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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
RIDGECREST CITY SUCCESSOR AGENCY, 

FINANCING AUTHORITY, AND HOUSING AUTHORITY 

City Council Chambers 
100 West California Avenue 
Ridgecrest, California 93555 

April 2, 2014 
5:30 p.m. 

This meeting was recorded and will be on file in the Office of the City Clerk for a 
certain period of time from date of approval by City Council/Redevelopment 
Agency. Meetings are recorded solely for the purpose of preparation of minutes. 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL 

Council Present: Mayor Dan Clark; Vice Mayor Marshall 'Chip' Holloway, Council 
Members Jim Sander; Lori Acton, and Steven Morgan 

Council Absent: None 

Staff Present: City Manager Dennis Speer; City Clerk Rachel J. Ford; City 
Attorney Michael Silander; and other staff 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

1. Pulled Item No. 7 

2. Added Presentation of Employee of the Month Award 

3. Per a request from public speaker Carol Vaughn, Item No. 7, Minutes of the 
Ridgecrest City Council Meeting dated May 19, 2014, page 8, Public Comment of 
Ms. Vaughn Line 1 to read 'reluctant' rather than 'negligent'. 

Motion To Approve Agenda As Amended Made By Council Member Morgan, Second 
By Council Member Acton. Motion Carried By Roll Call Vote Of 4 Ayes (Mayor Clark, 
Council Members, Sanders, Acton, And Morgan); 0 Noes; 0 Abstain; And 1 Absent 
(Council Member Holloway) 

PUBLIC COMMENT - CLOSED SESSION 

• None presented 
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Council Member Holloway arrived prior to Closed Session. 

CLOSED SESSION 

GC54956.8 Local Agency Real Property Negotiations - Negotiation For 
Purchase - APN 067-050-15 Located At 602 West Ridgecrest Blvd. 
- Agency Negotiator Loren Culp, City Engineer And Gary Parsons, 
Economic Development Program Manager 

REGULAR SESSION - 6:00 p.m. 
~ Pledge Of Allegiance 
~ Invocation 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 
~ Closed Session 

o GC54956.8 Local Agency Real Property Negotiations - Negotiation For 
Purchase - APN 067-050-15 Located At 602 West Ridgecrest Blvd. -
Agency Negotiator Loren Culp, City Engineer And Gary Parsons, 
Economic Development Program Manager - received report, direction 
given to staff 

~ Other 
o None 

PUBLIC COMMENT opened at 6:08 p.m. 

Dave Matthews 
• Asked about new parks and recreation director and when announcement will be 

made. 
• Spoke on attending the strategic plan workshop on April 1, 2014. Commented 

on senior needs only receiving 2 stickers and admonished council that audience 
was biased. Suggested weighing these results with the online survey. 

• Commented on flaws in the survey which does not allow voting against 
suggested goals. 

• Two main goals suggested are creation of jobs and economic development in the 
form of manufacturing and to protect citizens with bill of rights in mind then 
everything else will fall into place. 

o Dennis Speer - responded to question on the recreation supervisor. 
Interviewed 7 candidates and the highest ranking individual has received 
an offer. Once acceptance is received then City will present 
announcement 

o Steve Morgan - Responded to suggestions regarding the survey. Every 
response will be weighted together from all methods of collecting data. 
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Jerry Taylor 
• Commented in agreement with Mr. Morgan's statements of compiling all 

information from each avenue of collecting the data 
• Reminder looking for answer on impact fee expiration 
• Spoke on utility rebate expiration coming related to solar facility and reminded 

the budget coming up will need to project for the reduction 

Speaker 
• Life-Flight representative spoke on services offered by the corporation 
• Provided contact information. 

Randy Crane 
• Spoke at the request of Mayor Clark on the dust in Inyokern due to the Pistachio 

Orchards 
• Displayed photos taken on Wednesday, March 26, 2014 
• Spoke on the effects of the blowing dust both on health and economics as well 

as base flying ability 
• Resident for 21 years including 20 in the same location and the increase to dust 

in the past 12 months has increased. 
• Approximates 80% of the dust is coming from the fields 
• Spoke on meeting in Bakersfield and a video and photos which can be provided 

about the issue. 
• Commented on 5-6 dust events in the past year. 
• Effects Ridgecrest even though it doesn't originate in Ridgecrest 

o Dan Clark - health and safety issue for the City and appreciate Mr. Crane 
sharing his experiences 

o Lori Acton - is County or air pollution control board able to help? 
• Have been in contact with supervisor Gleason and air control board and 

presentation was given yesterday 
o Lori Acton - Suggested Resource Conservation District may be of 

assistance 
• Has spoken with several agencies. 

o Lori Acton - requested Mr. Crane contact her for information. 
o Chip Holloway - serves on East Kern Air Pollution Control Board and the 

board is very aware of the problem. There have been some extraordinary 
events this year and the district is aware of the problem and Mr. Gleason 
is trying to find a way to resolve the problem. Subject is discussed 
quarterly by the board. Your efforts are not wasted. 

• Have taken several photos from Hwy 14 and a large portion of the dust is coming 
from the cleared field. 
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Dave Matthews 
• Added to discussion. 45 year resident. Field in question is a proposed pistachio 

farm. When first moved to Ridgecrest there was nothing to the west and the 
property on the east side of Sierra View had most front yards transported via the 
wind across the street from the school. In meantime further developments came 
up and periodically wind would blow loose dirt into yard and home. Recently, the 
area has built up and is green with trees. Spoke on google weather map during 
winds there is a cauldron and wind doesn't blow that much anymore. If we can 
get that ground stabilized with growth there will be a natural relief from the dust. 

Ron Porter 
• Thanked council for the Town Hall meeting 
• Appreciates that the results are going to be put together and if an issue arises 

then will be discussed again. 
• Spoke on moving utility poles on Ridgecrest Blvd. for construction and suggested 

moving utility underground. 

Closed Public Comment At 6:33 P.M. 

PRESENTATIONS 

1. Presentation Of Employee Of The Month Award To Matthew Alexander 

This item was added to agenda prior to approval and Council presented a certificate to 
Employee of the Month, Matthew Alexander 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. Adopt A Resolution To Amend The Professional Services Agreement With 
The Engineer Of Record, Mark Thomas & Company, For Additional Survey, 
Design And Bid Document Revisions For The West Ridgecrest Boulevard 
Project And Authorize The City Manager, Dennis Speer, To Approve The 
Amendment Speer 

2. Adopt A Resolution Requesting Authorization To Accept From Oriole 
Homes Incorporated A Security Agreement, A Performance Bond, And 
Materials And Labor Bonds To Replace The Security Agreement From D. R. 
Horton Ventures Incorporated On Tract 6740 And Authorize The Mayor To 
Sign The New Security Agreement Speer 

3. Adopt A Resolution Announcing Proclamations And Scheduling Date And 
Time Of Presentation For The Month Of April Ford 
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4. Adopt A Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of Ridgecrest 
Supporting California Safe Digging Month For The Month Of April 2014 

Ford 

5. Approve Draft Minutes Of The Regular Meeting Of The City 
Council/Successor Redevelopment Agency/Financing Authority/Housing 
Authority Dated March 19,2014 Ford 

Items Pulled From Consent Calendar 

• Item Nos. 1 & 2 

Motion To Approve Consent Calendar Items 3, 4, and 5 Made By Council Member 
Acton, Second By Council Member Morgan. Motion Carried By Roll Call Vote Of 5 
Ayes (Mayor Clark, Council Members, Holloway, Sanders, Acton, And Morgan); 0 Noes; 
o Abstain; And 0 Absent 

Discussion Item No.1 

Ron Porter 
• Asked if something has changed and why the new survey 

o Dennis Speer - nothing has changed, want to extend contract thru 
construction project is in anticipation of change orders during the process. 

Discussion Item No 2 

Ron Porter 
• Requested clarification of the security agreement 

o Dennis Speer - this is substitution of bonds from previous developer to 
new developer 

Motion To Approve No 's. 1 & 2 Of The Consent Calendar Made By Council Member 
Holloway, Second By Council Member Acton. Motion Carried By Roll Call Vote Of 5 
Ayes (Mayor Clark, Council Members Holloway, Sanders, Acton, And Morgan); 0 Noes; 
o Abstain; And 0 Absent 

DISCUSSION AND OTHER ACTION ITEMS 

6. Adopt A Resolution To Approve The Selection Of Utility Cost Management 
LLC To Conduct A One-Time Audit Of Utility Usage And Billings McQuiston 

Rachelle McQuiston 
• Staff is aware of rebates expiring and loan payments do not come from general 

fund 
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Rachelle McQuiston (continued) 

• Impact fees, providing there is a report every 5 years and identify funds needed 
then do not have to refund fees 

• Council Member Holloway has requested staff find cost saving measures and 
this is one option. Utility bills are audited at no cost and if savings are identified 
then the company receives Y:! of the savings. 

• Reviewed the RFP selection process 

Steve Morgan 
• Given convolution of everything we deal with and understanding these 

corporations are good at what they do the question is how they justify the 
savings. Requested Rachelle McQuiston to explain the corroboration. 

Lori Acton 

o Rachelle - no payment until the utility company agrees there was an error 
and in future any saving realized over 3 years based on corrected items 
then payment is Y:! of the savings. 

• Are street lights included? 
o Rachelle McQuiston - yes, they will be a component and will find out on 

the tier 1 rate 

Chip Holloway 
• Happy this is hear and questioned telephone 

Dan Clark 

o Rachelle McQuiston - this company can do telephone also. Asking them 
to look at everything we have such as street lights and telephones. 

• Questioned the industry standard which seem high 
o Rachelle McQuiston - plans to negotiate the rate. 50% was proposed but 

the percentage can be negotiated. 
• For clarity staff will be negotiating the 3 years payments, 50% seems high for 

those years. 
o Rachelle McQuiston - 50% tends to be the going rate but in researching 

have found other companies do negotiate the rate 

Chip Holloway 
• Comfortable with Rachelle negotiating and moving forward 

Dan Clark 
• Requested Rachelle report back to council 
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Public Comment 

Ron Porter 
• Questioned future costs, what is going to be a future cost savings 

o Rachelle McQuiston - itemize the corrected items and will do comparison 
of costs from past versus current costs. 

• What is the policy if they come back with savings and utility company finds we 
owe more money 

o Rachelle McQuiston - if item is identified and utility company agrees then 
later comes back with change then we can withhold the payment 

• Sometimes in auditing it is discovered there is an underpayment, what happens 
then. 

o Rachelle McQuiston - if it comes up then we will have to pay. Have not 
heard of any case where companies have to pay more. Will ask about 
credit on the 50% 

• Who handles litigation 
o Rachelle McQuiston - written into the contract but they do not realize 

anything unless there is a savings. 
• If they find savings and utility company disagrees, do we have a liability to get the 

money for them? 

Motion To Approve A Resolution Authorizing The Selection Of Utility Cost Management 
LLC To Conduct A One-Time Audit Of Utility Usage And Billings Made By Council 
Member Acton, Second By Council Member Holloway. Motion Carried By Roll Call Vote 
Of 5 Ayes (Mayor Clark, Council Members Holloway, Sanders, Acton, And Morgan); 0 
Noes; 0 Abstain; And 0 Absent 

7. Receive For File The Year End Budget Projections For Fiscal Year 2013-14 
McQuiston 

~ Item No.7 pulled from agenda prior to approval 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Activate Community Talents And Interventions For Optimal Neighborhoods Task 
Force (ACTION) 

Members: Jim Sanders, Dan Clark 
Meetings: 3rd Tuesday of the Month at 4:00 P.M., Kerr-McGee Center 
Next Meeting : To Be Announced 

Jim Sanders 
• Met on March 25 
• Discussed school attendance review board and efforts to solve truancy, large part of 

problem in elementary schools and police are seeing success by working with parents. 
• New superintendent, will wait to get SUbstance abuse program running, looking at 

modeling our program after City of Delano 
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Jim Sanders (continued) 

• Andy Pudgorski spoke on Neighborhood Watch program, new requests have come in 
and encouraged all citizens to form a neighborhood watch program. 

Veterans Advisory Committee 
Members: Dan Clark 
Meetings: 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the Month At 6:30 p.m., Kerr McGee Center 
Next Meeting: To Be Announced 

Dan Clark 
• May 3 fundraiser, car show, bike run, steak dinner, music and dancing 
• Raffle of 150CC motorcycle 
• 4 WWII vets going to Washington DC for honor flight 

Ridgecrest Area Convention And Visitors Bureau (RACVB) 
Members: Chip Holloway 
Meetings: 1 st Wednesday Of The Month, 8;00 A.M. 
Next Meeting: Date and Location To Be Announced 

Chip Holloway 
• Announced Wildflower Festival 

OTHER COMMITTEES, BOARDS, OR COMMISSIONS 

Steve Morgan 
• Council Member Acton and I met with Police Chief to rework vacant property 

ordinance. Once completed will hold a public meeting, possibly next month, for 
input. Will make ordinance draft available prior to meeting. 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

Dennis Speer 
• Attended League of California Cities public conference with many discussion 

items, one caused particular concern regarding ADA compliance. Speakers 
were there to make attendees aware of mandates. Attorney general feels too 
much time since ADA was signed in 1995 without compliance. City of 
Sacramento established a plan identifying the needs within the city in terms of 
infrastructure which consisted of various funds to move forward. Department of 
justice sued Sacramento for non-compliance and they lost. Settlement requires 
20% of transportation budget set aside for ADA compliance until the plan is 
completed. Furthermore, method of proceeding is aggressive and mandates will 
be in place this fall. Mandates will require Transition plan; schedule; point of 
contact; adopted grievance procedure; and notice of publication of grievance 
procedure. Coming fast in the term of a mandate. Question was asked what 
was considered a fair set aside and the response was 20%-30% for compliance. 
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Dennis Speer (continued) 

• Council member concern of plastic bags and asking council if there is an interest 
in prohibiting plastic bags within the city. 

o Lori Acton - favor giving direction for plastic bags 
o Steve Morgan - willing to have discussion in front of public 
o Jim Sanders - default position is no but willing to have discussion 
o Chip Holloway - default is not in favor but willing to have discussion 
o Dan Clark - discussion but default is not in favor. Spoke on displeasure of 

unfunded mandates 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Lori Acton 
• Thanked public for attending town hall meeting. More participation and hope it 

continues 
• Follies April 5 
• Wildflower festival with wine walk April 11-13 
• April 11-13 children's fashion show and fair 
• April 11-13 SNORE event 
• Excited about neighborhood watch 
• 100 anniversary of Trona was great 
• Broadband consortium is starting tablet lab at the library, free to public 

Jim Sanders 
• Thanked participants at the goal setting workshop, a lot of helpful information 

received by the public 
• Regarding discussion items, if anyone council member wants to have a 

discussion item then in favor of putting on the agenda. No action taken on 
discussion items 

Chip Holloway 
• Mr. Wiknich requested Kern COG report so obliging him now. Read report from 

Kern COG website. 
• Spoke on Ridgecrest ranking of projects, currently 5th on the new list 
• Kern Energy Watch program passed unanimously 
• Elected new board members 
• CTC allocation for centennial corridor project and Ridgecrest getting small credit 

and may realize a benefit in future. 
• Kern COG.org website 
• Attending meeting with Loren Culp regarding street light issue. $10,000 for audit 

of every light in City. Need to either move forward or put it to bed and requested 
staff bring back to council 
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Chip Holloway (continued) 

• ADA infuriates me because every city in America has a yellow pad with bumps 
which is actually for blind persons. Private and public sector has spent enough 
money putting in these pads we could have hired a person to walk around and 
assist a blind person 

• There is no process that is flawed; every part of the strategic planning process is 
flawed. I question the character of an individual who explains how to cheat the 
process. We have received over 500 responses online survey and not one 
person has tried to cheat the system. Another person has said that if you haven't 
voted then your opinion does not count. We don't check when a person uses city 
services if they are registered voters. These statements are arrogant and I don't 
want that type of person representing me in this community. I trust this council to 
find a common theme. This survey is mirroring the previous survey that we paid 
$12,000 for. Responded to Mr. Matthews's comments of the ranking. We 
wanted to have a place for 'other' but the technology didn't allow for it. I don't 
have an agenda right now, I want true, honest input from as many people as 
possible to help this council. Wish people would stop trying to dispute something 
that is positive that council is trying to accomplish. 

Steven Morgan 
• We've known for many years about Americans with disabilities act and have 

been trying to deal with issues. Given we probably will not make suit and win 
then will have to make adjustments and will keep public apprised as much as 
possible. Part of the reason we are behind is because the ADA compliance 
factors changed. We were changing ramps and have received numerous 
complaints about driveways and such. Don't know how many ramps we have 
replaced and then the standard changed. Now we have to go back and re
change the ones already changed. Council is not happy that we are spending 
good money for bad because we have to do it twice. 

• Thanked the citizens of Trona. Event was wildly successful with attendees from 
all over the state. Had a great time and found that I knew more Tronites that I 
believed. 

• April 18 denim and diamonds fundraiser 
• April 26 petroglyph golf tournament 
• Appreciate different points of view received last night at strategic planning 

workshop. This was a different group than seen at council who came out and 
wanted their opinions heard. Jumping to conclusions that council is taking too 
much of that opinion needs to stop. Everyone's opinion is considered valid and 
will be met with the same thought and work ethic of this council as we move 
forward. Let's start being positive about the goal. Quit trying to think that every 
time we try to move forward you put on the blinders and begin accusing council 
and staff of being incompetent 

• When council is limited to 8 years , the connectivity established will be lost. Mr. 
Holloway successfully pled an issue of importance with Kern COG. We will lose 
the connectivity which is a shame. 
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Dan Clark 
• Last CDBG we put funds into ADA compliance, we can do due diligence without 

being forced 
• April 26 from 9-12 at old town theatre, desert valley credit union is putting 

together a 'reality bites' financial class to teach youth how to survive in the real 
world . Taste of the real world financial realities. Encouraged citizens to 
participate in teaching youth how to manage debt. 

• Mary Lundstrom provided rural development loans information from US 
department of agriculture which Ridgecrest now qualifies for. May 6, 2014 
available. Census limit went up so we now qualify. 

• April 5 at 10:00 a.m., Allen Alpers memorial. Consummate professional and 
wonderful individual. 

• Town hall meeting thanked everyone who attended. Total 49 attended. Do we 
ever quit complaining about the process used and enjoy the results. Those who 
have complained did not attend the meeting and probably won't fill out the survey 
yet they will get up and bash the council and the process. Get a little irritated 
with people who are always negative about this community. Wish they would 
have attended the meeting. Read the top 10 goals resulting from the town hall 
meeting. Even if these do not become the top 3 they are on the radar. Spoke on 
senior development projects in the past 10 years and future growth. Thanked 
everyone who attended the town hall meeting, you voice is heard and please do 
not buy into the negative comments about this council. 

ADJOURNMENT at 7:43 p.m. 


