mandatory measures no. 2 water district running ads on radio 
voluntary measures, why can't they continue to be voluntary? 

• City Manager Avery - this is currently our Code today. 
• Council Member Taylor - suggests all above ground irrigation or manual water 

be excluded. 

5. Taft Development Impact Fee In-Lieu Review. Tentative Tract Map No 6731 
Jim McRea 

In response to the opportunity to jump start and encourage both residential and 
commercial development a discussion and review of the Development Impact 
Fees is recommended. A copy of three documents is provided: 
• Development Impact Fee Handbook as updated January 2009 
• Resolution No 06-32 adopted May 17, 2006 
• Draft agreement contract for deferred or in-lieu utilization Development 

Impact Fees 

.:. Jim McRea gave update and review of Taft Development Impact Fee In-Lieu 
Review and Tentative Tract Map No. 6731 

DISCUSSION 
• Mayor Morgan - what does in-lieu mean? 

o Jim McRea - not waiving development impact fees, some money 
collected used to offset cost for that project. Road offset fire, police 
recommendations. Will have to put in roads, not reasonable use of 
traffic mitigation fees. Secondary street across streets that could 
qualify for traffic impact fees. Required by fire and recommended by 
police. In order to build tract, we are requiring secondary street as 
outlined in the report. 

• Mayor Morgan - park and drainage impact fee already allows for this. No 
question this is open and nexus for traffic impact fee would want to see 
adequate documentation and relief from staff. 

• Council Member Taylor - in-lieu fees for park off-site. Part of planning 
commission and general plan development was for example, not for Pearson 
Park. Concerned about traffic projects on hill, would fix congestion problem, 
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provide an alternate route out of area, and other projects would have to 
contribute. Parks and drainage sumps are reasonable for in-lieu-of fees. 
Concerned about this going back, as a development that is out in the middle 
of nowhere and they are the first. Potential problem of alternate route. 

• Council Member Wiknich - agrees this development would put a lot of traffic 
on College Heights so secondary access is right. No problem with in-lieu-of 
and staff having discretion is fine. 

• Council Member Holloway - development impact fees have to be expended 
within 5 years? 

o Jim McRea - yes but not a problem. 
• Jim McRea - TAFT is moving thru entitlements but also have Wal-Mart and 

other projects that will impact. Wal-Mart no sharing of traffic but can share 
drainage, thru the process those have shifted. These are site specific, some 
qualify and some don't. 

• Mayor Morgan - discretion of staff to come back. 
• No public comment was heard. 

Proposed Redevelopment Agency Bond Project List Avery 

In July of 2008 staff brought to the Agency a proposed Redevelopment Agency 
(RDA) bond for refinancing of certain RDA debt as well as securing new money 
of approximately $20 million for various redevelopment projects throughout the 
City. Due to the economic downturn at that time, the item was pulled from 
discussion and referred back to Committees for further review. Over the course 
of the year, while watching the economy, the Parks, Recreation, and Quality of 
Life, Infrastructure, and Community Development Committees reviewed the 
project list and prepared a recommended bonding list to be presented to the 
Agency. Infrastructure improvements were recommended by the Infrastructure 
Committee, recreation amenities by the Parks, Recreation, and Quality of Life 
Committee and community development programs were recommended by the 
Community Development Committee with that Committee recommending the 
final list to the Agency. 

With the State of California proposing to take $2.5 million in RDA funds as an 
ERAF shift; it would not be appropriate at this time for the RDA to incur new debt. 
However, it is recommended by our bond consultants to have a recommended 
project list adopted so that when the appropriate time presents itself we can 
move forward and issue the bonds. Of course that action would be presented to 
the agency at the appropriate time . 

• :. City Manager Avery gave update as executive director of RDA and Council is 
acting as the Agency. 
~ Old bonds from 1 year ago to acquire approx. $20 million for new projects. 

Item pulled due to downturn in economy. 

- ----------------------' 
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~ List has be revised for future bonding time when economy returns and to 
have a list in place to fund. 

~ Bonding potential lowered as State takes funds but consultant recommends 
we prepare project list. 

~ Has been thru each committee for compilation. Community Development 
committee came up with recommended final list of $19 million. Today's 
information from consultant is between $15-$18 million. 

~ Requesting review of project list and put in order of importance and bond in 
order depending on what is actually received. 

~ Agency status report approx. $4 million in RDA for various projects, light 
ward/china lake; $2 million available for use. 

~ County letter of City owing $800k for agreement on project of benefit for both 
County and area identified expansion of Leroy Jackson park area next to post 
office. Currently did not have funds, meanwhile around 1990 loan from 
agency to school for school to pay back. Approximately 2001 court decision 
counties were not to pass thru monies to cities. Did not apply to our 
agreement but County stopped paying. $4 million to school, now approx. $9 
million with interest. Have not met with School District. If we bond $800k for 
County, we could repay with County loan. Future discussions pending. 
Appears if State takes $2.5 million we will have money to make payment and 
operations budget can cover. 

~ Review list, no decision tonight or maybe even next Council. Narrow down 
list for final approval. 

DISCUSSION 
• Council Member Taylor - November list of road projects. This has partial paving 

project in College Heights. Need left turn pocket due to speeding. Half isn't 
paved is County not City side. City still looking at engineering project and there 
are other roads that should have higher priority. Mr. Ponek, concern in general 
client study for City standards, 1 pool per 30,000 people. Reliability and 
maintenance issue but need to look where pool should go. All for park & 
recreation and other projects fixing current facilities. Operational costs and 
struggling with importance of new pool. Measure 'N' constituents voted for fixing 
streets. 

• Mayor Morgan - good opening comments, all open for discussion. RRA is able 
to capture funds we normally wouldn't get unless we went out and bonded for 
debt. Improvement on list thru bond effort is currently the only way we would get 
any of these done. Isn't taxable dollars we receive outside agency to support 
project. Allowing tax dollars to go to other communities is a misappropriation of 
tax dollars. May discuss projects to move forward if market is favorable, but 
without list we won't get any projects done for long time. This is avenue to get 
additional improvements without costing community more than if someone else 
used same tax dollars in another part of the State. It's money that comes back 
into your community for projects you want to see created and done. 
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• Council Member Carter - first started bonds to improve streets did major study. 
Quality of Life and Parks & Recreation were equally high in priority. Current pool 
becoming unfixable. Need new pool and need to start working on it now. Other 
Quality of Life items are directly from community suggestions. Does not want to 
give up anything on list. 

• Council Member Wiknich - polled people for road vs. parks. 95% said money on 
roads and 5% on parks. Poll was in local distributed newspapers. Agree with 
Council Member Taylor on pool, earlier talking about closing current pool for not 
having operational cost. Make sure we have money to continue operations. 
Recommend College Heights improvement title changed to something else. 
Recent Alaska trip visited very small towns and they made announcement at 2 
cities, parks % size of Pearson Park, no government dollars used to build or 
maintain. Local service club built and maintain the parks. Asked several times 
that service clubs man concession stands at ball fields. Fundraising opportunity 
for service organizations at ball parks. Ways of doing some of this stuff that isn't 
necessarily City project. Requests Mr. Ponek talk to people and advertise in 
paper, without effort from Parks & Recreation, has hard time in going along with 
us doing on our own. Opportunity for sports organizations to recoup some of 
their costs. Not saying it would work, just saying ask question before we obligate 
ourselves to doing it. Obligation is to streets, making larger and maintaining. 
Need to follow earlier streets list that was established by Council. Change 
College Heights. 

• Council Member Holloway - agrees as some of the streets aren't College 
Heights. Narrow window of Redevelopment use for streets correct? 

o City Manager Avery - Partially. Certain project written in 1986 RDA plan 
and one of those was a new pool. 

• Council Member Holloway - College Heights naming, suggest if we didn't do 
College Heights and different areas create assessment districts, match for street 
improvements from fund. Define Balsam Street Old-Town District. Kerr 
McGee/Jackson Park/Aquatics don't disagree with either side. TOT grants IWV 
baseball presentation turning costs into revenue opportunities. Generates 
revenue with arena with right look and amenities. Hwy. 14 Lancaster arena is 
economic boom to Lancaster. Frown at $3 million commitment, plans and ideas 
of how to develop into a way it creates revenue. (Physical therapy, navy training, 
etc.) Got to quit looking at building facility with potential cash drain. Spend fund 
for 1 st class presentation and cash revenue opportunities. Example Redrock 
Texas recreation from outside agencies that come to our community. Build to 
serve the outside community and not just ourselves. Drill-down and show how 
they benefit everybody. 

• Council Member Taylor - Lack of tennis courts and basketball courts from normal 
standards. Improve current pool. 

Public Comment 
• No Name Provided - pleased about road's comments, long overdue, started 

going in right direction. Quality of life is important and need to find ways to 
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generate more revenue. Measure 'N' was for rehab construction rather than new 
construction. Where do we get the biggest bang for buck, long-term would be 
better off doing 5-7 year road improvements for new roads with some 
reconstruction. 

• Dave Matthews - address opening remarks, school district borrowed funds for 
gateway school and County was to refund and State said no and County quit and 
now school district owes millions. Anybody paying attention to what's happening 
with this money? 

• Walt Mauer - list item aquatics complex issue was opposed during election and 
still opposed. Street tax price kept going up, surprised aquatics is on the list 
again. Need to get streets done and would like maximum amount to go to 
streets. Agrees with Council Member Wiknich's 95% for streets. Read 
statement from Mike Neal. 

• Mayor Morgan - any RDA project list will be done with regulations and all funding 
will be legal and bond counsel will ensure this. Staff move forward with revisions 
and Council provide itemized list. Bring back to next Council for Study Session. 

• Council Member Wiknich - new facilities clarification 
• Mayor Morgan - redevelopment law allows that if low-income residential citizens 

utilize the facility, it can be created. Can have Bond Counsel attend next meeting 
to respond. 

• City Manager Avery - laws quoted tonight were enacted after our agency was 
formed in 1986, our agency will follow the laws in effect at the time the plan was 
written 

• Mayor Morgan - return with list for further discussions. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

All items on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine by City staff and 
will be approved in one motion if no member of the Councilor the public wishes 
to comment or ask questions. If comment or discussion is desired by anyone, 
that item may be removed from the Consent Calendar and be considered 
separately, with public comment, before action is taken. 

7. Resolution No. 09- ! A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council 
Authorizing The City To Enter Into Program Supplement Agreement No. 023-
N. To The Administering Agency-State (State Of California Department Of 
Transportation) Agreement No 09-5385R And Authorizing The City Manager 
To Sign Said Agreement For The Road Rehabilitation Project On College 
Heights Boulevard From Franklin Avenue To Dolphin Avenue Speer 

The Program Supplement Agreement is for the construction of the road 
rehabilitation project on College Heights Blvd. between Franklin Avenue and 
Dolphin Avenue. This project is the first round of stimulus money that has been 
earmarked for our community and shovel ready projects. The total estimated 



MINUTES - CITY COUNCIL/REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY - REGULAR 
August 19, 2009 
Page 17 

cost of this construction work is $513,579.00 with a local match of $259.00. The 
funding source is the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 

8. Minutes Of The Regular City Council/Redevelopment Agency Meeting Of 
August 5. 2009 Gable 

9 Council Expenditure Approval List (OWR) Dated August 14. 2009 In The 
Amount Of $594.250.05 Staheli 

10. Agency Expenditure Approval List (DWR) Dated August 14, 2009 In The 
Amount Of $20.052.49 Staheli 

.:. Walt Mauer pulled item 7 & 9 

• Motion to approve Consent Calendar made by Council Member Carter, Second 
by Council Member Taylor. Motion carried by voice vote of Q ayes, Q no, Q 
abstain, Q absent. 

• Walt Mauer - item 7 quoted total cost and match. Are the totals correct? 
o Dennis Speer - correct 

• Mauer - item 9 pg. 10, $2604.00 vendor Mad Science of Inland Empire - parks 
and recreation science class? 

o Jim Ponek - summer camp Contractor City made 30% of total, contractor 
gets 70%. 

• Mauer - amount of insurance is high 
o City Manager Avery - annual renewals. 

• Motion to approve item 7 & 9 Consent Calendar made by Council Member 
Taylor, Second by Council Member Carter. Motion carried by voice vote of Q 
ayes, Q no, Q abstain, Q absent. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Persons wishing to address the Council on matters that are within the Council's 
jurisdiction and do not already appear on this agenda, may do so at this time. 
Pursuant to the Brown Act, the City Council may not take action on an item that 
does not appear on this Agenda. Speakers are limited to five (5) minutes. The 
PUBLIC COMMENT section of the Agenda is limited to a total of sixty (60) 
minutes. Speakers are asked to provide their name and address for the record. 

Opened at 11 :06pm 
.:. Walt Mauer - reviewed audio of last meeting and appalled at reception of 

constitutional language. Word diatribe used repeatedly. Would have expectation 
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that even if wasn't lover of constitution, if I were an elected leader and sworn to 
defend the constitution would have no problem even if philosophically disagreed 
with the speaker would not show the lack of respect. Show respect for the 
constitution language. To hear this repeated as not a matter of jurisdiction of this 
Council is disturbing . 

• :. Dave Matthews - reflect on couple of things that happened tonight. Several 
citizens have stated concerns about the loss of individual rights. Would like to 
point out that other are becoming aware of what is happenings. Creeping 
socialism happening and is concerned that the Council is passing laws that are 
taking away our rights and can't be enforced. 

Public Comment closed at 11 :14pm 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 

The Mayor and Council Members may make a brief Statement. In addition, 
Council Members may ask a question of staff or the public for clarification on any 
matter, make a request of staff for factual information, or request staff to report 
back to the Council at a later meeting concerning any matter. In addition the 
Mayor or any Council Member may direct the City Manager to place an item of 
business on a future agenda . 

• :. Council Member Taylor 
~ Good evening 

.:. Council Member Holloway 
~ No Comment 

.:. Council Member Wiknich 
~ Implementation of trash, RDA priority list, water Ordinance on agenda for 

town hall meeting next Wednesday at 6pm 
~ Not real happy about Obama being president, so when community says 

Obama like it not making any points with him . 

• :. Council Member Carter 
~ Can't believe criticized for agreeing with colleague, look forward to seeing 

changes. 
~ Come to town hall 
~ Students back in school, thanks to PO for making sure everything under 

control 

.:. Mayor Morgan 
~ Flag parade looking for volunteers and Council Members 
~ 100 yr Inyokern celebration September 25. Proclamation coming 
~ Kevin McCarthy visiting 
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~ Suggest different wording for comment sections which will be distributed to 
Council Members. Persons are not addressing Council, they are addressing 
audience. Need to tighten definition of public comment. (i.e. give directive to 
Council to write letter about constitution to State) going to ask we correct. 

~ Lions club teen dance $10 at door, chaperoned and safe for all teens up to 
age 20. 

~ Council Member Council Member Taylor asked if we would have waste 
management booth at Maturango Junction, Mayor Morgan will find out. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting Adjourned at 11 :20pm 


