
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIL AND 

RIDGECREST REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
100 West California Avenue 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 

October 5,2011 
5:30 p.m. 

This meeting was recorded and will be on file in the Office of the City Clerk for a 
certain period of time from date of approval by City Council/Redevelopment 
Agency. Meetings are recorded solely for the purpose of preparation of minutes. 

Pursuant To California Government Code 54953 (B) (1) An Additional Call In Location 
Has Been Established For A Council Member Who Will Attend This Meeting Via 
Teleconference At 313 Joyce Ave Long Beach, MS 

CALL TO ORDER 5:35pm 

ROLL CALL 
PRESENT: 

ABSENT: 
STAFF: 

Vice Mayor Jerry D. Taylor; Council Member Steven P. Morgan and 
Council Member Jason Patin, Mayor Pro-Tem Marshall 'Chip' 
Holloway (via phone) 
Mayor Ronald H. Carter 
Kurt Wilson City Manager; Ricca Charlon Deputy City Clerk; Keith 
Lemieux, City Attorney (via phone) and other personnel 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion To Approve Agenda Made By Council Member Patin, Second By Council 
Member Morgan. Motion Carried By Voice Vote Of 3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain, 2 Absent 
(Mayor Carter, Mayor Pro-tem Holloway) 

PUBLIC COMMENT - CLOSED SESSION - None 

CLOSED SESSION - 5:30 p.m. 

GC54956.9 (A) 

GC54956.9 (A) 

Conference With Legal Counsel; Existing Litigation; City Of 
Ridgecrest v. Benz Sanitation, Inc. 

Conference With Legal Counsel; Existing Litigation, Benz 
Sanitation, Inc. v. City Of Ridgecrest 
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GC54956.8 

GC54956.8 

GC54957.6 

Real Property negotiations -located at Burns Ave. and S. 
Downs St., Real Property Quick Claim Deeds, Pacific 
Development, APN 509-030-27 & 19, 22, City Negotiators 
Kurt Wilson and James McRea 

Real Property Negotiations - Located at 1521 N. China Lake 
Blvd., APN 419-073-16, City Negotiators Kurt Wilson and 
James McRea 

Labor Negotiations - Mid-Management Group of Employees 
(MM); Confidential Group of Employees (CO); Management 
Group of Employees (MG) - Agency Negotiator City 
Manager Kurt Wilson 

REGULAR SESSION - 6:25 p.m. 
>- Pledge Of Allegiance 
>- Invocation 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS 
>- Closed Session 

o No reportable action 
>- Other 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
>- Dave Matthews - at 80 yrs old he has decided to run as a write in candidate 

for President. He stated that the country is going down the wrong road. 
Howard and Barbara Auld - Mamie st. - upset with the use of enterprise 
fund by the City. Money taken out of act of desperation and to cover short 
falls. How much is left in the fund? How does City account for funds? Does 
the City get interest? Many more questions stated. We have a lack of 
leadership and they (the Aulds) have spent their time, money and energy to 
get all involved. Congressman McCarthy wants to help and he wants/needs 
to hear from people as to what we need to become financially ready. 

>- Christina Witt - Gold Canyon - Kiwanis walk update. Thanked the City of 
Ridgecrest for the traffic control during the event. Will be asking for a fee 
waiver on the special event request for next year. 

PRESENTATIONS 

1. Government Finance Officer Association Award of Excellence Staheli 
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2. Public Safety Reorganization Strand 

~ AB109 Public Safety Realignment Act of 2011. Beginning Oct 1 non
non-non offenders will start to be release to the 58 counties of CA. 
25-30% of the burden will be shifted to County jails. This means in 
Kern County approximately 120 individuals per yr scheduled to 
County instead of state prison. The County has the ability to house 
them but is not designed for long term housing. According to the law 
county has to establish a community partnership with an executive 
committee. State gave county 14 million to fund the realignment with 
no guarantee of future funding. Challenge is how we are going to 
deal with felons with rehabilitation, supervision and incarceration. 
Chief has been meeting since July with committee to establish plan. 
Reality is we are looking at more non-non-non's scheduled to county 
jail and/or will do less time and this will be a revolving door system. 
How does this affect us here - currently we have no adult probation 
officer and have been promised one through AV109. Ridgecrest will 
be helping sheriffs. We will monitor and attend the community 
corrections partnership and try to get some rehabilitation services 
here in Ridgecrest since they are currently going to be established in 
Bakersfield. This is a significant shift of responsibilities and not 
enough money to do it right. 

Public Comment: 
~ Renee Westa-Lusk - How many currently in IWV? 

oStrand - Over 100 paroles and 150 on probation. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

3. Approve A Real Property Quitclaim Deed, Pacific Development. APN 509-
030-27) ("Parcel 27") And Exchange Of Parcels 19 & 22, A Correction 
Required From 2007 In The Recording Of Grant Deeds To The Prior Owners 

McRea 

4. Approve A Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of Ridgecrest 
Sustaining The Cordell Appeal Of SPR11·03, APN 067·040·06, As Granted 
September 07, 2011 McRea 

5. Approve A Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of Ridgecrest 
Entering Into A Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) With Penfield And 
Smith On College Heights Boulevard Phase II, Roadway Improvement 
Project And To Authorizing The City Manager To Sign The Document 

Speer 
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6. Approve A Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of Ridgecrest 
Authorizing The Expenditure Of Proposition 1 B Public Transportation 
Modernization. Improvement and Service Enhancement Account 
(PTMISEA) Funds For The Construction Of A Transit Transfer Station In 
Inyokern ($300,000) And A Bus Garage To Be Built At The City Corporation 
Yard ($830,000) Speer 

7. Approve A Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of Ridgecrest 
Approving Program Supplement Agreement No. 027-N To The 
Administering Agency-State (State California Department Of 
Transportation) Agreement No 09-5385R For The Design Of Traffic Signal 
Project At The Intersection Of South China Lake Boulevard And Upjohn 
Avenue And Authorizing The City Manager To Sign The Agreement Speer 

8. Approve A Resolution Adopting A Benefit And Salary Agreement Between 
The City Of Ridgecrest And The Confidential Group Of Employees Wilson 

9. Approve A Resolution Adopting A Benefit And Salary Agreement Between 
The City Of Ridgecrest And The Mid-Management Group Of Employees 

Wilson 

10.Approve A Resolution Announcing Proclamations Prepared For The Month 
Of October Ford 

11.Approve Minutes Of The Regular City Council/Redevelopment Agency 
Meeting Of August 17,2011 Ford 

Items pulled: 3; 8&9 pulled till future agenda 

Motion To Approve The Consent Calendar With Exception Of Items 3, 8, And 9 Was 
Made By Council Member Morgan, Second By Council Member Patin. Motion Carried 
By Roll Call Vote Of 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain, 1 Absent (Mayor Carter) 

Item 3 discussions: 
• Dave Matthews - wants clarification of parcel numbers and location. 

Motion To Approve The Consent Calendar Item 3 Was Made By Council Member 
Morgan, Second By Council Member Patin. Motion Carried By Roll Call Vote Of 4 Ayes, 
o Nays, 0 Abstain, 1 Absent (Mayor Carter) 
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ORDINANCES 

12.0rdinance 11-04, An Urgency Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City Of 
Ridgecrest Amending The Municipal Code With Regard To Solid Waste 
Curbside Pickup Lemieux 

~ Significant changes as residential curbside services are going from 
mandatory with opt-out to voluntary. Minor language changes for 
consistency. Eliminated provisions related to mandatory trash. 
At first reading the commencement date of the contract was revised 
to Jan 1, 2012 and since this ordinance was set up as an urgency 
ordinance and does not need to be, it seems that the wording of 
urgency could be removed from the ordinance per Mr. Lemieux. He 
suggested the following: Remove word urgency from title; Section 7 
strike out; section 8 would become section 7; Page 2, paragraph Ie' 
six lines down, should be 'in the best interest..." 

Motion To Waive Reading In Full and Adopt by Title only Ordinance 11-04 As Amended 
Made By Council Member Morgan, Second By Council Member Patin. Motion Carried 
By Roll Call Vote Of 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain, 1 Absent (Mayor Carter) 

Motion To Adopt By Title Ordinance 11-04 As Amended Made By Council Member 
Morgan, Second By Council Member Patin. Motion Carried By Roll Call Vote Of 4 Ayes, 
o Nays, 0 Abstain, 1 Absent (Mayor Carter) 

13. Ordinance 11-05, An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City Of 
Ridgecrest Authorizing The City Manager To Execute An Agreement To 
Grant A Franchise For Solid Waste Hauling Services To Waste Management 
Of California, Inc Lemieux 

~ First reading already readlapproved, then need to get signed copy of 
contract which we have present tonight. Per Municipal Code once we 
have second read we have binding contract with the franchise. 

~ Re: fees - whether franchise fee amount was appropriate as related 
to the cost of the franchise. Does the money have to be segregated? 
No it does not have a requirement unless council requests it. It can 
be put in general fund just as rental fees would be. 
As a legal matter can we impose a fee - yes we certainly can. 'fee' is 
not necessarily a fee as most would think ... maybe think of as a 
rental fee for using our roads. How much can we charge? Fair market 
value is far. What is fair market value and how do we get it? 
Franchise fee and administrative fee are just terms of contract and 
they accepted. 
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Public comment: 
~ Christina Witt - under C3 proposed diversion rate was 13.6%. 

Where did those numbers come from? Does Cal Recycle agree 
with those numbers? 

o Diversion rate on WM schedule is calculated differently 
than the states reporting rates. 

~ Dave Matthews - regarding franchise fees suggests some be 
set aside for street maintenance. 

~ Jim Rachel's - waste management has come in and doing a 
good job. He has heard no complaints. Capitalism in action but 
he is having a hard time with 13.6 diversion rate due to bi
weekly recycle pick up. 

~ Renee Westa-Lusk - (gave hand out to Council with multiple 
questions/concerns) She feels like we are rushing. 

~ Emanuel Farmer - did Benz get an offer for free offer building 
or property? No they did not. 

o Morgan - When Jan 2012 contract goes into effect WM 
will have those costs. The emergency of the ordinance 
was why the situation is what it is. 

Council Comments: 
~ Patin - The process is unfortunate how we got here for Benz 

and its employees. We did have a bid process, we selected a 
hauler. We went through the process properly. 

Motion To Waive Reading In Full and Adopt by Title only Ordinance 11-05 By Vice 
Mayor Taylor, Second By Council Member Patin. Motion Carried By Roll Call Vote Of 4 
Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain, 1 Absent (Mayor Carter) 

Motion To Adopt By Title Ordinance 11-05 Made By Council Member Morgan, Second 
By Council Member Patin. Motion Carried By Roll Call Vote Of 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 
Abstain, 1 Absent (Mayor Carter) 

DISCUSSION AND OTHER ACTION ITEMS 

14. Discussion Of Creating Prioritized Infrastructure Projects Eligible For 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act CARRA) Stimulus Funding 

Taylor 
~ Taylor - Reported that we needed to give our due diligence to this 

topic. Do projects have to be shovel ready for the project? Wants to 
have on Congressman McCarthy desks a list in case the funds come 
through. 

~ Speer - top of list are part of 5 yr plan and PMS study. 
~ Wilson- no clear direction from conference calls as to whether has to 

be shovel ready but ability to move forward and spend rather quickly 
is appropriate. 
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~ Speer - We have some shovel ready: Downs St., Sunland, & 
Drummond Ave. 

~ If non shovel ready projects are allowed under ARRA than Morgan 
agrees with Taylor that the pilot channel and/or full master plan 
should be top of the list and best for the community as a whole. In 
addition to the pilot channel a good storm drain project (not shovel 
ready) is from Downs St., to Ridgecrest Blvd., turn on Balsam, down 
French to McDonalds. Potential projects also include sewer. 

~ Council recommends taking to infrastructure and bringing a list back 
to Council 

~ Wilson went over list as agreed (not in priority order): PMS; sewer 
lines; pilot channel and/or drainage system; Balsam-French St. 
channel. 

Public comment 
Howard Auld - go for it. 

15.Discussion Of Moving Forward To Contract A Lobbyist To Represent The 
City Of Ridgecrest Interests And Needs For Federal Funding Taylor 

~ Taylor - Without RDA money this will be difficult to consider. Wants 
to bring to front of mind for Council and public. We do not have a 
clear direction at this time. 

~ Patin - can we got a clear definition of if RDA money comes back 
can we use that money to hire a lobbyist. 

o Wilson - Provisional yes for use of RDA monies. Those dollars 
and the vision of the lobbyist would have to be compatible to 
the mission of the RDA. 

~ Taylor - if stars align we need to have a plan of action. Discussions 
need to happen and a direction set. 

~ Holloway - Shares frustration of ownership. Feels we should not 
abandon the idea. 

~ Morgan - for a lobbyist. Knows that the community has had some 
interest in the funding. Knows the naval base will quietly be 
appreciative if the City steps up and boasts the base. 

Public comment: 
~ Renee Westa-Lusk - sent a letter to council with article. She is in support 

of lobbyist. Can 01 or News Review do a survey as to what community 
thinks of lobbyist. 

~ Dru Hawkins - in support of lobbyist on behalf of RC board of realtors. 
They are here to back Council up. 

~ Carol Vaughn - We don't know how to make a plan and what is available. 
The lobbyist can get us in that direction. In support of this. 

~ Jim Suver - He and the Hospital supports the idea. 
~ Barbara Auld - thankful for the topic coming up. Feels the community is in 

full support as is she. 
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~ Jim David - represents hospitality industry. In support of idea. 
Council-
Taylor - need to find focus and a buy in from the community. Let's 
have a meeting with Mr. Gleason and others and try and move this 
through and get together a plan. We have a bill with the sewer fund 
that starts next year for 13K why not start putting that money 
towards the lobbyist now??? He doesn't know where the money will 
come from ... this is just a thought. .. he is challenging the council to 
come up with the hard decision now and move forward with the 
lobbyist. RDA monies would limit the lobbyist and that might not be 
the best way to proceed. 
Patin - concerned with the idea of having a 26K bill when we start 
repaying the wastewater ... a 6 month plan is not good enough ... this 
needs to be a 2 yr plan. He does not see how we can do this out of 
the general fund. If we can't use RDA monies he does not see how 
we can do this. 
Holloway - this idea has not died. We need to find some matching 
funds, make this happen. 
Council gives direction to send this to CDC as a discussion item (no 
action) on tomorrow's agenda. 

16. Discussion Of Proposals Received For Grant Administrative Services And 
Recommendation For Selection Of A Firm To Contract For Grant 
Administrative Services Wilson 

Staff report by Mr. Wilson. Staff is looking for direction from 
Council... not approving a contract... but permission to start the 
agreement process. California Consulting is being presented by the 
ad-hoc committee as the firm of choice. 
Taylor - significant concern about what this is costing City? Is the 
General fund going to be affected? We need to go over grants and go 
over the administrative fee costs. What grants have we gone after 
and plan to go after and being certain that this contract does not 
have any loop holes. 
Holloway - $3000.00 a month cost is what this would cost with minor 
after costs (i.e. mailing, etc. $30-$50/mth) 

~ Morgan recommends we allow the staff to proceed with a contract 
and bring it forward to the Council. All Council Members agree. 
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17.Discussion Of Proposals Received For Human Resources Administration 
Services and Recommendation For Selection Of A Firm To Contract For 
Human Resources Administration Services Wilson 

~ Staff report by Mr. Wilson. Staff is looking for direction from 
Council... not approving a contract... but permission to start the 
agreement process. Employee Resources (ER) is being presented by 
the ad-hoc committee as the firm of choice. 

~ Holloway - spoke about reasons why the committee chose ER. He 
believes that ER is the best of the three (with some hesitation). 

~ Patin - concerned with Mr. Holloway's non level of comfort with ER. 
~ Morgan - likes that ER has experience with PERS. Comfortable with 

the fact that Rachel Ford has given the specifics to ER and she is in 
approval of using ER (per Mr. Wilson speaking on her behalf). 

~ Morgan recommends we allow the staff to proceed with a contract 
and bring it forward to the Council. Patin & Holloway agree with 
moving forward; Taylor abstains. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
~ Dave Matthews - wanted clarification as to why we are discussing this. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
~ Barbara Auld - happy about what has happened at tonight meeting. 

DEPARTMENT AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Infrastructure Committee 
Members: Steve Morgan, Jerry Taylor, Craig Porter, James Sanders 
Meeting: 2nd Wednesday of the month at 5:00 p.m., Council 

Conference Room 
Next Meeting: Changed ***Monday October 17,2011 
Pilot channel, approved street light on china lake blvd. 

Quality of Life 
Members: 
Meetings: 

Chip Holloway, Jason Patin, Craig Porter, Carter Pope 
1st Thursday of every even month at 12:00 p.m.; Kerr-McGee 
Center 

Next Meeting: November 9, 2011@5pm 
Discuss Parks specific plans which will be put together in the master plan. 

City Organization 
Members: 
Meeting: 

Ron Carter, Jerry Taylor, Lois Beres, Christopher LeCornu 
3rd Tuesday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Council Conference 
Room 

Next meeting: October 18, 2011 
Not met. 
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Community Development Committee 
Members: Steve Morgan, Jason Patin, Christopher LeCornu, James 

Sanders 
Meetings: 1st Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m.; Council Conference 

Room 
Next Meeting: October 6,2011 
Branding discussed for OTAP and Citywide, Retail sector RFP 

Activate Community Talents and Interventions For Optimal Neighborhoods 
Task Force (ACTION) 

Members: Ron Carter, Chip Holloway, Ron Strand 
Meetings: 2nd Monday of odd numbered months at 6:00 p.m., Kerr

McGee Center 
Next Meeting: October 10, 2011 

Ridgecrest Area Convention and Visitors Bureau (RACVB) 
Members: Chip Holloway, Jason Patin 
Meetings: 1st Wednesday of the month, 8:00 a.m. 
Next meeting: November 2, 2011 and location to be announced 

OTHER COMMITTEES, BOARDS, OR COMMISSIONS 
Kern Cog 
Morgan - taken off the bad list for the ARRA funds. We have submitted all paperwork to staff. 
Speer - this is backfill money for the projects (bus station & ). This will not require the selling of 
any additional bonds. The bus will however require selling of bonds. 

Digital 395 
Taylor - working great strides. 

CITY MANAGER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORTS 
1. Bills in limbo answer will be this week 
2. Workshop discussions have not happened the last couple weeks. Would like to have the 

meeting on Nov. 7th. 
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 
~ Patin - congratulations to Kiwanis. Missed relay for life and hoped they were successful. 

Harris Brokke is a machine ... the last wildflower event was awesome. Keep up the good 
work. Wants public to understand why WM is in matrix building ... it was due to an urgent 
need. They will be moving and paying like everyone else when contract choice is made. 
League of CA city conference council attend ... great meeting and lots of contacts. 

~ Morgan - League of CA conference update ... attended mostly economic development 
classes. Online sales have increased and store fronts are disappearing. Talked to lots 
companies ... asked Mr. Speer to add to infrastructure committee Southwest Water 
Company. Confident that we will be able to come to agreement as a community with 
how we get lobbyist... but we have to wide a view of how and what the lobbyist will do. 
Several have personal agendas on what the lobbyist will do and what that might affect 
how we move forward. Holidays are coming and he would like community to pay 
attention to how they act and bottle it and do it year round. 

~ Taylor - league of Ca- concentrated a lot on revenue generation and economic 
development. Eye Count (same as Mind mixer). Wants to ask staff to be more diligent on 
getting documents to council in a timely manner. 

ADJOURNMENT 10:00pm 


