
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIL 

City Council Chambers 
100 West California Avenue 
Ridgecrest, California 93555 

August 7, 2013 
6:00 pm 

This meeting was recorded and will be on file in the Office of the City Clerk for a 
certain period of time from date of approval by City Council. Meetings are 
recorded for the purpose of preparation of minutes. 

CALL TO ORDER - 6:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Council Present: 

Staff Present: 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Daniel O. Clark; Mayor Pro-Tem Jason Patin; Vice
Mayor Marshall 'Chip' Holloway; Council Members James 
Sanders and Lori Acton 

City Manager Dennis Speer; City Clerk Rachel J. Ford; City; 
City Attorney Michael Silander and other staff 

Motion To Move Public Comment On The Agenda To Occur After Presentations Made 
By Council Member Patin, Second By Council Member Acton. Motion Carried By Roll 
Call Vote Of 5 Ayes; 0 Noes; 0 Abstain; 0 Absent. 

REGULAR SESSION - 6:00 p.m. 
~ Pledge Of Allegiance 
~ Invocation - Pastor Ralph Mueller 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 
~ No report 
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PRESENTATIONS 

1. Presentation of Proclamations and Certificates 
a. Col. Aaron Hakimi Presented An Award For Support Of National Guard 

Service Members To Vice Mayor Holloway Col. Hakimi 
b. Certificate of Appreciation to Jim Ponek Clark 
c. Proclamation Honoring Eagle Scout Gregory Ostrom II Holloway 
d. Proclamation Honoring Ridgecrest Citizen Dr. Katherine Ferguson 

Patin 
e. Proclamation Honoring Ridgecrest Citizen Dr. William Ferguson Patin 

Council presented a certificate of appreciation to Jim Ponek and proclamations honoring 
Gregory Ostrom II, Dr. Katherine Ferguson, and Dr. William Ferguson 

PUBLIC COMMENT opened at 6:28 p.m. 

Deborah Hess 
• Regional manager of SCE and happy to be back in Ridgecrest 

Nick Coy 
• Spoke on the Veteran's Advisory Committee 
• Invited Council to attend fundraiser at Tommy 'T's Friday at 5:00pm in support of 

the veteran's stand-down. 
• Band performance at 6:00pm - midnight and steak cookout with percentage of 

sales going to the veteran's stand-down 
• Provided flyers to Council 

Dave Matthews 
• Congratulated Chip Holloway for department of defense award 
• Extended well wishes to Jim Ponek 
• Expressed praise for Gregory Ostrem's achievements 
• Mentioned city of Ridgecrest 50th anniversary and has been resident for 45 of 

those years. 
• Spoke on 2014 bi-centennial anniversary of Lindsey military academy in Virginia. 
• Spoke on history in the United States in the past 200 years. 

Paul Venderwerf 
• Spoke on august 1984 flood and small reminder recently 
• Expressed concern of the streets due to flood damage including mud and dirt. 
• Working with landscaping consulting and referenced general plan water 

conservation practices. 
• Spoke on fertilizer being spread on the ball parks and potential for burning the 

grass at this time of year 
• Spoke on youth football and the burned concession stand 
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Paul Vanderwerf (continued) 

• Commented on watering times and runoff. 
• Made comment about not following general plan in relation to water conservation 
• Referenced discussions with football association and other organizations not 

knowing what was happening with Leroy Jackson Park. 

Mike Neel 
• Spoke on lawsuit between City of Ridgecrest and Dale Howard 
• Read statistics related to the lawsuit history and purpose 
• Read article from Jones & Mayer (city attorney) website 
• Mentioned public record request for attorney expenditures 
• Accused City of making Mr. Howard and wife homeless and penniless 
• Expressed opinion of God expecting righteous judgment of leaders. 

Public comment closed at 6:47 p.m. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

2. Approval Of Draft Minutes Of The Regular Council Meeting Dated July 17. 
2013 Ford 

Motion To Approve Consent Calendar Made By Council Member Patin, Second By 
Council Member Sanders. Motion Carried By Voice Vote Of Ayes; 5 Noes; 0 Abstain; 
Absent. 

DISCUSSION AND OTHER ACTION ITEMS 

3. Adopt A Resolution Of A Recommendation From The Planning 
Commission To Defer Site Plan Review 05-10 Modification (Ridgecrest Self 
Storage) Conditions 1.a.i And 1.a.ii Until Phase 3 Is Implemented 

Alexander 

Matthew Alexander 
• Presented staff report 
• PowerPoint presentation of modification request from Ridgecrest Self-Storage 

Jason Patin 
• Asked about a desire of property owner to eliminate the requirement 

o Matthew - has not been discussed with owner, staff feels worthwhile to 
eliminate the zoning requirement in industrial areas. 

• Ok moving forward with idea to look at the code and possibly eliminate the 
requirement in the industrial area 

• Asked about ADA issues without a sidewalk 
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Chip Holloway 
• Without the sidewalk do not have to make changes to the driveway. 
• Would rather see landscaping instead of sidewalk that goes nowhere. 
• Requested the code be amended in the near future. 

Jim Sanders 
• Agrees with comments made. 

Lori Acton 
• Sub-committee already working on the code changes 
• Looking for a priority list in near future 
• No problem with approving this. 
• Asked if council can eliminate the provision or has to defer until code is change 

Dan Clark 
• Concur with council and support exploration of amending 25+ codes which are 

stumbling block to development 
• Encouraged staff to follow thru with amending codes. 

Jason Patin 
• Asked if codes have been identified that council can make changes to and how 

will staff proceed. 
o Matthew Alexander - City Engineer and staff will review most 

controversial code issues and work with local office to ensure the changes 
can be made prior to proceeding. 

Public Comment 

Dave Matthews 
• In this case has no problem with deferring sidewalk requirement by has issue 

with other areas. 
• Would not recommend taking requirement completely out of the code. 

o Jim Sanders - reference of amending code was in industrial areas only. 
o Lori Acton - industrial has parking lots 
o Jason Patin - can soften the code and give staff leeway 

Motion To Approve A Resolution Authorizing To Defer Site Plan Review 05-10 
Modification Made By Council Member Acton, Second By Council Member Sanders. 
Motion Carried By Voice Vote Of 5 Ayes; 0 Noes; 0 Abstain; 0 Absent. 
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4. Adopt A Resolution Of A Recommendation From The Planning 
Commission To Defer Site Plan Review 76-16 Modification (Southern 
California Edison) Conditions 1.a.i And 1.a.ii Until Receipt Of Approval 
From The PUC Alexander 

Matthew Alexander 
• Presented staff report 
• PowerPoint presentation reviewing modification requested by southern California 

Edison 

Richard Smith 
• Available to answer questions 

Chip Holloway 
• Asked if requirement would exist if Ridgecrest were charter city rather than 

general law 

Richard Smith 
• Requirement is present any time a dedication of land to public. 
• Have to request permission of PUC anytime unless purchase of new property. 

No member of the public presented questions or comments 

Motion To Approve A Resolution Authorizing To Defer Site Plan Review 76-16 
Modification Made By Council Member Acton, Second By Council Member Patin. 
Motion Carried By Voice Vote Of 5 Ayes; 0 Noes; 0 Abstain; 0 Absent. 

5. Discussion And Approval Of Additional Committee Members From 
Planning Commission Speer 

Dennis Speer 
• Presented staff report 

Jason Patin 
• Discussed and suggested members of the public set appointments with staff. 
• Not opposed to amending the code. 

Dan Clark 
• Spoke on the current skeleton staff and discussions during the election of 

eliminating planning commissioners from committees 
• Idea is to prevent staff from having to deal with so much minutia when meeting 

become platforms for other discussion rather than city business 
• Referenced previous opinion that code did not require planning commissioners 

on the committees 
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Dan Clark (continued) 

• Feels the planning commissioners do not need to be on the committee as voting 
members but are welcome to attend 

• Recommends re-writing the ordinance and does not support as written. 

Chip Holloway 
• All committees are established by resolution, have discussed on multiple 

occasions of eliminating committees 
• Staff are at bare bones and committees can take up several staff members time 
• Attendance at committees is similar to council attendance. 
• Suggested eliminating committees completely 
• Persons who attend committees could accomplish same thing by scheduling 

meetings with staff members. 
• In favor of eliminating committees, have not found one other city that has 

committees. 
• Spoke on transparency and feel council meetings satisfy the transparency issue. 
• Flexibility of council and suggested ad hoc committees for specific projects as 

they arise. 
• Unfair to fellow council when questioned by public about items that are discussed 

in committees and not all council sit on every committee 
• Eliminating committees will help staff who spend hours preparing agendas, 

perform research for individuals, and other requirements of supporting a 
committee. 

• Suggested changing code to eliminate committees completely. 

Dan Clark 
• Recommend not eliminating the ACTION committee because of AB109 and the 

need to communicate between city, schools and police. 

Chip Holloway 
• Referenced ad hoc committee purpose and suggested bringing that committee 

back as an ad hoc 

Lori Acton 
• Supported the suggestion of eliminating committees and opening discussions to 

full council. 

Jim Sanders 
• In favor of either keeping with planning commission or eliminating completely 
• Asked Dennis Speer about the staff time 

o Dennis Speer - staff does consume a considerable amount of time 
preparing for committee meetings. 
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Jim Sanders (continued) 

• Asked about the items coming before council 
o Dan Clark - specific items would be vetted thru a 2 council member and 

staff ad hoc on an as needed basis. 
• Concerned with finding an efficient way of updating council perhaps with monthly 

reports. 

Chip Holloway 
• Referenced the monthly report that departments put out a few years ago with 

brief updates. 
• If an item comes to council and cannot get to a reasonable decision at council, 

then item could be taken to an ad hoc committee to be researched and brought 
back to council. 

Jason Patin 
• Agrees with the staff time required to produce committee agendas and packets. 
• In favor of eliminating committees. 
• Committee attendance is typically 3-5 people and most of the time the 

information never makes it to the public, by discussing items at council will reach 
a broader base of public. 

Public Comment 

Dave Matthews 
• Originally thought this item was to appoint planning commission because as 

standing now then committees are not set the way the ordinance reads. 
• Either appoint two more members or change the code 
• Staff time can't be too high because not many meetings being held. 
• If committees are eliminated then need to bring back the staff reports because 

information is not being put in the newspaper or website 
• There was a time when had both committee meetings and staff reports which is 

transparency. 
• Against changing it. 
• Need to change if not putting commissioners on it, need at least 3 people to 

break the tie. 
• Originally objected to a 2 man committee. 

Paul Vanderwerf 
• Identification of dysfunction of process 
• Commented on Mr. Speer best practices for strategic plan, would like a copy. 
• Commented on general plan input but not moving forward 
• Suggested needing more public involvement rather than less 
• Spoke on sportsmanship standard 
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Paul Vanderwerf (continued) 

• Spoke on concussion management and asked quality of life committee to review 
a year ago but no action has been taken. 

• Spoke on measure 'I' committee requesting staff time and assistance. 
• Volunteered to work on committee's 
• Commented on general plan section 7 
• Spoke on elimination of parks director position and compared committees and 

need to evaluate leadership skills 
• Leaders don't want to participate with committees because they are not being run 

effectively 
• Advocate more community involvement rather than less 

Dave Matthews 
• Commented on Chip's statement of public meeting with staff but no minutes are 

taken at meetings like these and nothing to refer to later. 

Public comment ended at 7:34pm 

Lori Acton 
• Listening to public comments and it is not just staff time. 
• Referenced the time and effort staff expends preparing reports that are never 

heard by the public 
• Council meeting is televised and recorded 
• Need the regular reports brought to council 
• Does not make sense to schedule meetings that the same 4 people show up and 

the information is reviewed again at council 

Jim Sanders 
• Requested monthly update at council meetings open for discussion by council 

members and public 

Jason Patin 
• Requested concerns of Mayor Clark regarding committees 

o Dan Clark 
• Items being held up by planning commissioners and public 
• Meetings being called when nothing to discuss 
• Amount of staff time required 

Motion Made By Council Member Holloway To Direct Staff To Move Forward With Code 
Revision Eliminating Standing Committees And Providing Flexible Language For 
Expediting Establishment Of Ad Hoc Committees As Needed. Motion Seconded By 
Council Member Acton. Motion Carried By Voice Vote Of 5 Ayes; 0 Noes; 0 Abstain; 
And 0 Absent. 
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6. Adopt A Resolution To Approve The Revised Rate Request For Solid Waste 
Services And Adjust The Contract Management Fee 8y2.S% For FY 13/14 

Speer 

Dennis Speer 
• Presented staff report 

Dan Clark 
• Originally did not support because of sequestration and furloughs, recent 

increases to sewer fees. 
• Suggested requesting Waste Management postpone for six months 

Lori Acton 
• Initially opposed but after reading again the amount is 2.5% which is cost of living 
• Recent discussions because of not raising sewer rates for 20 years and do not 

want that to be repeated later. 
• Costs have gone up and waste management is still considerably less than 

previous carrier 
• Feel the responsible thing for council to do is not postpone like the wastewater 

fees and later have to charge more. 
• If for some reason they asked an outrageous amount then would oppose but the 

cost of living increase is reasonable. 

Jim Sanders 
• Was originally against but do not feel we can put this off because we would be 

violating the contract if we postpone. 
• Can question the report but do not feel we have a choice 

Michael Silander 
• Contract was approved in 2011 by previous council, just did not know the 

amount. 
• Council can question the number but cannot postpone without breach of contract. 

Chip Holloway 
• Tend to over react. 
• Was pinged on Saturday by a commercial customer 
• Concern was the cumulative effect on mentality of community because of 

furloughs and recent wastewater increases 
• Recent news of furloughs being eliminated in September eased fears. 
• Other than one call on Saturday, have not received any other calls. 
• Commented on committee that reviewed formula to establish the rate and council 

voted to approve the contract 
• It would take 20 years to reach the rate we were at 2 years ago 
• Analysis is independent and based on national standards 
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Chip Holloway (continued) 

• Largest increase is on commercial and a result of increased cost to county for 
dumping fees 

• Unethical to turn our nose up at a contractor that has done everything they can to 
transition Ridgecrest and service us. 

• Will affect other contractors from wanting to do business with us. 

Jason Patin 
• Agree with everything said 
• Waste management did everything they could to make the transition seamless 
• No problem with 2.5% and is justifiable 
• Never want to have another council face raising fees 300% 

Lori Acton 
• Has heard nothing about this subject from the public 

Public Comment 

Dave Matthews 
• Application was put forward in April and heard nothing about it until published in 

agenda. 
• Residential is a small increase but commercial rates are large 
• Commercial pass increases to the public 
• Did not read anything about this prior to agenda 

o Chip Holloway - first notification was in the bill in June and waste 
management will put another notification in the monthly newsletter 

o Sandra Pursley - showed copy of notice to council and Mr. Matthews. 
Notice was in the paper one week ago and also in the June invoice. Next 
invoice which will reflect a $1.18 increase for the quarter. Effective date 
will be October and another newsletter will be included. Will also add to 
their website. 

• Asked if everyone was on the same billing cycle. 
o Sandra Pursley - depends on when someone signed up but goal is to 

keep everyone on the same cycle. 

Public Comment Closed 

Motion To Approve Resolution Authorizing The Revised Rate Request For Solid Waste 
Services And Adjusting The Contract Management Fee By 2.5% For Fiscal Year 2013-
2014 Made By Council Member Patin, Second By Council Member Holloway. Motion 
Carried By Voice Vote Of 5 Ayes; 0 Noes; 0 Abstain; 0 Absent. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

City Organization 
Members: Dan Clark, Jim Sanders 
Meeting: 3rd Tuesday Of The Month At 5:00 P.M.; Council Conference 

Room 
Next Meeting: August 20, 2013 

Jim Sanders - no report 

Community Development Committee 
Members: Jason Patin, Chip Holloway 
Meetings: 1st Thursday Of The Month At 5:00 P.M.; Council Conference 

Room 
Next Meeting: August 8, 2013 

Jason Patin - no report 

Infrastructure Committee 
Members: Dan Clark, Jason Patin 
Meeting: 2nd Wednesday Of The Month At 5:00 P.M., Council Conference 

Room 
Next Meeting: September 5,2013 

Jason Patin - no report 

Quality Of Life 
Members: Chip Holloway, Lori Acton 
Meeting: 2nd Thursday Of The Month At 5:00 P.M.; Kerr-McGee Center 
Next Meeting: August 8, 2013 (Dark in June, July, December, and January) 

Chip Holloway - Meeting cancelled . 

Activate Community Talents And Interventions For Optimal Neighborhoods Task 
Force (ACTION) 

Members: Jim Sanders, Jason Patin 
Meetings: 3rd Tuesday of the Month at 4:00 P.M., Kerr-McGee Center 
Next Meeting: August 20, 2013 

Chip Holloway - no meeting, did have workshop with USA Swim 
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Veterans Advisory Committee 

Dan Clark 

Members: Jason Patin, Dan Clark 
Meetings: 1st and 3rd Monday of the Month At 6:00 p.m., Council Conference 

Room 
Next Meeting: August 19, 2013 

o Information and fund raiser booth at Wal-Mart providing information on stand down, sold 
tickets to state dinner, received donations. 

o Announced next fundraiser 

Ridgecrest Area Convention And Visitors Bureau (RACVB) 
Members: Jason Patin, Chip Holloway 
Meetings: 1st Wednesday Of The Month, 8;00 A.M. 
Next Meeting: September 4, 2013 at location to be announced 

Chip Holloway - read director's report (Copy Available In City Clerk's Office) 

Lori Acton - asked about fundraising and plans for billboards, also signs leading into 
Ridgecrest. 

o Doug Lueck - gave progress report 

OTHER COMMITTEES, BOARDS, OR COMMISSIONS 

• None 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

Dennis Speer 
• No report 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Lori Acton 
• Sorry Mr. Ponek is leaving, he did a lot for the community and happy he and the 

family are happy with where they are going. 
• Commented on immediate clean up after the flooding to remove mud and debris. 

Thanked staff for their quick response 
• School starting, encourage public to be aware of school zones 
• Commented on the meteor shower Monday night 
• Website will be adding a new section called council corner with presentations of 

the processes for various projects council is working on such as roads. 
• Asked to speak with council about their individual projects to be added to the 

website. 
• Have a great two weeks and enjoy the kids going back to school 
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Jim Sanders 
• Excited about furloughs ending which will be a good thing for this community. 
• Furloughs affect small business owners 
• Grateful to see congress member McCarthy add a bill to exempt china lake from 

future furloughs 
• Wish Jim Ponek well in his new venture, he will be missed. 

Chip Holloway 
• Worked with Mr. Ponek for 13 years, he is a class individual. He did not want to 

leave this community but was forced out of the community and some of the 
gutless, spineless people to did this did not even have the courage to attend this 
meeting 

• One of the reasons he had to leave was his wife and 3 daughters were 
embarrassed and when members of the public attack the council they don't pay 
attention to how it affects that person's family. 

• Some people wanted him gone for personal vendettas that had nothing to do with 
performance. He has done an exceptional job with what this council asked of 
him 

• A lot of people who are criticized in this community leave and thrive somewhere 
else. All the geniuses who come here and criticize performance not willing to 
look at why people thrive elsewhere 

• RACVB item to be brought to channel 6, will process thru IT 
• Spoke on penalties from a sister city that has large TOT and tourism tax that 

supports an 18 million budget. 
• RACVB will be working on a strategic effort to improve our TOT. 
• Attended private meeting with McCarthy along with other agencies who were 

asked to give him a snapshot of issues in their area. Referenced statistics of 
TOT contribution to City general fund and the effects of sequestration 

• Read a portion of report provided to McCarthy. 

Jason Patin 
• Agree with comments regarding Jim Ponek 
• He did the best job he could with the resources council gave him 
• Mr. Speer will move forward and parks will be good again 
• Working to improve community development 
• Hopefully can resolve issues with state and get TAB funds 
• Have to find ways to take care of issues as a community. 
• County is not going to offer resources, council is dedicated to moving forward 

despite circumstances 
• Mr. Speer and Mrs. McQuiston were put in a tight position with trying to create 

the current budget but think we are moving forward and glad to be a part of it. 
• Thanked son for attending the meeting. 
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Dan Clark 
• Thanked fellow council members, all doing a good job 
• November 1-3 is 50th celebration of incor~oration and schedule of events are 

being published and base is celebrating 70t anniversary 
• November 6-8, 2014 putting together a petroglyph festival. 
• Spoke on email of mayors supporting illegal gun control, after researching found 

this group has duped many mayors because their agenda is going against any 
person who does not support a bill they support. Will be sending in my 
resignation. Thanked Jim Sanders for information on this organization. 

o Jim Sanders - organization is very deceitful and thanked mayor for 
integrity to resign after receiving the facts. 

o Lori Acton - will put information on the city's Facebook page. 
• Spoke on recent trip to Europe and exchange with Burg Meister of Milltonburg 

Germany and related story of ringing the town church bells during a neo-Nazi 
rally. 

• Received a letter from Burg Meister Beiber and will continue to correspond. 

ADJOURNMENT at 8:40pm 


