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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
RIDGECREST CITY SUCCESSOR AGENCY, 

FINANCING AUTHORITY, AND HOUSING AUTHORITY 

City Council Chambers 
100 West California Avenue 
Ridgecrest, California 93555 

September 2,2015 
5:30 p.m. 

This meeting was recorded and will be on file in the Office of the City Clerk for a 
certain period of time from date of approval by City Council/Redevelopment 
Agency. Meetings are recorded solely for the purpose of preparation of minutes. 

CALL TO ORDER - 5:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Council Present: Mayor Peggy Breeden; Mayor Pro Tempore James Sanders; Vice 
Mayor Lori Acton; Council Members Eddie B. Thomas, and Mike 
Mower 

Council Absent: None 

Staff Present: City Manager Dennis Speer; City Clerk Rachel J. Ford; City 
Attorney Lemieux, and other staff 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Add Closed Session Item As A Need Arose Item: 

GC54956.9 (d) (4) Conference With Legal Counsel - Existing Litigation -
Matasantos v. City Of Ridgecrest 

Pulled From Closed Session: 

GC 54956.8 Local Agency Real Property Negotiations - Negotiations for Lease 
or Sale - Leroy Jackson Park - Agency Negotiator Parks 
Supervisor Jason Patin 

Motion To Approve Agenda As Amended Made By Council Member Mower, Second By 
Council Member Acton. Motion Carried By Roll Call Vote Of 5 Ayes (Mayor Breeden, 
Council Members Sanders, Acton, Thomas, And Mower); 0 Noes; 0 Abstain; And 0 
Absent. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT (Closed Session) 

• None Presented 

CLOSED SESSION 

GC54956.9 (d) (4) Conference With Legal Counsel - Existing Litigation -
Cameron Rainwater v. City Of Ridgecrest et al. 

GC54956.9 (d) (1) Conference With Legal Counsel - Liability Claim Of William 
Johnson - Claim No. 15-05 

Added Prior To Approval Of The Agenda: 

GC54956.9 (d) (4) Conference With Legal Counsel - Existing Litigation -
Matasantos v. City Of Ridgecrest 

REGULAR SESSION - 6:00 p.m. 
~ Pledge Of Allegiance 
~ Invocation - Presented by Ralph Mueller 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 
~ Closed Session 

o Cameron Rainwater v. City of Ridgecrest - Council voted to retain 
Lemieux and O'Neill Law Firm as representation for this matter. 

o William Johnson v. City of Ridgecrest - voted to reject the claim and gave 
further direction to staff. 

o Matasantos v. City of Ridgecrest - Added as a need arose item prior to 
approval of the agenda - received attorney report - no reportable action 
taken. 

o Real Property Negotiations concerning Leroy Jackson Park was pulled 
prior to approval of the agenda 

~ Other 
o None 

PUBLIC COMMENT (Regular Session) 

Mark Williams 
• Provided printed statement to Council of comments regarding vacant properties 

and unused developments and commercial property. 
• Suggested reverse City planning. 



MINUTES - RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIUSUCCESSOR REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/ 
FINANCING AUTHORITY/HOUSING AUTHORITY - REGULAR 
September 2,2015 
Page 3 of 17 

PRESENTATIONS 

1. Presentation Of A Proclamation To The Daughters Of The American 
Revolution - Panamint Springs Chapter Recognizing September 17-23, 
2015 As Constitution Week Council 

• Council presented a proclamation to Pat Richard, Representative for the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. 

2. Presentation Of The City Of Ridgecrest Economic Development Program 
Parsons 

Gary Parsons 
• Announced Wal-Mart construction project moving forward and scheduled for 

winter 2016 
• Scheduled groundbreaking in October for Wal-Mart construction project. 

o Council pleased with developments 

Tina Warren 
• Requested Chamber of commerce be involved in groundbreaking ceremony. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

3. Authorization To Award A Construction Contract To Griffith Company For 
The Construction Of Street Improvements To Existing Roadways Which 
Include Richmond Road Between Upjohn Avenue And East Ridgecrest 
Boulevard, Bowman Road Between Downs Street And Primrose Street And 
West Rader Avenue Between Nevada Court And South Downs Street And 
For The City Manager. Dennis Speer. To Execute The Contract Speer 

4. Award Design And Construction Management Contract To Willdan 
Engineering For CDBG Project No. 17.12.1 For ADA Ramps Speer 

5. A Resolution Authorizing The Filing Of An Application For Regional 
Surface Transportation Project (RSTP) Funding; Committing The 
Necessary Local Match And Stating The Assurance To Complete The 
Project By The City Of Ridgecrest And Authorizing Quad Knopf As The 
Designee To File The Application Speer 

6. A Resolution Authorizing The Filing Of An Applications For Congestion 
Mitigation Air Quality (QMAQ) Funding; Committing The Necessary Local 
Match And Stating The Assurance To Complete The Projects By The City 
Of Ridgecrest And Authorizing Quad Knopf As The Designee To File The 
Application Speer 
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7. Approve A Resolution Instating A Hiring Freeze For The Remainder Of 
Fiscal Year 2015-16 Speer 

8. A Resolution Approving The Expenditure Of Parks & Recreation Impact 
Fees For Capital Improvements To Leroy Jackson Park In The Amount Of 
$31,900.00 Patin 

9. Approve A Resolution For The Reallocation Of $350,000 Of Tax Allocation 
Bond (TAB) Funds From The Economic Development Allocation To Public 
Works I Street Improvements Parsons 

10.Adopt A Resolution Approving ROPS 15-16B Parsons 

11.A Resolution Of The Ridgecrest City Council Authorizing The Destruction 
Of Certain Records As Prescribed By The Secretary Of State's Local 
Government Records Program Staheli 

Items Pulled From Consent Calendar 

• Item Nos. 3,4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, 

Motion To Approve Consent Calendar Item Nos. 10 And 11 Made By Council Member 
Acton, Second By Council Member Mower. Motion Carried By Roll Call Vote Of 5 Ayes 
(Mayor Breeden, Council Members Sander, Acton, Thomas, And Mower); 0 Noes; 0 
Abstain; And 0 Absent. 

Item No.3 Discussion 

Lori Acton 
• Questioned why the other half of the road was not included 

o Dennis Speer - money and following the 3 year plan 

Loren Culp 
• Going to have a short bid time on the project and did extend the project to the 

County Line under an addendum. 

Dave Matthews 
• Asked if projects would be done in this paving project. 

o Dennis - to be completed between now and November 
• Richmond Road needs resurfacing but will it be torn up during the fair? 

o Loren Culp - have not scheduled the pre-construction meeting at which 
time we would look at schedules and attempt to schedule around the fair 
activities 

• Questioned total cost and where the funds were coming from. 
o Dennis Speer - responded with the numbers and TAB project funding 
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Dave Matthews (continued) 

• Asked about North Balsam Street and suggested changing designation to pave 
this street at an earlier time. 

AI Huey 
• Commented would be helpful to the public to have the amounts on the agenda of 

total cost and where the money is coming from. 
o Keith Lemieux - agenda is to give brief title but the full packet has the 

details in the staff reports. 
o Dennis Speer - cost is clearly spelled out in the staff report. Titles are 

already extensive and to fit more information into a title could lose content. 
• Only asking for the dollar amount to be included. 

o Lori Acton - public has some responsibility. Is already available online 
and at physical locations for reading. 

o Mike Mower - add one line for each contract would not be too 
cumbersome. 

• Dennis Speer - could had a brief line of award contract in the 
amount of xxx. 

Tom Wiknich 
• Agree with Mr. Speer's suggestion. That simple statement would be helpful to 

the audience. 

Lori Acton 
• Apologize, misunderstood the request. 

Motion To Approve Consent Calendar Item NO.3 Made By Council Member Mower, 
Second By Council Member Thomas. Motion Carried By Roll Call Vote Of 5 Ayes 
(Mayor Breeden, Council Members Sander, Acton, Thomas, And Mower); 0 Noes; 0 
Abstain; And 0 Absent. 

Item NO.4 Discussion 

Mike Mower 
• Read total contract 

Motion To Approve Consent Calendar Item NO.4 Made By Council Member Sanders, 
Second By Council Member Thomas. Motion Carried By Roll Call Vote Of 5 Ayes 
(Mayor Breeden, Council Members Sander, Acton, Thomas, And Mower); 0 Noes; 0 
Abstain; And 0 Absent. 
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Item No.5 Discussion 

Dennis Speer 
• Amended resolution to $761,303.00 with match of $87,321.00 

Motion To Approve Consent Calendar Item No. 5 As Amended Made By Council 
Member Acton, Second By Council Member Sanders. Motion Carried By Roll Call Vote 
Of 5 Ayes (Mayor Breeden, Council Members Sander, Acton, Thomas, And Mower); 0 
Noes,· 0 Abstain; And 0 Absent. 

Item No.6 Discussion 

Peggy Breeden 
• Stated total amount of contract 

Motion To Approve Consent Calendar Item No.6 Made By Council Member Sanders, 
Second By Council Member Sanders. Motion Carried By Roll Call Vote Of 5 Ayes 
(Mayor Breeden, Council Members Sander, Acton, Thomas, And Mower); 0 Noes; 0 
Abstain; And 0 Absent. 

Item No. 7 Discussion 

Tom Wiknich 
• Wanted to make sure what is presented was what was intended 

o Dennis Speer - will not be filling any new or unfilled budgeted positions. 
For positions which were budgeted and staffed positions which become 
vacant we will fill them is necessary. 

Eddie Thomas 
• Where do we stand with current finance director 

o Dennis Speer - currently a provisional position but do intend to fill the 
position because the position was budgeted and occupied at the time of 
the hiring freeze. 4 other department head positions are vacant and will 
not be filled. 

Mike Mower 
• Intent was to freeze the hiring of anyone. If a position became vacant then 

Council would review the need for refilling the position . 
• Commented on the inaccuracies in the budget previously. As we go thru the 

budget year and we do get vacancies would hope these are only filled in relation 
to the budget. 

o Dennis Speer - essential positions if budget allows would need to be 
filled. 

• I want to keep close tabs on the budget as actuals this year. do not want to be 
up and down. 
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Peggy Breeden 
• Understand some police officer will be retiring at the end of the year and 

requested update from Chief Strand 

Lori Acton 

o Ron Strand - one sergeant retiring in January and is an essential position 
which we intend to fill. Position is budgeted and critical to services. If I do 
not fill the position then taking officers off the street to manage dispatch 
positions. 

• In regards to this, was the cost built into the budget. 
o Ron Strand - if I lose the position I promote from within and would then 

lose an officer position. To reduce the level of first line supervision then 
have less oversight to young officers which increases liability. 

Mike Mower 
• General policy is to promote from within. 

o Ron Strand - good for the organization to promote from within and utilize 
someone who has been with the department and understands the 
community. 

Jim Sanders 
• Hiring freeze won't impact the police department and not sure if this is necessary. 

Peggy Breeden 
• Don't want to get rid of essential people. When someone retires and staff could 

make recommendations so Council is informed. 

Mike Mower 
• Received the comments of kicking the can down the road. If we have the same 

numbers of police officers, then have to keep the same amount of budget and 
more Measure 'L' dollars are still going to police. 

• I am concerned with ~oth streets and public safety so understand the concerns of 
other people. 

• Want public to know we are concerned with staying on budget and keeping a 
better eye on this than we did last year. 

Lori Acton 
• If a true hiring freeze were implemented and monitor how it works. If we begin 

interfering with City Manager's authority then do we want to look at reviewing the 
code with respect to City Administrator? 
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Peggy Breeden 
• Want to review our municipal code as well as tax revenues. Don't know if we 

want to make those changes until we can look at it further. Would like 
consultation with the City Organization committee. 

o Dennis Speer - staff can provide whatever Council requests. 

Mike Mower 
• If we know someone is leaving, then there is time to make decisions. But if 

someone quits tomorrow then cannot make a decision. 

Jim Sanders 
• Have concerns about employee moral with a hiring freeze. 

Mike Mower 
• The way it is written it gives staff the ability to replace essential positions. Don't 

want to modify but don't see harm in passing it. Let's public know we will keep 
an eye on this. Mr. Speer will keep Council informed if there is an effect on the 
budget. Anticipate monthly budget statements. 

o Dennis Speer - we receive quarterly actuals and one problem last year 
was Council was seeing projections based on presumptions. Would 
prefer to give quarterly with actuals. 

o Tyrell Staheli - part of sales tax is received monthly but the first 2 months 
are based on projections and then the 3rd month is a true-up of what we 
should have actually received. 

• Commented on sales tax and questioned TOT. 
o Tyrell Staheli - TOT is monthly but some are delinquent. 

Edd ie Thomas 
• Asked if we have looked at the amount of overtime and have we made efforts to 

cut this. 
o Tyrell Staheli - overtime is budgeted as anticipated with police having the 

largest amount. Furloughs in the past were negative for police with 
additional overtime. 

• Thinking of including information as part of the process and looking at other 
areas we can cut. 

o Dennis Speer - overtime is anticipated based on averages in the past. 
However, is based on circumstances. 

Peggy Breeden 
• If Council asks staff (Dennis and Tyrell) to report to the City Organization 

committee any known staffing changes and impacts to the budget. 
• Confident we will receive better reports in future. If we table this until reports are 

made available will it give us the information we need to make a better decision. 
o Mike Mower - suggested tabling for a month. 
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Peggy Breeden (continued) 

• We want to know monies coming in (revenues) and expenditures with significant 
knowledge of what we are getting from sales and property taxes. 

o Dennis Speer - as for an audit there will be a fee. Can provide revenues 
in the first meeting of October with reports on Budget v. Expenditures and 
Budget v. Revenues. 

o Tyrell Staheli - audit is typically December/January in whole. 

Lori Acton 
• Sounds more like an accounting of Revenues v. Expenditures instead of details 

Peggy Breeden 
• Not looking for official audit but more a summary of revenues and expenditures. 

Want to feel confident in the numbers if we are going to go back and ask for 
Measure 'L' dollars. 

o Dennis Speer - can provide those numbers in October. 
• Explained her basic monitoring of revenues and expenditures. 

Motion To Table The Item Made By Mayor Breeden, Second By Council Member 
Sanders. Motion Carried By Roll Call Vote Of 5 Ayes (Mayor Breeden, Council 
Members Sanders, Acton, Thomas, And Mower); 0 Noes; 0 Abstain; And 0 Absent. 

Item No.8 Discussion 

Lori Acton 
• Asked for details of capital expense 

o Jason Patin - rebuilding a well in the park, pump went out. 

Eddie Thomas 
• Asked for number of total systems we have and potential for others to go out. 

o Jason Patin - we have 6-8 systems, almost all pumps have been replaced 
in the past two years. 

Jim Sanders 
• Asked for the fund balance for impact fees. 

o Jason Patin - $249,000. Need to be cautious and use for emergency only. 

Motion To Approve Consent Calendar Item No.8 Made By Council Member Sanders, 
Second By Council Member Thomas. Motion Carried By Roll Call Vote Of 5 Ayes 
(Mayor Breeden, Council Members Sander, Acton, Thomas, And Mower),· 0 Noes,· 0 
Abstain; And 0 Absent. 
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Item No.9 Discussion 

Dennis Speer 
• Finance director has prepared a mini presentation on the status of the TAB 

funding. 

Tyrell Staheli 
• Presented a PowerPoint presentation regarding TAB funding . 

Mike Mower 
• Questioned allocations and assigned. Requested clarification of where the 

unassigned dollars were allocated. 

Peggy Breeden 
• The monies that are unassigned, total amount and limitations to use. Those 

assigned, where they are assigned to. 
o Dennis Speer - staff can return with a full breakdown list. 

Dennis Speer 
• Item is to reallocate the economic development $350,000 to streets. Council 

commented to return with action item to reallocate the funds. 

Mike mower 
• Recommending change resolution to allocate from special projects rather than 

economic development. 

Peggy Breeden 
• Do not want to see economic development monies vetted 

Lori Acton 
• Don't want to see it undone 

Dave Matthews 
• Asked if the resolution has been significantly changed. 

o Keith - this revision is in keeping what the notice intended. Two 
corrections, one is the dollar amount and the other is changing from 
economic development to special fund 

Motion To Approve Consent Calendar Item No.9 Amending To Real/ocate $300,000 
From Special Funds To Street Improvements Made By Council Member Mower, Second 
By Council Member Acton. Motion Carried By Roll Call Vote Of 4 Ayes (Mayor 
Breeden, Council Members Acton, Thomas, And Mower); 1 Noes (Sanders); 0 Abstain; 
And 0 Absent. 
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DISCUSSION AND OTHER ACTION ITEMS 

12. Discussion Of The Agenda Format For City Council Meetings 

Peggy Breeden 
• Provided Staff Report 
• Proposed moving Council comments to the beginning of the meeting 
• Proposed a block of closed session at the end of meeting if it runs long. 

Mike Mower 
• Propose moving Presentations ahead of Public Comment 

Eddie Thomas 
• Presentations before public comment 

Jim Sanders 
• Presentations 
• Public comment 
• Council comment 

Lori Acton 

Breeden 

• Council comments at the end of the meeting are a way to wrap up things that 
happened during the meeting. Suggested two Council Comment sections. 

Keith Lemieux 
• Brown Act allows for brief comments and giving direction to staff. If purpose of 

moving it up is to allow you to respond to public then opportunity already exists. 

Tom Wiknich 
• From time to time there have been times that comments were made during the 

meeting with no discussion and then at the end of the meeting Council made 
comments. If moving up as part of the process, no comments have been made 
regarding actions before the Council. Don't want to see a change to the dialogue 
between public and Council. 

Skip Gorman 
• During public comment there are restrictions to things not on the agenda. Is 

Council going to be under the same constraint? 
• With Council comment occurring I have seen Council wanting to discuss the 

energetic events. 
• Agree that is good that Council is sensitive to being able to respond to Public 

Comment. This makes for good dialogue. 



MINUTES - RIDGECREST CITY COUNCIUSUCCESSOR REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/ 
FINANCING AUTHORITY/HOUSING AUTHORITY - REGULAR 
September 2, 2015 
Page 12 of 17 

Peggy Breeden 
• If Council comments are moved, does this allow response to individuals making 

Public Comment? 
o Keith Lemieux - Council can only respond briefly or give direction to staff. 

There is an informal policy which we have allowed dialogue but have to 
avoid a situation where Council is making a decision. 

Motion To Motion To Move Presentations In Front Of Public Comment And Have 
Council Announcements After Public Comment And Council Comments At The End Of 
The Meeting, Made By Council Member Mower, Second By Acton. Motion Carried By 
Roll Call Vote Of 5 Ayes (Mayor Breeden, Council Members Sander, Acton, Thomas, 
And Mower); 0 Noes; 0 Abstain; And 0 Absent. 

13.Approve The Resolution That Declares The Petroglyph Rock Art Festival A 
Signature Event And Allocates $8,000.00 In Funding For The Event 

Breeden 

Peggy Breeden 
• Provided Staff Report 
• Last meeting voted to approve in-kind services. RACVB were not aware of the 

item. Have asked it to be put back on the agenda and asked RACVB to be 
present. 

Harris Brokke 
• Chairman of the board for petroglyph festival 
• RACVB has formed 501 C3 for a petroglyph foundation. 
• Budget and financing for festival is separate from RACVB. 
• Ask City Council to recognize event as a signature event with resolution stating 

this. 
• Asked City to provide in-kind services. 
• Withdrawing request for additional funds due to understanding of City budget. 

Peggy Breeden 
• Was going to ask for that and have now made Council decision easier. 
• Personally volunteered $2000 if needed. 

Mike Mower 
• Now have a fund raising group. 

o Have a non-profit with a different budget. This year are not asking but 
could use if received. Would be used as suggested by Council. in spirit of 
working with community not asking for the money. 

I - Jim Sanders 
• Thanked foundation for understanding. Began the year with intention to fund the 

festival but had to make budget cuts. 
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Harris Brokke 
• Have common membership but monies are kept separate. 

Mike Mower 
• Money was in the budget and now have unallocated funds of $8,000 so have a 

moral obligation to support them even a portion perhaps %. 

Lori Acton 
• Agree, we have this as a signature event and would support $4,000 

Jim Sanders 
• Suggested looking at this after next month's budget update. 

Peggy Breeden 
• This was a budgeted item and we need to follow our committee to everyone. We 

have a commitment to our budget just as we do with Measure 'L'. 
• Last year's issues were because of dollars not being reported properly and 

entities still owing TOT funds. We will monetize it this year and will know the 
impact in sales tax and TOT funding. 

• Don't think we have the money to give you and our word means something. You 
have expended money based on our word. 

Harris Brokke 
• If we had one of two requests we want it recognized as a signature event. 

Dave Matthews 
• Thought this was done last year. 

Harris Brokke 
• Talked about it but nothing in writing . Need to have this done. 

Chip Holloway 
• Came up here 3 times on behalf of the chamber with opportunity to save the City. 

You had no problem not spending $8,000 but are reluctant to save $8,000. 
• Tyrell is more experienced with bonds so should let him pursue this. Ironic the 

amount was the same. 

Motion To Approve Resolution As Written Made By Council Member Mower, Second By 
Council Member Acton. Motion Carried By Roll Call Vote Of 3 Ayes (Council Members 
Acton, Thomas, And Mower); 2 Noes (Mayor Breeden, Council Member Sanders); 0 
Abstain; And 0 Absent. 

Harris Brokke 
• Will not accept your $2000 Mayor Breeden, use it for other charities. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
(Committee Meeting dates are subject to change and will be announced on the City website) 

City Organization and Services Committee 
Members: Lori Acton; Mike Mower 
Meeting: 4th Wednesday each month at 5:00 p.m. as needed 
Location: Council Conference Room B 

Lori Acton 
• Will be asking Greg from county to go over contracts 
• Consistency with inspectors and plan checks made progress. 
• Minor permits can be done onsite 
• Susan coming from lake Isabella to see what is better 
• Making progress but not done. 
• County does not do expedited plans but will have service with a fee. 

Infrastructure Committee 
Members: Jim Sanders; Mike Mower 
Meeting: 3rd Thursday each month at 5:00 p.m. as needed 
Location: Council Conference Room B 

Mike Mower 
• Review of left turn yield arrows 
• Update on sewer plant progress and consultant presentation in October 
• Grey water usage discussion and looking at voluntary or mandated on new houses. If 

everyone used grey water may have issue with sewers. 
• Update on Downs Street project and staff to notify Edison to move the poles. 
• Thanked staff for item no. 5 of this agenda. Glad to see progress on the Downs Street 

project. 

.:. Ad Hoc Water Conservation Committee 
Members: Jim Sanders; Peggy Breeden 
Meeting: 1st Monday each month at 5:00 p.m. as needed 
Location: Conference Room B 

Jim Sanders 
• Next meeting the 21 st of September at 5:00 p.m. in Conference Room B 

Parks, Recreation, and Quality of Life Committee 
Members: Eddie Thomas; Lori Acton 
Meeting: 1st Tuesday each month at 12:00 p.m. as needed 
Location: Kerr-McGee Center Meeting Rooms 

Eddie Thomas 
• No report 
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Peggy Breeden 
• Asked if committee could review how to deal with dead and dying trees with water 

conservation 

.:. Ad Hoc Youth Advisory Council 
Members: Eddie Thomas 
Meeting: 2nd Wednesday of each month, 12:00 p.m. as needed 
Location: Kerr-McGee Center Meeting Rooms 

Eddie Thomas 
• Meeting this Wednesday 

Activate Community Talents and Interventions For Optimal Neighborhoods Task 
Force (ACTION) 

Members: 
Meeting: 
Location: 

Eddie Thomas 

Eddie Thomas; Lori Acton 
3rd Tuesday every other month at 4:00 p.m. as needed 
Kerr McGee Center Meeting Rooms 

• Moving meeting to quarterly 

Ridgecrest Area Convention And Visitors Bureau (RACVB) 
Members: Lori Acton and Eddie Thomas 
Meetings: 151 Wednesday Of The Month, 8:00 A.M. 
Next Meeting: To Be Announced 

Lori Acton 
• Read directors report (Copy Avai/able In City Clerk's Office) 

OTHER COMMITTEES, BOARDS, OR COMMISSIONS 

Jim Sanders 
• Attended Kern COG 
• Caltrans representative presented on round about. Placed in the right location 

and the right size can have significant good impact but are not for every traffic 
situation. Ideal situation is when one lane of traffic goes each direction with lots 
of space. 

• Population and demographic presentation from Kern County and transit needs. 

Lori Acton 
• DRACP will come out before WEMO 
• Dropped the ball on OHV trails plans so want to pick those back up. Want to get 

this finalized and maps being developed. 
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Peggy Breeden 
• USO group meeting Thursday at 11 :30 a.m. (tomorrow) for 70th celebration . 

Invite Council to be involved. 
• California Public Utilities hearing. Broadband committee did a wonderful job 

presenting why broadband in the community is positive. Discussed Verizon and 
Frontier sale. Commissioner was impressed with the community who came from 
greater distances to participate in the meeting. Commissioner was proud of our 
community, everyone spoke on different topics and we had done an excellent job 
presenting to them. She forced Verizon to answer the criticisms and frontier to 
defend their actions. Thanked everyone who attended. 

• Next week east kern air pollution control board will be meeting. 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

Dennis Speer 
• WEDA is participating in exposition in Los Angeles Convention Center to 

promote City of Ridgecrest. Invitation extended to participate September 15-17. 
Please contact Mr. Parsons if interested. 

• Resignation from Mr. Garver for Measure 'L' committee. Need to come back to 
Council. In past had call for applications. Asked Council for direction to either 
seek applications or have Council do nomination process only. Ordinance does 
not specify. In this particular case the Council member who appointed Mr. 
Garver is no longer on the Council. 

o Keith Lemieux - typically Council as a whole would appoint but can defer 
to individuals for appointment. 

o Council - give pool of applications to Jim Sanders to come back with 
recommendations. 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Mike Mower 
• Pleasure serving with this Council and have interesting meetings. 

Eddie Thomas 
• Thanked staff for helping us thru a potentially long meeting 
• Big shout out to Mr. Parsons for the Wal-Mart project. 
• Met young man who participates in bike ride races and suggested we look at 

doing something here to attract people to ride our beautiful mountains. Would 
like to look at getting some of the mammoth traffic. 

• Parade coming up this Saturday, meet at bowling alley at 8:30 a.m. Great honor 
to support our troops. 
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Lori Acton 
• Remember the fallen display has arrived, is very beautifully done. We raised 

$4,000 so they can take it to other people to pay their respects. Other cities have 
not done this. Encouraged public to see the display 

• Thanked all veterans for what they have done to protect us and serve our 
country. 

• Lion's club is doing a membership drive and looking at opportunity in the 
community call spot vision. Machines can be taken to every school to help 
diagnose children with vision issues and help get eyeglasses for them. 

• BLM does permitting use of trails. Will work with Eddie to move forward with the 
bike trails. 

Jim Sanders 
• No comments 

Peggy Breeden 
• Next weekend we have a weird festival. RACVB, USO and Ridgeriders are 

doing the event. 
• Food Truck Festival from 5-9 p.m. 
• Last weekend of 'Once Upon A Dream' stage production 

ADJOURNMENT at 8:43 p.m. 


