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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIL AND 

RIDGECREST REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

City Council Chambers 
100 West California Avenue 
Ridgecrest, California 93555 

December 21, 2011 
5:30 p.m. 

This meeting was recorded and will be on file in the Office of the City Clerk for a 
certain period of time from date of approval by City Council/Redevelopment 
Agency. Meetings are recorded solely for the purpose of preparation of minutes. 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL 

Council Present: Mayor Ronald H. Carter; Mayor Pro-Tem Marshall 'Chip' Holloway; 
Vice Mayor Jerry D. Taylor; Council Members Steven P. Morgan 
and Jason Patin 

Staff Present: City Manager Kurt O. Wilson; City Clerk Rachel J. Ford; City 
Attorney Keith Lemieux; and other staff 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

• No changes 

Motion To Approve Agenda As Amended Made By Council Member Morgan, Second 
By Council Member Patin. Motion Carried By Voice Vote Of 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain, 
o Absent. 

PUBLIC COMMENT - CLOSED SESSION 

No comments presented 

CLOSED SESSION - 5:30 p.m. 

GC54956.9 (A) 

GC54956.9 (B) 

Conference With Legal Counsel, Existing Litigation. City of 
Ridgecrest v. Benz Sanitation Inc. 

Conference With Legal Counsel, Liability Claim Of Molly 
Kromer. Claim No. 11-06 
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REGULAR SESSION - 6:00 p.m. 
~ Pledge Of Allegiance 
~ Invocation 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS 
~ Closed Session 

o City of Ridgecrest v. Benz - received report, no action taken. 
o Kramer claim against the city denied and City Clerk will issue letter. 

~ Other 
o none 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

• Christina Witt - complimented Council for doing a good job. Spoke on 
photographing the efforts of Council Member Morgan for the annual fireworks. 
Presented a collage to the Lions Club 

• Howard Auld - recommended to council that the wastewater topic be taken to a 
committee to gather factual information regarding the wastewater situation. 

• AI Huey - read a prepared speech pertaining to issues facing the country and 
highlighted the foundation of religion that the country was built on. December 25 
is celebration of birth of Christ and invited anyone who would like to attend, to 
worship this Sunday at his church. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. Redevelopment Agency Annual Report McRea 

2. Program Supplement - Intersection of Downs & Ward to Inyokern Road 
Speer 

3. Will dan Agreement - City Corp. Yard Project Speer 

4. Quad Knopf Agreement Amendment - Downs Street Project Speer 

5. Approval Of Public Benefit Discretionary Fund Expenditures Wilson 

Items pulled from consent calendar: None 

Motion To Approve Consent Calendar Made By Council Member Holloway, Second By 
Council Member Patin. Motion Carried By Roll-Call Vote Of 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain, 
o Absent. 
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DISCUSSION AND OTHER ACTION ITEMS 

6. Discussion of Selection Of A Federal Lobbyist Firm Holloway/Patin 

• Jason Patin gave overview of the process undertaken to this date. Announced 
recommendation to move forward with the Nossaman Firm 

• Chip Holloway spoke on additional steps taken in verifying references and 
benefits each candidate firm offered. Highlighted the qualities of Shelby 
Hangenauer who will be assigned as the Ridgecrest representative. Presented 
statistics of the firm such as staffing and past successes. 

• Jason Patin added that community input was received and utilized in making the 
decision to retain Nossaman Firm. 

• Chip Holloway stated that this companies track record was exceptional. 
• Steve Morgan spoke about past experience with Shelby Hanenauer and the 

success of that project however wanted to see a client list and the cost. Clarified 
that the requested motion would be to move forward and come back with a 
contract. 

• Kurt Wilson confirmed that staff is to move forward with negotiations and bring 
back a contract at the next meeting on January 18 which would have a start date 
of February 1. 

• Jason Patin - wants to give a cap for cost and move forward tonight. 
• Kurt Wilson - if that is council's direction, can do that process. 
• Steve Morgan - not willing to move forward with a blanket dollar figure and wants 

to understand the cost for product. Cannot vote tonight. 
• Jerry Taylor - understands Morgan's concern and wants to understand the cost 

and relation to the budget. 

Public Comment 

• David Knight - stated that comments made tonight would not constitute due 
diligence with monetary impact. Spoke on theory of government operating to 
solve local problems and how the practice does not work that way in reality. 
Focused on two reasons special interest funding should be abolished. Listed 
references where more reasons against hiring a lobbyist for federal funding. 

• Christina Witt - recited past budget problems for roads and wastewater. 
Struggling for funding for streets, lights, and wastewater and seems irresponsible 
to commit unavailable funds for a lobbyist. Understands the concept but 
questioned where the funds to pay for the lobbyist would come from. Agrees 
with council member Morgan and Taylor in finding out how much it will cost and if 
there are funds available. 

• Dave Matthews - agreed with Mr. Knight on his presentation. Asked council if 
these firms had experience rolling back federal regulations. If we stop giving 
money to Washington then have funds to pay for lobbyist. 
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• Nathan Ahle - chamber of commerce supports City for hiring a federal lobbyist. 
Would rather see funds come back to this community rather than other 
communities. Chamber happy to help however they can. 

• Renee Westalusk - supports the idea of hiring a lobbyist. Asked about the 
length of the contract and if not satisfied will there be any remedy to get out of 
the contract. What is the firm's record, do they lobby both parties? 

• Barbara Auld - applauds council for their hard work but need to get more details. 
Reminded that Ridgecrest wouldn't exist without the base and relayed the 
beginning history of Ridgecrest. Need a federal lobbyist to fight for us. Gave the 
history of the BRAC lobbying efforts. Need to do this in light of how the system 
works. Need to protect the City for future generations to make this a viable, 
stable community. Support the City and Base together. Public and Council 
needs more information before making a final decision. Sounds like a good 
choice. 

• Eric Braun - listed credentials and is a current client of Nossaman. Spoke on 
their experiences with this firm and supported the process undertaken by Council 
Members. Compared this action with house maintenance. If not playing a role in 
political advocacy then are allowing others to make the decisions for us. 
Understands the need to see costs, but hope understands that seeing what the 
firm can deliver is not as tangible as cost. As a client, is very happy with 
outcomes from Nossaman. Spoke on past successes with lobbying efforts in the 
community. Thanked the council for their efforts. 

• Howard Auld - agreed with the need but also agreed with the need for specifics. 

Council Comments 

• Steve Morgan - doesn't want anyone to believe that he is trying to delay this 
process, does not know the company and wants more information to make an 
informed decision. Consortium in Chesapeake Bay is spending hundreds of 
thousands of dollars actively arguing against us, touting a UAV flight area that is 
smaller than ours and has no land mass but they are talking about it to their 
legislators and committees. Having us there to give the facts is a necessity. We 
actively gave accurate and logical information, got a result we wanted and we 
relaxed, and the games screwed us. Want to thank council members patin and 
Holloway for what appears to be outstanding work and believe that after public 
and council gets time will be able to move forward. 

• Chip Holloway - understand both Jerry and Steve's concerns. Is frustrating 
because there should be a certain level of trust. Time is of the essence. The 
Chesapeake consortium is spending close to seven figures to lobby against us. I 
have no problem moving forward. Not being evasive of the price but you do not 
negotiate a contract in a public arena. Comfortable giving Kurt a price not to 
exceed. Willing to move forward with a ballpark range 

• Ron Carter - in favor of moving forward. Had discussion and willing to find a 
lobbyist to fight for our community. 
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• Jason Patin - spent a month on this and am willing to move forward. Did not say 
wanted to give a blank check. Comfortable with a range already given to us. No 
problem moving forward today. 

• Jerry Taylor - appreciate everything said this evening. Do not have the 
information that names the firm. Should have been properly presented to us. No 
problem telling Kurt to begin negotiating but not ready to vote on something as 
final. Giving direction is fine. 

• Kurt Wilson - if understand position of moving forward with this specific firm and 
negotiating a contract. Need consensus that this is the firm to move forward with 
and negotiate or negotiate/execute. 

• Jerry Taylor- no problem giving direction to move forward but not execute. 
• Chip Holloway recommend giving Kurt authority to enter into 90 day contract to 

begin January 1 and come back with full contract. Would like to have someone 
on board when congress comes back into session. Kurt's limit is $30,000 

• Kurt Wilson - could conceivably have a 90 day contract as early as tomorrow. 
Reminded a 30 day exit clause would be in any contract. 

Council gave direction to city manager to enter into a contract with 30 day opt-out for 
the balance of this fiscal year. 

7. Acceptance of and Scheduling A Public Hearing of the Planning 
Commission Decision Appeal of Derrill Whitten Speer 

• Dennis Speer gave staff report. 
• Ron Carter and Steve Morgan will not be at the January 18 meeting. Chip 

Holloway, Jason Patin, and Jerry Taylor will be here. 

Motion To Accept An Appeal Of The Planning Commission Decision Of Derrill Whitten 
And To Schedule A Public Hearing Of The Appeal For January 18, 2012 Made By 
Council Member Patin, Second By Council Member Holloway. Motion Carried By Roll
Call Vote Of 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain, 0 Absent. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

• Eric Braun - commended council on their vision and believe they made an 
excellent choice. 

• Barbara Auld - thanked council for their time and what they are doing. We need 
to protect the city and the base. Thank you for the time taken to let the public 
know what is going on. Shelby has family in Lancaster. 

• Dave Matthews - wish council , city staff, city employees merry Christmas and a 
happy and prosperous new year. Thanked the elves who decorated city hall. 
Kathy Armstrong and her assistants do a really nice job. See you next year. 

• Renee Westalusk - thanked council for moving ahead and for listening to the 
community. 
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DEPARTMENT AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Infrastructure Committee 
Members: Steve Morgan, Jerry Taylor, Craig Porter, James Sanders 
Meeting: 2nd Wednesday of the month at 5:00 p.m., Council 

Conference Room 
Next Meeting: January 11, 2011 

• Steve Morgan - announced next meeting 

Quality of Life 
Members: 
Meetings: 

Chip Holloway, Jason Patin, Craig Porter, Carter Pope 
1st Thursday of every even month at 12:00 p.m.; Kerr-McGee 
Center 

Next Meeting: February 2, 2011 

• Jason Patin - has not met 

City Organization 
Members: 
Meeting: 

Ron Carter, Jerry Taylor, Lois Beres, Christopher LeCornu 
3rd Tuesday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Council Conference 
Room 

Next meeting: January 17, 2011 

• Jerry Taylor - budget and leash law on the agenda. Ron carter added veterans 
advisory committee 

Community Development Committee 
Members: Steve Morgan, Jason Patin, Christopher LeCornu, James 

Sanders 
Meetings: 1 st Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Council Conference 

Room 
Next Meeting: January 5, 2012 

• Steve Morgan - meeting date changed to January 12 

Activate Community Talents and Interventions For: Optimal Neighborhoods 
Task Force (ACTION) 

Members: Ron Carter, Chip Holloway, Ron Strand 
Meetings: 2nd Monday of odd numbered months at 4:00 p.m., Kerr

McGee Center 
Next Meeting: January 9,2012 

• Ron carter - Announced next meeting 
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Ridgecrest Area Convention and Visitors Bureau (RACVB) 
Members: Chip Holloway, Jason Patin 
Meetings: 1st Wednesday of the month, 8:00 a.m. 
Next meeting: January 4, 2012 and location to be announced 

• Chip Holloway - announced next meeting. 

OTHER COMMITTEES, BOARDS, OR COMMISSIONS 

• none 

CITY MANAGER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORTS 

• Kurt Wilson - thanked the staff for all they have endured over the past year. 
Planning for next year and looking forward to sharing with council. Next meeting 
hope to have a resolution to the redevelopment issue. 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 

• Ron Carter - wished everyone happy holidays. Thanked chip and Jason for the 
amount of time they spent researching the lobbyists. 

• Jason Patin - thank city staff for their work. A lot of things pushed thru and staff 
has accomplished a lot with limited staffing. Council has tasked staff with a lot 
this year and they have always come thru. Spoke on the necessity of a lobbyist. 
Reality is there is a lot of money in Washington going to other communities and 
this is a way to bring our tax dollars back to us. Thanked Mayor for mentioning 
the time spent on this project. This was the most intense project I have ever 
worked on, went to Washington and didn't get to play tourist, it was all business. 
We knew this would be a tight schedule and are committed to doing what is best 
for this community. Attended the optimist club function at the fire station for 
children and was really blessed to see the looks on the children's faces as they 
received gifts. Wife is expecting another baby around the 30th and expressed 
gratitude and love for wife. 

• Jerry Taylor - wish everyone merry Christmas and happy new year. Asked 
about the status of ARRA project for energy savings. 

o Kurt - on track 
o Jerry - asked that staff reach out to local businesses with regard to the 

ARRA project. Also assured that hesitation on the lobbyist is not negative 
just wants to do due diligence. 

• Steve Morgan - have no reservations to the concept of a lobbyist but did not 
have any information and had not researched this company. Because of the 
Brown Act could not discuss with any other council members, but will research 
the company and assume there is more information on this company that the city 
manager will now be able to provide to the entire council. Appreciate all the hard 
work by staff and council. Quoted Agnes Farrow on Christmas. As a council, 
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works hard in the hope that hard work and effort will give the best opportunity to 
succeed and hopefully promote harmony in the community. To City Manager 
and staff who put up with more stuff than any normal human being should have 
to put up, deal with issues, handle the emotional hits they take personally in 
doing their duty I appreciate them. Also wish the Christmas spirit would last 12 
months. Unfortunate that we are nice during thanksgiving and Christmas but 
then we forget. Quoted Helen Keller the only blind person at Christmas is he 
who has not Christmas in his heart. 

• Chip Holloway - in closing lobbyist discussion, letter to editor said spent $50,000 
in past but reality is $20,000 which netted cash benefit of over $300,000 and 
intangibles will continue. Related experience in retail business when customers 
didn't come into the store the store could not afford to advertise. That is the 
Chicken/Egg syndrome. Feel confident we made the right decision. Appreciate 
Jason for his work on this process and Kurt for working with us closely during the 
process. This is example of how Brown act halts progress in California and limits 
being able to have conversations among council members. Jason and Chip 
attended the Friends of Jawbone meeting. Jawbone has expanded and 
encouraged people to stop and visit. A new DRCEP plan that supersedes the 
WEMO plan which is an extension of the 20+ year process to simplify desert use. 
Thanked staff. Had the staff Christmas party that was funded entirely by staff. 
Every year there is a white elephant gift exchange and he won the coveted toilet 
seat award. Has signed it next to council member Morgan's name who had it last 
year. Lastly, explained upbringing in Louisiana and a company that started there 
and has now evolved into Zaps potato chips. Presented a bag for each council 
member. 

• Jason Patin - mentioned restaurant opening in Ridgecrest, Salvadorian food at 
the former Junk Food Junction at the Buggy Bath. 

• Ron Carter - thanked colleagues and merry Christmas to everyone. 

ADJOURNMENT at 7:41 pm 


